
   

 

August, 2020 Newsletter 

“Then Jesus told his disciples, ‘If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their 
cross and follow me.”                                                                                                                              Matthew 16:24  

357 Walnut Street, PO Box 157 
Denver, Pennsylvania 17517-0157 
Church Telephone - 717-336-2141  

Fax - 717-336-6475 
Email - faithunited@ptd.net 

Website - www.faithunited-elca.org 
Faith Fully Living 

Pastor Marissa Becklin 
1005 Clearview Avenue 

Ephrata, PA 17522 

Cell: 717-203-6013 

pastormbecklin@gmail.com 

Deadline For 

September Newsletter 

Sunday, August 16, 2020 

Bible Study and Prayer Group 
Mondays and Thursdays at Noon 

August 3, 6, 27, 31 
(NO Bible Study August 10, 13, 17, 20, or 24 

Pastor Marissa Is On Vacation) 
Join Pastor  Marissa and your fellow             
congregants in learning more about one         
another’s lives and about the Bible. We are 
spending the next few months learning about 
stories of different women in the Bible. Learn 
more about Rebekah, Rachel, Leah, Phoebe, 
and other mothers of our faith.  

Join here: https:///us04web.zoom.us/
j/411053586 or by calling in to 1-929-205-6099 

and enter code 411053586. 

Virtual Summer Book Club: Wednesdays at 6:30 PM 

August 5 at 6:00 PM and 26 at 6:30 PM 

(NO Book Club On August 12 or 19; Pastor Marissa Is On Vacation) 
Join  Pastor  Marissa  and  your  fellow  congregants  for  a  Summer  Book  Club  on 

Priscilla: The Life of an Early Christian by Ben Witherington III. Meets Wednesdays  

through August 26
th

. Meetings will be  virtual  by computer  or  phone  using  

Zoom, until  further notice. To join these meetings, click this link (or type) 

https://zoom.us/j/92738158267  and  follow  the  prompts.  You  can  also  call  in  by 

telephone to 1-929-205-6099 and enter our meeting ID: 927 3815 8267.   
 

Pastor Marissa On 
Vacation: August 10-25 

In event of emergency, 
pastoral care coverage will 
be provided by The Rev. 
Karen Larson: (302) 897-
4154. 

Worship In The Park 
Saturdays 

August 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 
6:30 PM 

Denver Memorial Park 
In Case Of Threatening Weather, You 
Will Be Notified By Email By 2:00 PM. 

https://zoom.us/j/92738158267
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WANTED 
Recipes,  inspirational   articles,  poetry,  gardening  tips, household tips, etc. to be used in 

Monthly Newsletters. 

Please put your items in the Secretary’s mailbox marked  “Shirley Sweigart” in the Coat Room. 
Thank You for sharing your useful items with your Church Family. 

The Upper Room Daily Devotional 
July-August, 2020 

Christ In Our Home Daily Devotional 
July, August, September, 2020 
Also, A Large Print Version is Available 

Contact The Church Office — 717-336-2141 

Memorial Garden 
Tending and Weeding 

Our Memorial Garden is in need of some     
tending and weeding. In lieu of posting a sign-
up sheet in these strange days, anyone who 
would like to make their way to church and help 
out with weeding is welcome and encouraged    
to do so. Thank you for helping keep our 
grounds beautiful!   

Staff 
Pastor — The Rev. Marissa Becklin 

Organists — Caryll Lausch                              

                         Cynthia Kauffman 

                         Grady Daub 

Choir Director — Matthew Donley 

Assistant Choir Director — Ellen Houser 

Office Administrator and 

 Newsletter Editor — Shirley Sweigart 

Custodian — Elizabeth Roman-Reich 

Photo Use Practice 
In attending church events, photos may be taken to help keep 

shut-ins and friends of the church aware of the life 
and activities of Faith United. If you do not wish to 
be photographed, please let us know so we may 
honor your wishes. As a practice, we consider the 
privacy   appropriate   to   people   with   special 
circumstances,  but  may  not  know  of  all  sensitive 
situations. Your help is required or we anticipate 

permission is given. 

Church Office Requests 
Please call the Church Office at 717-336-2141 when: 

 You  are  in  the  hospital  or  prior  to  going  
to  the  hospital (or  have  a  relative  call  for  
you).  In order for the pastor to visit, someone 
needs to inform the church.  

 You   are   confined   to   your   home   for   an 
extended period of time because of illness or 
accident; 

 You are going to a rehab center or a nursing 
home; 

 There is a change in your family status (birth, 
death, marriage, or divorce); 

 You  move  to  a  new  home,  move  out  of 
the area, or go away to college or graduate 
school; 

 You schedule a meeting or an event of a 
group or committee. In an effort to be open  
and communicative with everyone,  we  would   
like  to  include  all  scheduling  on  the  
Church Calendar and in the Weekly Bulletin. 

Stewardship 
Even as we meet electronically for worship, the 
work of the church continues and intensifies. 
Please continue your giving by one of the       
following ways: 

1) Mail your offering envelope to the church    
office; they will be collected regularly.  

2) Set up “Simply   Giving”  which  automatically  
remits  your offering to the church. Contact  the  
Church  Office,  717-336-2141, for more details. 

3) Give online using checking/savings account 
or credit/debit card by going to our website 
(faithunited-elca.org) and clicking on the “Give” 
tab at the top. 

Thank you for your continued stewardship of 
God’s gifts! 

Worship Online 
Worship Services continue to be streamed on 
YouTube (click for link) on Sunday mornings at  
9:30  AM. There is a  telephone  call-in   option  
for all services as well.  

Call in and listen to worship on the phone  by  
dialing  this number: +1 (929) 205-6099 and 
entering the following Meeting ID: 970 957 
165. Note: this number uses a different area 
code,  so  check  with  your  phone  provider 
regarding long-distance fees. Please share! 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZJgg7Y-h3g_8pPq04oUNmQ/videos?view_as=subscriber
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZJgg7Y-h3g_8pPq04oUNmQ/videos?view_as=subscriber
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Spiritual Practices In A Time Of Seclusion: The Faith Of Elizabeth 
 If you are like me, this time of seeing one another less frequently has taken its toll on you. Even if you 
have  been  working  outside  of  the  home  or  have  been  out  in  the  world  for  various  reasons  during 
these pandemic days, all of us are living lives marked by more seclusion and isolation than we are used to. 
Our routines and plans have been disrupted, which impacts our sense of connection with one another. 

 In our Bible Study Group that meets virtually over the lunch hour on Mondays and Thursdays we have 
been making our way through the stories of the mothers of our faith. In mid-July we encountered the story of 
Elizabeth, who was the wife of Zechariah, relative of Mary (Mother of our Lord), and the mother of John the 
Baptist. Her story, which is found in the first chapter of Luke, mentions that upon conceiving John she enters 
a time of seclusion that lasts five months. A pregnant Mary is the first person to visit Elizabeth after this time 
of seclusion, in an episode called “The Visitation”. The Gospel of Luke reads: 

 “In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, where she entered 
the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leapt in her 
womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry, ‘Blessed are you among 
women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord 
comes to me? For as  soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leapt for joy. And 
blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.’” 

Upon Mary’s arrival, Elizabeth is filled with the Holy Spirit and immediately shouts for joy. She proclaims her 
gratefulness  that  the  “mother  of  [her]  Lord”  has  come  to  spend  time  with  her—a  statement  that   
matters,  because  she  is  the  first  person  other  than  Mary  and  Joseph  to  learn  of  the  coming  arrival 
of the Messiah. Did you notice how she found out about the promise of Jesus? The Holy Spirit was in her 
midst, and she understood what that meant. Elizabeth wasn’t told by an angel of Jesus’ arrival, nor was she 
told by Mary—rather, her great faith in God and her trust in God’s love and presence prepared her to be able 
to feel the Spirit’s presence and to understand (to discern) what it was trying to tell her. 

Perhaps part of what equipped Elizabeth to notice the Holy Spirit in her midst and comprehend its message 
was the time she had just spent in seclusion, engaged in prayer. What if this were true of us, too? What if we 
treated this season of life marked by more silence and seclusion than usual as an opportunity to turn to God 
in prayer? 

It is by practicing prayer—treating prayer like a muscle that we exercise, grow, and strengthen—that we learn 
how  to  hear  God’s  voice  in  our  midst  and  better  understand  what  the  Holy  Spirit  is  telling  us.  This 
is a challenge in a busy, bustling, chaotic, over-scheduled, anxious world—we hardly know how to turn off our 
over-thinking. If we start with baby steps and find unique ways for prayer to play a role in our lives, however, 
we might begin to more easily notice God’s presence in our midst. We might begin to understand God’s love, 
plans and hopes for us in new ways. 

Elizabeth’s  faith  is  a  model  for  us  all,  teaching  us  that  time  spent  in  prayer  can  lead  us  to  renewed 
relationship  with  God  and  with  others.  I  encourage  you,  during  this  different  season,  to  try  out  some 
new prayer practices. Here are some ideas: 

Pause for a moment to think about who has been on your mind recently. Take a moment to consider why 
you’ve been thinking about them. Pray for the individual(s). Consider calling or sending a note. 

Be mindful of your breath. As you breathe, pray these words: (Inhale) “Holy Spirit fill me” (Exhale) “Holy 
Spirit send me”. 

Find a way to be generous in your actions, words, and behavior, noticing what is difficult and praying for 
help. 

Spend time writing down all of the blessings that you can think of in your life, thanking God for each one. 

Take a walk, or look out the window and notice three objects of beauty. What makes them beautiful? How 
do you feel when you experience the beauty? Offer a word of thanks to God for the beauty in your life. 

Spend one week praying the Lord’s Prayer every day, and each day read the explanation of one of the 
petitions  in  the  Small  Catechism  (there  are  seven  petitions).  If  you  need  access  to  Luther’s 
Small Catechism, consider downloading the free app from Augsburg Fortress. 

Try the five finger prayer: 
Thumb: Pray for your family and friends 
Index: Pray for those who help you 
Middle: Pray for leaders 
Ring: Pray for others, especially those who are in need 
Little: Pray for yourself 
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Congregation Council Report 
June 3, 2020 - 7:00 PM 

FUEL   Council   Members   Present:   Bruce   

Carpenter, Jim Kreider, Terri Kilrain, Janice Daub, Deb 

Demler, Lori Stover, Ellen Houser, Kelly Lesher and 

Pastor Marissa Becklin. 

Devotions: Jim  Kreider  read  from  Isaiah  12  and 

discussed how these are crazy times, everything will be 

ok. We should keep looking for those small miracles and 

continue to praise God. 

Pastor’s Report: 

Bishop Update: Still  recommended  not  to  worship 

indoors; continue to have patience. 

During the pandemic there has been over 70 hours of 

study and prayer outside of worship. Daily study will 

move  to  Monday  and  Thursday.  There  has  been  a 

request to study Women in the Bible. 

We are signed up to help with the Acts of Love free 

lunch program the last week in July. This is questionable 

right now as the schools are still taking the lead with 

this. 

There  will  be  a  survey  in  the  upcoming  newsletter 

asking for feedback regarding the online worship. 

Pastor Marissa continues to keep the nation and the 

world in her prayers. 

Audrey Gill was recently in the hospital for stroke. 

Committee Highlights: 

Care  of  Members:  Cards  are  still  being  sent  to 

members. 

Family Ministry & Fellowship: A new Facebook 

group has been created for members. This is a get to 

know your group; daily questions. 

Property: Parking lot will still be done. Keystone 

Seal  Coating  will  be  doing  the  lot  across  the  street, 

waiting on main lot. Signs have been put up inside 

church. They are only printed on one (1) side, but will 

look into getting both sides done. 

IT: Need to check with Blue Ridge regarding the 

band width to live stream the Worship Service efficiently. 

Need to  get  quotes  on  help  to  configure  the  new  

office computers. 

Worship & Music: Looking into the possibility of 

some outside services. Bulletins may need to be printed 

at  home,  only  a  limited  number  of  copies  may  be 

available.  Need  to  ask  East  Cocalico  Lions  Club  for 

permission to borrow their sound system. Copyrights for 

music with doing  a  live  stream  service;  about  $277  

a   year   for  a   license.  Can  use  any  song  from  our 

hymnal.  Services  will  be  pre-recorded  from  our 

Sanctuary. Organist will be playing music. Service will 

be available through a new link as Pastor Han’s church 

has decided to hold services from their Social Hall. 

Meeting was adjourned at 8:02 PM following the Lord’s 

Prayer. 

Next Meeting will be Wednesday, July 1, 2020. 

Congregation Council Report 
July 1, 2020 - 7:00 PM 

FUEL Council Members Present:  Tim Hegeman, 
Bruce Carpenter, Jim Kreider, Terri Kilrain, Janice Daub, 
Deb Demler, Lori Stover, Ellen Houser, Kelly Lesher and 
Pastor Marissa Becklin 
Devotions:  Terri Kilrain read a passage from Luke 12:22-
31.  She  reflected  on  Caring  and  Anxiety.  “Life  gives  us 
worry. Jesus encourages us to give our worries to God and 
continue to pray.” 
Pastor’s Report: 
Children’s summer engagement: Faithful Kids will mirror a 
Summer   Library   Program.   Thrivent   money   for   child   
education  due  to  Covid-19  will  be  used.  Prizes  for   
completing the work: footballs, ice cream, illustrated Bibles. 
Blessing Boxes were a HUGE hit. Thank you to Terri Kilrain 
and Haley Lesher for putting them together and distribution. 
Worship & Music  has  done  a  lot  to  make  sure  we  can 
assemble for services in the Park. Thank you for all your 
hard work! Organists will continue to be paid per service with 
the addition of the outside service; $110 a service. 
Cocalico’s Superintendent Ella Musser has asked for us to 
keep the school district and future plans in our prayers. 
Pastor Marissa has asked for August 10-25 as vacation 
dates. Worship & Music to discuss worship options. Supply 
Pastor is not available due to Covid 19. 
Grady Daub has asked for a transfer to Swamp Lutheran 
Church. He is very invested in their music program and is 
able to help with selections. 
Lillian Troutman is home recovering from her wrist injury. 
She is in her new apartment in Personal Care. 
Committee Highlights: 
Social  Ministry:  Has  completed  bags  with  masks  for 
anyone who does not have a mask for the outside services. 
Property: Parking lot across the street has been sealed 
and relined. New signs are up inside church. The Walnut 
Street bridge   will   be   redone.   Access   across   the   
bridge is unavailable July 6, 2020 - August 28, 2020. Parking 
lots will still have access or you can use the alley. Craig 
Stover will be in contact with Achey again regarding steeple 
work. 
Worship & Music: Outside worship services will be held 
at the Denver Park on Saturday evening’s starting at 6:30 
PM. A decision will be made by  2:00 PM on Saturday if 
weather is not looking good to cancel. 
Old Business: 
Acts of Love: We will not be helping with Acts of Love 
this  summer  as  originally  planned.  The  school  will  be 
continuing to give out lunches all summer. 
Sarah Winter’s Scholarship: There are three (3) qualified 
recipients:  Katie  Gerhart,  RN  Degree;  Grady  Daub,   
Dentistry;  Emily  Witmer,  RN  Degree.  Each  recipient  will 
receive $500. 
New Business: 
Discussion Of Opening FUEL: Recommendations from 
Conference conversation with Dean Karen Larson (Zion)— 
try to keep meetings outdoors, risk is lower. Do not give false 
hope. No one knows when things will return to normal; one 
half of the Conference churches are not worshiping in person 
until the fall. Cautions being taken for outside worship will 
help make the transition to inside worship helpful and easier. 
Masks are required to be worn during the service. If you 
do not   bring   one,   there   will   be   masks   available.   If  
someone refuses to wear a mask, they will be directed to 
enjoy  the  service  from  the  hall.  They  will  not  be  able  
to participate in Holy Communion. Sanitizer is available for 
Communion. A donation will be given to the Denver Park for 
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 Winters Scholarship 

Recipients 

Grady Daub 

Katie Gerhart 

Emily Witmer 

Each Received $500.00 
Sara  Stober  grew  up  in  Denver  and  was  a 
member of St. John. Her husband, Roy Winters, 
was a member of Swamp Lutheran and became 
a  Lutheran  pastor.  At  some  point  in  their 
marriage, they established identical scholarships 
at Swamp and St. John. The primary purpose 
was to provide financial assistance for college 
and seminary expenses for a  person preparing 
to become a pastor. If no one in a given year 
was preparing for pastoral ministry, the annual 
scholarship could be awarded to a person(s) 
who were in college preparing for another 
"helping" profession. The annual scholarship 
was  to  come  from  the  accrued  interest  of 
the investment. Recipients were to be made 
aware of the scholarship so in future years they 
might  make  contributions  to  the  principal  to 
increase the scholarship. 

use  of  the  stage  for  worship—$500.  With  ongoing 
changes in recommendations and changes, Worship & 
Music  may  need  to  meet  more  than  once  a  month. 
Meeting minutes will be sent to all Council members right 
away. 
Web Site: Bruce Carpenter is continuing to work on 
this.  All  Council  member  pictures  are  on  the site. 
Organists will be next. 
Cookbook: Terri Kilrain will be sending out papers 
for recipes.  Profit  from  sales  will  go  towards  the  
Youth Program, camp, activities, conference. Cost will be 
about  $10  a  book.  Minimum  of  100  books  must  be 
ordered. 
Women’s  Club  Meetings:  Lori  Stover  asked  for  
approval  to  have  the  Women’s  Club  Meetings  in  the 
Social Hall starting in September. Council approved with 
consideration  that  Covid  19  recommendations  and 
restrictions are followed. 

Meeting was adjourned at 8:29 PM following the Lord’s 
Prayer. 

Next Meeting will be Wednesday, August 5, 2020. 

Kelly Lesher, FUEL Council Secretary  

Congregation Council 

Meeting 
Wednesday, August 5, 2020 

7:00 PM 

CONGREGATION COUNCIL 
Tim Hegeman — 717-475-3530 — President  

Bruce Carpenter — 717-286-8820 — Vice President 

Kelly Lesher — 717-201-7918 — Council Secretary  

Jim Kreider — 484-256-6562 — Property 

Janice Daub —  717-917-5191 

Deb Demler — 717-926-1003 

Ellen Houser — 717-445-6175 

Terri Kilrain — 717-201-0099  

Traci Krick — 302-561-7776 

Lori Stover — 610-406-7970 

Scott Gola — 484-955-5106 — Treasurer  

August 

Birthdays 
Please   remember   our   

80+ members with a 

card, visit, or phone call: 

Jack   Dewald ― August   14 ― 31   Bill   

Drive, Denver, PA 17517 

Phyllis   Dellinger ― August   22 ― 605   

Fifth Avenue, Denver, PA 17517 

Leroy Witmer ― August 23 ― 250 Laurel 

Ridge Road, Reinholds, PA 17569 

August 4: Jim and Heather 

 Kreider 

August 8: Glenn and Donna 

 Gerhart 

August 12: Steven and Mary Gerhart 

August 29: Gerry and Joanne Phillips 

August 1: Barry Martzall 

August 2: Jo Dienst 

August 3: Debra Demler, 

 Tucker Lescoe 

August 6: Christa Deibler-McAllister 

August 8: Rebecca Reed 

August 14: Donna Deibler, Kayli Lescoe, Grace 

 Stewart 

August 15: Barney Tan, Ryan Gola 

August 16: Dustin Burkholder 

August 19: Emma Shupp 

August 22: Rodney Martzall, Kathleen Burkhart   

August 26: Luther Reinoehl 
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August Worship 

Tenth Sunday After Pentecost 
Sunday, August 9, 2020 

1 Kings 19:9-18; Psalm 85:8-13; Romans 10:5-
15; Matthew 14:22-33. Elijah finds the presence of 

God not in earthquake, wind, or fire, but in the 
sound of sheer silence. When the disciples 
face a great storm on the sea, they cry out 
with fear. Jesus says: “Take heart, it is I; do 
not be afraid.” Amid the storms of life, we 
gather to seek the calm presence of Christ 

that soothes our fears. In comforting words of scripture and 
in the refreshing bread and cup of the eucharist, God 
grants us peace and sends us forth to be a sign of God’s 
presence to others. 

 Eleventh Sunday After Pentecost 
Sunday, August 16, 2020  

Isaiah 56:1, 6-8; Psalm 67:1-7; Romans 11:1-
2a, 29-32; Matthew 15: [10-20] 21-28.  In Isaiah 
we hear that God’s house shall be a house of 
prayer for all people and that God will gather 
the outcasts of Israel. The Canaanite woman in 
today’s gospel is a Gentile, an outsider, who is 
unflinching in her request that Jesus heal her 
daughter. As Jesus commends her bold faith, how might 
our church extend its mission to those on the margins of 
society? In our gathering around word and meal we receive 
strength to be signs of comfort, healing, and justice for 
those in need. 

Twelfth Sunday After Pentecost 
Sunday, August 23, 2020 

Isaiah 51:1-6; Psalm 138:1-8; Romans 12:1-8; 
Matthew 16:13-20. In Isaiah the people are advised to 

look to their spiritual ancestors as the rock from 
which they were hewn. Jesus declares that the 
church will be built on the rock of Peter’s bold 
confession of faith. God’s word of reconciliation 
and God’s  mercy  are  keys  to  the  church’s 
mission. Paul urges us to not be conformed to 

this world but to offer our bodies as a living sacrifice, using 
our individual gifts to build up the body of Christ. From the 
table we go forth to offer our spiritual worship through word 
and deed. 

Thirteenth Sunday After Pentecost 
Sunday, August 30, 2020 

Jeremiah 15:15-21; Psalm 26:1-8; Romans 
12:9-21; Matthew 16:21-28. The prophet Jeremiah  
speaks  of  the  incurable  wound  of  his  suffering 
yet finds in God’s words the delight of his heart. 
When  Peter  doesn’t  grasp  Jesus’ words  about 
suffering, Jesus tells the disciples they will find 
their lives in losing them. Such sacrificial love is 
described by Paul when he urges us to associate 
with the lowly and not repay evil with evil. In worship we 
gather as a community that we might offer ourselves for the 
sake of our suffering world. 

2020 Altar Flower/Bulletin  

Sponsor Sign-Up 
The  Altar  Flower  Chart  for  2020  is  posted  on  

the  bulletin board inside the front door. Sponsors 

for Altar Flowers may use the standing order the 

congregation has with Roxanne’s or you may use 

the  florist  of  your  choice.  Please contact Jamie 

Carpenter, 717-336-5311. if you wish to sponsor 

the  Altar  Flowers.  Cost  is  $30.00  per  

Sunday.   Open   Dates:   August   9,  23, 

30;   September 27. 

The Bulletin Sponsor Chart for 2020 is also posted  

on  the  bulletin  board  inside  the  main  door. 

Please contact the Church Office, 717-336-2141 

if you wish to sponsor the Bulletins. Cost is 

$25.00 per Sunday. Open Dates: August 9, 

23; September 20, 27. 

Please continue to provide the 
Church   Office   with   your   email 
addresses  (changes   also)   to   be   
used for Newsletters, Schedules, 
etc.  

Email your changes to: 

faithunited@ptd.net.  Thank You! 

Ninth Sunday After Pentecost 

Sunday, August 2, 2020 

Isaiah 55:1-5; Psalm 145-8-9, 14-21; Romans 
9:1-5; Matthew 14:13-21. In today’s first reading 

God invites all who are hungry or thirsty to 
receive food and drink without cost. Jesus 
feeds the hungry multitude and reveals 
the abundance of God. At the eucharistic 
table we remember all who are hungry or 
poor in our world today. As we share the 

bread of life, we are sent forth to give ourselves away as 
bread for the hungry. 

August Worship 

Coronavirus Information 

Regarding Church Office 

The Church Office is Closed except for Monday, 
Wednesday, and Friday, 9:00 AM-12:00 PM with 
lots to do.  Bills  still  need  to  be  paid,  bulletins  
prepared  for  mailing,  donations  entered,  taxes, 
newsletters, etc.  
If you do not have email access or you cannot get 
on the Faith United website for updates, please call 
the Church Office for Church Worship and activity 
updates.   
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Outdoor Worship Services 

Monday/Thursday Bible Study 
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The First Saturday of Each Month 

 August 1, 2020 

September 5, 2020 

8:00-10:00 AM  

Drive-Thru 

Faith United Evangelical 
Lutheran Church 

357 Walnut Street, Denver, PA  17517 
 

Phone: 717-336-2141  
 Email:  faithunited@ptd.net 

Committee Contacts 
Interested in getting more involved? Contact the  

following people: 

Care of Members: Lori Stover                       

Finance: Scott Gola 

Christian Education: Brian Strohl         

 IT: Deb Demler 

Staff Support: Brad Fichthorn           

Property: Jim Kreider 

Worship and Music: Bruce Carpenter 

Peter’s Porch Feeding Ministry: Terry 

 Burkholder 

Family Ministry and Fellowship: Terri Kilrain 

Social Ministry: Dawn Frees 

Vacation Bible School: Ellen Houser 

Dear Friends, 
Faith   just   received   the   packet   of   
information from Lutheran World Relief.  
Changes have to be made for Ingathering 
Sunday on October 4

th
.  Some members 

of  the  Social  Ministry  Committee  will 
review the packet and develop a new plan 
for Faith’s Ingathering.     

Please   look   for   information   in   the 
September newsletter. 

God’s peace to all of us. 

 Dawn Frees 

Faith United Cookbook 
During this time of Covid 
and being "quarantined",  I 
thought it would be nice to 
make a congregational 
cookbook. We have so 
many wonderful cooks in 
this congregation and not 
just women, but men and 
children too. This will be a 

big project which I don't anticipate being done 
by Christmas. I'm thinking and hoping that it 
will be done by Mothers Day.   

I need everyone in this congregation to 
HELP! All I am asking for are three (3) or 
more recipes per person / household.    

I will be sending out recipe sheets in the next 
few weeks for you to fill out. The recipe must 
be on one of these sheets to send to the 
printing   company.  I   will   include   more   
information  about  returning  them  with  the 
recipe sheets.    

The  Categories  will  be:  Appetizers  and 
Beverages,  Soups and Salads,  Vegetables 
and Side Dishes,  Main Dishes,  Breads and 
Rolls,  Desserts, Cookies and Candy,  and  a 
This and That Section. 

Please check for your favorite recipes that 
you would like to share.   

Finally, I ask that the proceeds from these 
cookbooks  be  given  to  the  Children’s   
Program  at  Church.  Help  me  make  this  a 
success!    

Thank You, Terri Kilrain 

Christian Symbol 

Willow – The  billowing  branches  of  the  “weeping 
willow”  symbolize  mourning,  
especially of the Israelites as they 
endured captivity. The willow, 
which  grows  well  in  marshy 
areas, is associated in the Bible 
with fruitful, well-watered land 
(see Ezekiel 17:5). In descriptions 
of Old Testament festivals of 
praise, God’s people were told to 
“take branches from luxuriant 
trees–from  palms,  willows  and  other  leafy  trees–
and rejoice before the Lord your God for seven 
days” (Leviticus 23:40, NIV).  
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Adamstown Area Library is open for curbside pickup. In order to keep patrons and staff safe, pickup will be arranged by 
appointment only, following social distancing guidelines. You can place an order by phone (717-484-4200), through the 
electronic form on their website, or by emailing info@adamstownarealibrary.org. Include your name, phone number, and  
Library  card  number  to  identify  you  for  checkout.  Five  (5)  items  can  be  reserved  at  a  time.  Library  hours  are 
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday, 11:00 AM-6:00 PM and Saturday, 10:00 AM-2:30 PM. The Library will be 
closed on Tuesday. The book drop is open 24 hours for returns. 

The Summer Reading Program runs through August 15. For the first time, participants can track their progress online.  
You can sign up now at https://lancasterlibrariespa.beanstack.org/reader365  

The Library also continues to offer fun daily activities with Miss Jess, live bedtime stories, weekly craft videos for adults 
and teens, and more on its Facebook page @AdamstownAreaLibrary. See the full schedule and register for Zoom 
events by visiting the Library website at www.AdamstownAreaLibrary.org/events 

Events at Adamstown Area Library 

No Stress With Miss Jess – Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays at 10:00 AM – On Facebook 

Join  Miss  Jess  every  Monday,  Tuesday,  and  Thursday  for  a  no-stress  craft  or  activity!  Videos  will  be  posted 
on our Facebook page at 10:00 AM, along with a list of items you’ll need for the next activity. 

Adult And Teen Summer Craft – Tuesdays and Thursdays at 4:00 PM - On Facebook 

Summer fun isn’t just for kids. Miss Sharon will be sharing some great crafts for our adult and teen patrons to do this 
summer. Watch for these cute crafts every week! 

Craft And Chat – Tuesday, August 18 at 6:00 PM (adult audiences) – On Zoom 

Work on the project of your choosing while we catch up with other crafters. Bring a project to work on while we chat 
about favorite crafts, swap ideas, and stay social(ly distant). Meetups are every 3

rd
 Tuesday of the month from 6:00-7:00 

PM. For more information, register to receive the meeting link. We will be using Zoom. A call-in option is also available. 

Virtual Bedtime Stories (Live!) – Every Other Wednesday at 6:00 PM – On Facebook 

Tune in live on Facebook to hear Miss Roxanne read some stories and show you an easy craft you can do from home! 

Life Skills – Saturdays at 2:00 PM - On Facebook 

There are “LIFE SKILLS” that can help prepare you for the future. Life skills are what everyone expects you to know but 
no one teaches you. To help fill the gap, Miss Sonya will be demonstrating some of these skills. On Saturday afternoons 
we’ll post video tutorials on our Facebook page with things you need to know, like how to sew on a button, sort your 
laundry, and scramble an egg. The Facebook event page also has past videos and a skills challenge course you can 
complete at home. 

Modern Pop Art Experience And Collage Workshops – August 7 at 2:00 PM on Facebook. Friday, August 14 at 
2:00 PM Live on Zoom! Learn how to make your own eye-catching Pop Art collages in this series by New York artist 
Michael  Albert.  Michael  visited  the  Library  in  person  last  year  and  participants  all  had  a  great  time!  This  year, 
he’s offering video workshops. Each Friday from July 17-August 7, we will air a new video on our Facebook page at 2:00 
PM. Then, on Friday, August 14, the artist will join us on Zoom for a live session! Register to receive the meeting link for 
the live workshop. 

GSHPA Virtual STEAM Mobile: Master Builders – Monday, August 3 from 10:00 to 11:00 AM – Live Zoom 

Join Girl Scouts in the Heart of PA’s Virtual STEAM Mobile program! Learn and follow the Engineering Design Process 
while building new structures! You will need paper, pencil, coloring implements, and building supplies (LEGOs, plastic 
cups, paper, blocks, etc.) All children grades K-12 are welcome! Live Zoom event. Register to receive the meeting link. 

Story Time with Hank the Health Hero: Hank’s Healthy Smile – August 11 at 10:00 AM – On Facebook 

Join CHI St. Joseph’s Children’s Health & Hank the Health Hero as they read Hank’s Healthy Smile. A related activity 
PDF will be available to download for those viewing. This event will be posted on Facebook. Recommended for children 
ages 3 to 8.  

https://lancasterlibrariespa.beanstack.org/reader365
http://www.AdamstownAreaLibrary.org/events
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Hospice & Community Care and the 
Pathways  Center for Grief & Loss are 

offering the following programs in 
August, 2020.   

As we are taking all necessary precautions 
for the health and safety of our patients 

and families, staff, volunteers and visitors 
related to the Coronavirus outbreak, our support group will be held via Zoom. 
Call the Pathways Center at (717) 391-2413 or (800) 924-7610 to receive Zoom 

credentials. 
 

ADULT DROP-IN GROUPS 

These free meetings include a presentation and an informal time to talk with others. Call the Pathways Center at (717) 
391-2413 or (800) 924-7610 to register. 

Coping with the Loss of a Parent or Sibling: Tuesday, August 4, 6:30–8:00 PM. 

Coping  with  the  Loss  of  a  Spouse  or  Companion:  Wednesday,  August 5,  6:30–8:00 PM; Tuesdays, 
August 18 and 25, 2:00–3:30 PM; Tuesday, August 18, 6:30–8:00 PM. 

Coping With the Loss of a Loved One Due to Coronavirus: Wednesday, August 19, 6:00–7:30 PM. There 
are some unique aspects to losing a loved one to the Coronavirus. This virtual support group held via Zoom provides a 
safe place for you to talk with others who are also grieving this type of loss. Call the Pathways Center at (717) 391-2413 
or (800) 924-7610 to register. 

NEWLY BEREAVED (3-week series): Wednesdays, August 12,  19  and  26,  10:00–11:30 AM.  If  a  loss  was  
recent,  this series provides  an  overview  of  common  grief  responses  and  will  help  attendees  to  begin  to  identify  
coping  tools. Space is limited and registration is required. Call the Pathways Center at (717) 391-2413 or (800) 924-
7610 at least one week prior to the start of the group to discuss with a bereavement counselor. 

GRASP  (Grief  Recovery  After  A  Substance  Passing):  Tuesday,  August  11,   6:30–8:00  PM.  This 
group provides compassion and understanding for individuals who have had a loved one die as a result of substance 
abuse  or  addiction. Free;  pre-registration  for  new  attendees  is  required.  For  more  information  or  to  register, 
contact Marjorie Paradise at mparadise810@comcast.net or (717) 951-2720. 
COPING WITH SUDDEN DEATH (4-week series): Thursdays, August 20, 27; September 3, 10,  6:30–8:00  
PM.  Sudden  deaths  due  to  suicide,  drug  overdose,  accidents,  homicide  or  medical  events  can  shatter  your 
sense of order and safety. This series, held via Zoom, will provide a safe place to explore your questions and feelings 
and connect with others who have similar experiences. Space is limited and registration is required. If interested, call by 
August  13 to discuss with a bereavement counselor to determine if the group will meet your needs.  
INTERNATIONAL  OVERDOSE  AWARENESS  DAY: Monday,  August  31,  6:30–7:15  PM,  check-in,  vendor 
displays   and   refreshments;   7:15–8:30   PM,   program   and   keynote   address.  This   event   will   be   held   at   
the Pathways Center dependent upon the current state of the pandemic and our ability to insure the safety of our guests. 
If we are unable to do so, it will be held via Zoom. Updates will be posted on our website at 
www.PathwaysThroughGrief.org. International  Overdose  Awareness  Day  (OAD)  is  observed  all  over  the  world  on 
August 31. It is a day to acknowledge the grief felt by families and friends remembering those who have died from a 
drug  overdose  and  serves  to  reduce  the  stigma  of  a  drug-related  death.  OAD  will  be  observed  for  the  first 
time in Lancaster County. Dr. Mitchell Crawford, Director of Addiction Services for WellSpan Philhaven and a bereaved 
family  member,  will  present  “Overdose:  Finding  Your  Path  After  Tragedy”.  Families  are  encouraged  to  attend 
and   activities   will   be   available   for   children   separate   from   the   adults.   Space   is   limited   and   registration   
is  required. Register by August 24 at www.hospiceandcommunitycare.org/OAD or call (717) 391-2413.  

Dear Members Of Faith United, 
I wish to express my Sincere 
Thanks for all the beautiful 
Birthday cards and phone   
calls I received during the week 

of my Birthday. Each one was deeply appreciated. 
Also, what a wonderful surprise when a lovely 
young girl rang my doorbell and presented me with 
a beautifully decorated box containing lots of 
“goodies”. She said it was from Church. Thank 
You so very much. 
It is wonderful to be a part of such a caring Church 
Family.                God Bless You All. JoAn Weaver 

Thank You to all at FUEL for making my Birthday 
a great one! Thanks for the beautiful cards, phone 
calls and singing messages. I appreciate your 
thoughtfulness and friendship. 

Blessings To All Of You! Gloria Shober 

We are so blessed to be part of the Church Family 
here  at  Faith.  Bob  says  Thank  You  for  all  the 
Birthday   Cards   he   received   and   we   both   
appreciate all the well wishes we received on our 
move to Luther Acres.         Joyce and Bob Fischer 

Love the “Care Package”. You are spoiling me! 
Sally Ann Herbst 
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Connect With Us On Facebook! 

For regular invitation to prayer, devotional 
reflections, and updates, follow us on      

Facebook: @faithunitedelca 
Also, consider joining our Private group: 

Faith United Lutheran Church Community 
Building, where we are spending time     

getting to know one another and check in 
with each other. We’d love to have you join 

us! 

Free 

Trinity United 

Methodist Church 

420 Main Street, Denver 

AUGUST 

CANCELLED 

In Our Prayers 
We ask you to daily pray for the following people and 

those in your life you know that are in need:    

For Comfort Of The Holy Spirit: 

Barry Burkholder Family    Claude Lynch Family 

Jim Beard Family 

For Healing:  

Rob Macker   Lillian Troutman   Audrey Grill 

Jim Kreider    Skip Buohl    Dave Steiner  

Vernon Boose   Glenn Gerhart   Sue Henkel 

Kim Ludwig   Angie Carpenter   Alex Becklin 

Helen Kuehne   Ron Ayers    Dave Karl 

Betty Ramsey   Naomi Shaak   Tracy Augustine 

Faye Reber   Stan Henderson   Alfred Evans 

Lorraine Robins   Pastor Hans Becklin 

You’re also invited to call and/or send cards.           

Continuing Concerns 
Bruce Haws, Janet Musser, Harriet Garber, Hudson  Sollenberger,  Jeri  Lynn  Pickel,  Dominic  Schoolcraft,  Terry  
Blair, Victor Rodriguez,  Roseann  Wiest,  Pat  Brendle,  Jim  Kimmel,  Day  Fasnacht,  Larry  Donmoyer,  Stephanie  
Kurtz,   Arlene   Monyer,   Dorothy   Hoyer,  Susan  Means,  Lorna  Buohl,  Bill  Houser,  Arlene  Slabach,  Maureen 
Latanishen, Nick Sansone, Bill Murphy, Ethel Farrow, Bob Fischer, Peggy and Jack  Dewald, Ronald Worline, Leah 
Witmer, Peter Heisey, Kimberley Fick, Paul Kostyak,  Kevin Schadt,  Pastor   Dennis  Trout,  Caryll  Lausch,  Ethel  
Newman,  Pastor  Sharon  Blezzard,  Cathy  Hornberger,  Florence  Rutt, Helen  Shirk, John  Oleszczuk,  Shirley 
Shaeffer, William  Kralik, Todd  Tussinger,  Philip  Main,  Dean  Camp,  Jack  Bucher,  Lily  Lutz,  Alec   Martel,   Jean   
(Schaeffer)  Mull,  Viola  White,  John  and  Pauline  Matthews,  Jed  Weidner,  Melvin  and  Dorothy  Schmeck,  Matt 
Donley, Bob Witmer, Christian Martin, Susan Hartman, Men and Women Serving in our Armed Forces.  

“A friend is one of the nicest things you can 
have, and one of the best things you can be.” 

—Douglas Pagels 

“Every  saint  has  a  past.  Every  sinner  has 
a future.”                          —Stanley Hauerwas 

“Youth is the gift of nature, but age is a work of art.” 
—Stanislaw Jerzy Lec 
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   Official Status Of The 
2020 Synod Assembly 

On June 6, 2020, Bishop James S. Dunlop 
called  the  2020  Synod  Assembly  to order. 
Secretary   Beth   Schlegel   certified   288   
registered voting members, of whom 22 were 
present. There being no quorum to conduct 
business, the Assembly was adjourned to the 
call of the Chair. 

In consultation with the Synod Council at a 
Special Meeting held by Zoom on Wednesday, 
July 2, 2020, the Assembly Chair, Bishop 
James S. Dunlop, determined that he will not 
call the Assembly to order until 2021. 

This   difficult   decision   was   made   with   
the guidance of available coronavirus data,   
the  guidelines  established  by  public  health 
authorities,   concern   for   the   vulnerable   
population represented by many of our Synod 
voting members, the logistical challenges of 
using  technology  for  a  Fall  Assembly,  the 
compressed    timeline    for    Conference    
Assemblies, and the commitment to including 
all voting members in the proceedings of the 
Assembly. We pray that by next year, God will 
grant  us  the  ability  to  convene.  It  is  our 
understanding that Pennsylvania law permits a 
Board of Directors to fill vacant Director seats 
until the next corporate Annual Meeting when a 
Meeting  cannot  be  held  due  to  catastrophic 
circumstances, and the Synod Council intends 
to act accordingly to conduct any necessary 
business   that   was   to   come   before   the   
Assembly. In this way, we hope to continue the 
important  ministry  we  share  as  the  Lower 
Susquehanna  Synod. 

Beth A. Schlegel, 
Lower Susquehanna Synod Secretary 

Children’s Program 

Dear Parents, 

Thank you so much for faithfully attending to 
the faith development of your children/child in 

this unusual time. Children understand much 
more than we give them credit for―and they 

certainly know that life is far from normal right 
now,  no  matter  their  age.  Like  everyone 

struggling   in   this   time,   they   need   to    
experience  God’s  love  and  peace  as  an 

antidote for the weariness of the world. 
 We have a new opportunity this summer 

called “Faith United’s Faithful Kids”. Your child 

will  get  “points”  for  completing  different  
activities; they will be able to redeem these 

points for different prizes at Saturday night 
Worship  In  The  Park  throughout  July  and 

August, and will each receive a “grand prize” 
at  the  end,  depending  on  what  they’ve 

completed. These activities include: 
 

● Coloring pages 
● Activities that connect their faith to life at 

home like helping Mom and Dad with chores, 

saying sorry, and forgiving their friends and 
siblings. 

● More involved activities, like watching Bible 
story  videos,  learning  Bible  Songs,  and 

memorizing Bible verses. 
 

TO PARTICIPATE: 
Attend Saturday night worship opportunities at 

6:30 PM in the Denver Park in order to pick 
up your packets for the summer and to pick 

up prizes as the weeks continue 

OR 
Come to the office MWF 9:00 AM-12:00 PM 

OR 
Email Pastor Marissa to receive materials       

virtually: pastormbecklin@gmail.com 
 

• The grand prize of an illustrated Bible will 
need to be earned by turning in points sheets 

by August 29, and needs 1500 points to earn. 
 

Grace and peace, 

Pastor Marissa 
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God Amid Pandemic 
Last spring, life changed as we became familiar with 
terms such as social distancing, flattening the curve 
and self-quarantining. We could hardly believe the 
closed schools, businesses and especially churches 
—just as Holy Week and Easter drew near! The 
coronavirus ran rampant in the world. Where was 
God? 
But as the spread continued, many civic leaders 
stepped  up,  calmly  informing  us  of  the  facts,  of 
actions being taken to mitigate the crisis and of how 
we could help. Healthcare professionals risked their 
lives and endured separation from families; teachers 
drew on astounding stores of creativity to teach 
online; pastors delivered sermons and lessons to 
empty sanctuaries as members listened and prayed 
while living in lockdown. Surely God was present— 
through them! 

Then I remembered how God assures us through 
Isaiah,  “Fear  not!  When  you  pass  through  the 
waters, the fires, yes, even the pandemics of this 
world, I will be  with  you”  (43:1-2,  paraphrased).  
And  Jesus echoes, “I am with you always” (Matthew 
28:20). 

—Sandy Hyland 

The Victor’s Crown 
In  ancient  Greece,  a  laurel  wreath  symbolized 
victory and honor. When Jesus was forced to wear 

a crown of thorns on Good Friday, the 
intent was mockery. Yet through his 
Easter victory, Jesus proves that he’s 
not just a king but the King of kings. And 
by defeating death, he offers us “the 

crown of glory that will never fade away” (1 Peter 
5:4, NIV). 
As   we   await   that   heavenly   prize,   we   can   
contemplate these words from evangelist Aimee 
Semple McPherson: “We are all making a crown 
for Jesus out of these daily lives of ours—either a 
crown of golden, divine love, studded with gems of 
sacrifice and adoration, or a thorny crown, filled 
with the cruel briars of unbelief, or selfishness and 
sin.”  

 My Dear Church Family,  

It is with a heavy heart that I inform that I am 

transferring   my   membership   to   Swamp   

Lutheran Church.  Although it was not an easy 

decision, I have come to the conclusion that it 

is the correct move for me as an individual. As 

I type this message, I am reminded starkly of 

everything that you all have done for me. 

Whether it is musically or whether it is from a 

support perspective of lay people, you all have 

done so much praying for me over the past 19 

years. It warms my heart to think of all the 

wonderful Christmas Eve and Easter services I 

have attended at Faith United these many 

years. It has been a blessing and you all will 

always hold a special place in my heart.  

Grace and Peace to you In Jesus Name,  

Grady Daub   
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