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"A voice cries out: "In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD, make straight in the desert
a highway for our God.""
Isaiah 40:3
357 Walnut Street, PO Box 157
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Church Telephone - 717-336-2141
Fax - 717-336-6475
Email - faithunited@ptd.net
Website - www.faithunited-elca.org
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@faithunitedlutheran

Annual Congregational Meeting
Sunday, December 13th 10:15 AM

(ONLY ONE SERVICE AT 9:00 AM)
Faith United's Annual Congregational Meeting
will be held on Sunday, December 13th, at
10:15 AM following the 9:00 AM Worship
Service. We will only have one Worship
Service on this day, in order to
accommodate this meeting. We will
maintain social distancing during this
Service by preparing an overflow area
in the Fellowship Hall to be used if
needed. Copies of the Proposed Budget and
Constitutional updates to be voted on at this
meeting are available for members to review
prior to this meeting in the back of the
Sanctuary throughout the month of December,
or by contacting the office to request a copy.

Approve Proposed Budget
Elect Congregation Council
Approve Constitution
Changes
More On Pages 12-13

A Reminder:

to be rostered as an active
member requires a record of both communing
and contributing to the church. Final date for
contributions this year is Sunday, December
27.
Thank you for your generous support of our
ministries.

Thursday, Friday
December 24, 25
Thursday, Friday
December 31
January 1, 2021

Hanging Of The Greens

The Worship and Music Committee is looking for
helpers to decorate our worship
space for the Advent and Christmas
seasons. This will be done in a
socially-distanced manner throughout
the week of November 30—December 5 (you
are welcome to come at any time).
Please Call 717-336-2141 Or
Email faithunited@ptd.net If Willing To Help.

Gift And Endowment Planning
For Faith United

You are invited to participate in a process of
carefully stewarding the financial gifts that Faith
United has been blessed by. Over the course of
four virtual meetings in the months of November
and December, we will gather with representatives
from the ELCA to create a faithful gift policy for our
congregation and prepare the structure for an
Endowment Fund that will serve the mission of God
in our church and community for generations to
come. Please RSVP to Pastor Marissa if you hope
to attend this meeting so that we can
appropriately plan: pastormbecklin@gmail.com
Meeting schedule:
Wednesday, December 9 at 6:30 PM
To join our meeting, click the following
link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83431877484
To join by phone, dial 1-929-205-6099 and enter
Meeting ID: 834 3187 7484

Deadline For
January, 2021 Newsletter
Sunday, December 13, 2020

Offering Envelopes

Stewardship

Your
2021
Offering
Envelopes
are
available for pick up on a table at the back
of the Church.
If you were missed, contact the Church
Office.
Generic Offering Envelopes are
available for use on the table with
the bulletins.
A good alternative is “Simply
Giving”
which
automatically
remits your
offering
to
the
Church. Contact the Church Office, 717-3362141, Monday, Wednesday, Friday, 9:00 AM12:00 PM for more details.

Even as we meet in-person and electronically for
worship, the work of the church continues and
intensifies. Please continue your giving by one
of the following ways:
1) Mail your offering envelope to the Church
Office; they will be collected regularly.
2) Set up “Simply Giving” which automatically
remits your offering to the Church. Contact the
Church Office, 717-336-2141, for more details.
3) Give online using checking/savings account
or credit/debit card by going to our website
(faithunited-elca.org) and clicking on the “Give”
tab at the top.
Thank you for your continued stewardship of
God’s gifts!

The Upper Room Daily Devotional

Please continue to provide the Church
Office with your email addresses
(changes also) to be used for
Newsletters, Schedules, etc.
Email your changes to:
faithunited@ptd.net. Thank You!

January - February, 2021

Christ In Our Home Daily Devotional

January, February, March, 2021
Also, A Large Print Version is Available
They Are On The Table With The Bulletins.

WANTED
Recipes, inspirational articles, poetry, gardening tips, household tips, etc. to be used in
Monthly Newsletters.
Please put your items in the Secretary’s mailbox marked “Shirley Sweigart” in the Coat Room.
Thank You for sharing your useful items with your Church Family.

Photo Use Practice

Church Office Requests

In attending church events, photos may be taken to help keep
shut-ins and friends of the church aware of the life
and activities of Faith United. If you do not wish to
be photographed, please let us know so we may
honor your wishes. As a practice, we consider the
privacy appropriate to people with special
circumstances, but may not know of all sensitive
situations. Your help is required or we anticipate
permission is given.

Please call the Church Office at 717-336-2141 when:
 You are in the hospital or prior to going
to the hospital (or have a relative call for
you). In order for the pastor to visit, someone
needs to inform the Church.
 You are confined to your home for an
extended period of time because of illness or
accident;
 You are going to a rehab center or a nursing
home;
 There is a change in your family status (birth,
death, marriage, or divorce);
 You move to a new home, move out of
the area, or go away to college or graduate
school;
 You schedule a meeting or an event of a
group or committee. In an effort to be open
and communicative with everyone, we would
like to include all scheduling on the
Church Calendar and in the Weekly Bulletin.

Staff
Pastor — Pastor Marissa Becklin
Organists — Caryll Lausch
Cynthia Kauffman
Grady Daub
Choir Director — Matthew Donley
Office Administrator and
Newsletter Editor — Shirley Sweigart
Custodian — Elizabeth Roman-Reich
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The Message Of Christmas
For A Weary World
As we prepare for another Advent and Christmas season, it is tempting to look around us at
all this year has brought and to feel fatigue, disappointment, and grief. Our celebrations will not look
the same this year, and we mourn what will be different while (hopefully) weighing that against the
steps we are called to take for safety in love for ourselves and our neighbor. I’ve heard many of us
say that of all the things COVID-19 has taken from us, it seems unfair for it to take Christmas, too.

That is a sentiment that I can appreciate, dear ones. I hear you. We are sick, and sad, and
angry, and hurting, and we miss what we once had. But it was on a night just like this that God was
born in this world. It was in a broken, exhausted, horrified world that God showed up. Two thousand
years ago a tyrant named Emperor Augustus reigned using oppression and terror to force peasants
like Mary and Joseph to bend to his will. Two thousand years ago Mary and Joseph, tired,
exhausted, and afraid, travelled over 90 miles on rocky terrain to Bethlehem, only to be turned away
by almost everyone in Joseph’s hometown. On the verge of giving birth with nowhere to lay their
heads, Mary and Joseph finally found shelter in a stinky, dirty stable. It was unfair, it was
unimaginable, and that’s the climate in which God shows up.
The rule-breaking part of all of this is that God doesn’t show up in the palace, or wearing a
crown, or even within the walls of a house. Emmanuel, God with us, is about drawing
people together in the face of tragedy and violence and fear—in the face of brokenness. This story
of God entering our world and loving us and knitting us together and filling us with hope is one that
feels good to hear every year, but we are uniquely equipped to hear this news this year.
In fact, it is possible that in 2020 we are better prepared to hear this news than we have been
before. We so often let the cultural (and fun!) parts of the Christmas season distract us from the true
celebration that we are called to in faith. The good, gospel news of Christmas is that brokenness,
inequality, sinfulness, fear, and exhaustion cannot stop the arrival of God. COVID-19,
racism, unrest, division, fear...none of it can stop God’s arrival. None of it will keep Christmas—the
arrival of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ right here in our midst—from happening.
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel.

In Peace, Pastor Marissa

Midweek Advent Services
Join Pastor Marissa on Wednesday
evenings at 7:00 PM (December 2, 9, 16,
and 23) for a short Devotional Service
to help you and your family observe
the season of Advent and make space for
the arrival of Jesus.

Pastor Marissa Becklin

These services are fully online, on our
Church's YouTube page, and will come to
you from Pastor Marissa's living room to
yours.

1005 Clearview Avenue, Ephrata, PA 17522

Cell: 717-203-6013
pastormbecklin@gmail.com
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Faith United Evangelical
Lutheran Church Council Minutes
Wednesday, November 4, 2020
6:30 PM

Congregation Council
Meeting

FUEL Council Members Present: Tim Hegeman, Bruce
Carpenter, Terri Kilrain, Janice Daub, Deb Demler, Jim
Kreider, Ellen Houser, Kelly Lesher and Pastor Marissa
Becklin.
Devotions: Tim Hegeman discussed Unity and how God
can bring the changes we need, followed by a prayer.
Pastor’s Report:
The livestream installation is planned and livestream
services will start November 15, 2020. Moving forward with
livestream we will cancel the Wednesday Service and the
call-in option.
Boy Scouts of America has declared bankruptcy. The
Church will file a general claim for protection as our building
was used for meetings. This is coming from a recommendation from the ELCA. The claim will absolve us of liability
and protect us financially.
Keeping in her prayers: Caryll Lausch, is still recovering from
a fall; Rob Macker is recovering from hip replacement; Glenn
Gerhart is recovering from knee surgery.
The Annual Congregational Meeting is set for December 13,
2020. There will be a 9:00 AM Service that day with the
meeting to follow. 15% of active members need to be there
for a quorum. This only needs to be 24 members.
Pastor Tim Craven will take care of Emergency situations
while Pastor Marissa is on vacation.
The Church Wide Assembly on 2019 has made changes to
the model constitution that will affect our constitution. This is
mostly punctuation and simple terms. Dawn Frees has made
these changes and they will be presented at the Annual
Congregational Meeting for approval.
There are three (3) people who would like to become
members: Kris and Rich Billings, Cindy Kauffman. Council
approved.
Treasurer’s Report:
Scott Gola was present to go over the 2021 Budget Report
in preparation for the Annual Meeting. There have been two
(2) increases to the budget: 1) Pastors Housing Allowance,
approved; 2) Budget Approval, approved.
Scott is working on the PPP application for forgiveness.
Committee Highlights:
Christian Ed: Pastor and Brian Strohl are working on
possibly doing a zoom Children’s Christmas Program.
Care Of Members: Bob Fischer has started on dialysis.
Property: Jim Kreider is looking into the best option for
air purification in the Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall.
Old Business:
Mitch Arment will be our Denver Park Representative.
There have been three (3) members who have been
nominated and accepted to join Council: Deb Anthony,
Melissa Voler, Lisa Gable.
New Business:
Meeting was adjourned at 7:58 PM following the Lord’s
Prayer
Next Meeting will be Wednesday, December 2, 2020.
Respectfully submitted by Kelly Lesher
FUEL Council Secretary
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Wednesday, December 2, 2020

6:30 PM

CONGREGATION COUNCIL
Tim Hegeman — 717-475-3530 — President
Bruce Carpenter — 717-286-8820 — Vice President
Kelly Lesher — 717-201-7918 — Council Secretary
Jim Kreider — 484-256-6562 — Property
Janice Daub — 717-917-5191
Deb Demler — 717-926-1003
Ellen Houser — 717-445-6175
Terri Kilrain — 717-201-0099
Traci Krick-Shepherd — 302-561-7776
Lori Stover — 610-406-7970
Scott Gola — 484-955-5106 — Treasurer

Committee Contacts
Interested in getting more involved? Contact
the following people:
Care of Members: Lori Stover
Finance: Scott Gola
Christian Education: Brian Strohl
Information Technology (IT): Deb Demler
Staff Support: Brad Fichthorn
Property: Jim Kreider
Worship and Music: Bruce Carpenter
Peter’s Porch Feeding Ministry: Terry
Burkholder
Family Ministry and Fellowship: Terri
Kilrain
Social Ministry: Dawn Frees
Vacation Bible School: Ellen Houser

Monday,
December 21,
2020

Family Ministry At
Faith United
For Information
Contact Terri Kilrain
Cell: 717-201-0099
Email: Task@ptd.net
Thank You to everyone who has donated
recipes for the cookbook. Going through the
recipes I find that we are in need of some in
certain groups. If you could dig through your
recipes and see if you can help me with a few
more I would appreciate it. The areas that need
the most are:
Appetizers and Beverages
Breads and Rolls
Cookies and Candies
Vegetables and Side Dishes
I could also use a few more in:
Soups
Desserts
I have a lot in Entrées but if anybody has more I
would welcome all I can get. If you need more
papers please notify me or Shirley at Church
and we will make sure you have more forms to
fill out. There are more in Church but I can send
some from home if you need them.
Recipes will be collected until the end of
January and then the cookbook will get put
together and we should have them before
summer.

December
December
December
December
December
December
December
December

6: Phillip Deibler
9: Emily Reed
10: Andrew Luciani
11: Harold Martzall
16: Denise Hackman
19: Kathleen Hafer, Brandon Boose
21: Craig Stover
31: Andrew Witmer

December
December
December
December

4: Bruce and Jamie Carpenter
7: William and Ellen Houser
21: Matt and Sue Donley
26: Tracey and Steve Weidner

80+ December
Birthdays
Please remember our 80+
members with a card, visit, or
phone call:
Caryll Lausch - December 2 - 126 North
Fourth Street, Denver, PA 17517
Joyce Shober - December 2 - 2548 Orange
Ridge Road, Clearmont, FL 34715
John Loeber - December 6 - 8 Cameron Court,
Denver, PA 17517
William Ludwig - December 23 - 17 Keeler
Avenue, Stevens, PA 17578
Mary Ann Fichthorn - December 29 - 147
East Lancaster Avenue, Denver, PA 17517

Faith United Evangelical
Lutheran Church
357 Walnut Street, Denver, PA 17517
Phone: 717-336-2141
Email: faithunited@ptd.net

Peter’s Porch is in
need of One Dozen
Egg Cartons so we can
repackage flats of eggs
from the Food Bank.
Please put donations in the grocery
cart in the back of the Church.

The First Saturday of Each Month
December 5, 2020
January 2, 2021

8:00-10:00 AM
Drive-Thru
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357 Walnut Street, Denver, PA 17517
Phone 717-336-2141
FAX 717-336-6475
Email: faithunited@ptd.net
Website: faithunited-elca.org
Check us out on Facebook and Instagram: @faithunitedlutheran

Faith United Evangelical Lutheran Church

In Our Prayers

We ask you to daily pray for the following
people and those in your life you know that are in
need:
For Comfort From The Holy Spirit:
Kevin Spangler Family
For Healing:
Sally Herbst
Caryll Lausch
Doris Reinoehl
Glenn Gerhart
Lillian Troutman
Vernon Boose
Sue Henkel
Rita Dienst
Kim Tran
Scott Witmer
Pat Stansbery
Rita Gotshall
Jean Lorah
Ginny Stoltz
Christa Rutt
Shirley Achey
Angie Carpenter
Ron Orth
Helen Kuehne
Tracy Augustine
Betty Hetherington
You’re also invited to call and/or send cards.
Continuing Concerns

Pat and Carl Adair, Betty Ramsey, Ron Ayers, Audrey Grill, Alfred Evans, Stan Henderson, Bruce
Haws, Harriet Garber, Hudson Sollenberger, Jeri Lynn Pickel, Dominic Schoolcraft, Terry
Blair, Victor Rodriguez, Roseann Wiest, Pat Brendle, Day Fasnacht, Larry Donmoyer, Stephanie Kurtz,
Arlene Monyer, Dorothy Hoyer, Susan Means, Lorna Buohl, Bill Houser, Arlene Slabach, Maureen
Latanishen, Nick Sansone, Bill Murphy, Ethel Farrow, Bob Fischer, Peggy and Jack Dewald, Ronald
Worline, Leah Witmer, Peter Heisey, Kimberley Fick, Paul Kostyak, Pastor Dennis Trout, Caryll Lausch,
Ethel Newman, Pastor Sharon Blezzard, Cathy Hornberger, Florence Rutt, Helen Shirk, John
Oleszczuk, Shirley Shaeffer, William Kralik, Todd Tussinger, Philip Main, Dean Camp, Jack Bucher,
Lily Lutz, Alec Martel, Jean (Schaeffer) Mull, Viola White, John and Pauline Matthews, Jed
Weidner, Melvin and Dorothy Schmeck, Matt Donley, Bob Witmer, Christian Martin, Susan Hartman,
Men and Women Serving in our Armed Forces.

Serving This Month - December
Date

Ushers - 9:00 AM

Ushers - 10:30 AM

Cantors - 9:00 AM & 10:30 AM

December

6 Bill and Shirley Ludwig

Teri Arment
Bruce Carpenter

Matt Donley and Ellen Houser

December

13 Bill and Shirley Ludwig

Teri Arment
David Brumbach

Matt Donley and Ellen Houser

December

20 Bill and Shirley Ludwig

Teri Arment
Bruce Carpenter

Matt Donley and Ellen Houser

December
3:00 PM

24 Bill and Shirley
Ludwig

December
7:00 PM

24 Bruce and Jamie
Carpenter

December

27 Bill and Shirley Ludwig

Teri Arment
Bruce Carpenter

Matt Donley and Ellen Houser
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November Peter's Porch

Church windows on a clear night.

Learning about Baptism in Kid's Church.

New livestream camera, given in
Memory of Lew Demler.
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This feeling overtakes me from time to time since I've retired. It's a nagging feeling
that I should be somewhere else, that I'm late, that I'm not getting enough done, or
getting done quick enough. It's a vestige of all those years as an employee pursuing
a paycheck. Now that I'm not compelled to rise early, dash off to work, and
force myself to perform, the compulsion lingers. It's a hardwired propensity
that's dramatically expressed in my dreams where I'm struggling unsuccessfully to
perform a task, or hopelessly not on time, or disappointing someone. Some of these
dreams are amusing and surreal. Some are unnerving and fearful. In spite of Covid19 restrictions, I am living my best life with purpose, and enjoyment and satisfying
things to do. I am not leaving retirement. But, sometimes life feels strange without the
obligation, regimentation, and performance pressure of employment. Maybe I have a
case of retiree imposter syndrome. It's hard to believe that what I've worked for my
whole life is real and happening. This low-grade cognitive dissonance sometimes
catches me off guard and leaves me unable to recognize the cause of my moodiness.
This was my state of mind early one morning before sunrise. This is the time
when I feed our cat Cornelius, under the forebay of our barn. Cornelius, normally
abandoning my company after eating his meal, now sits expectantly staring up at me.
I scooped him up, cradle him in my arms, and hold him against my chest. This usually
doesn't last long and he'll normally jump down and bolt off in search of the next feline
predatory fascination: cricket's, lanternflies, a wind blown leaf. To my surprise
he relaxes his chin on my arm while I find a comfortable place to sit. His body; soft,
warm, and lithe, conforms to the shape of my lap like water. He purrs.
While I study his motionless repose, my mind singularly fixes on the
absolute absence of tension in his body. Cornelius' demeanor is infectious and soon
my vague malaise and conflicting feelings of who I am now evaporate into the cool air
around me. Cornelius, inherently devoid of speech, says with his body, "just be...just
be...who we are now is more than good enough." He and I unknowingly have slipped
into a meditative state. Without hesitation I synchronize my breathing with his and
surrender to this experience. As Cornelius momentarily abandons his fearful instincts
and I let go of conflicting feelings, we draw closer to the original state of peaceful
awareness at our birth - our true selves. Cloaked in soft dawning light Cornelius and I
know that we are present, complete, and whole by the hand and grace of our creator.
Thanks Be To God!
Jim Redcay
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DECEMBER WORSHIP

First Sunday Of Christmas
Sunday, December 27

Isaiah 61:10―62:3 Psalm 148:1-14; Galatians 4:4-7;
Luke 2:22-40. The psalmist calls on the natural
world, celestial bodies, fire and earth,
creatures, and all humanity, to praise God.
The voices of Simeon and 84-year-old Anna
join the chorus today, recognizing what God
is doing in Jesus. Simeon’s song is often
sung after communion, for we have seen
God’s salvation in the assembled community and have
held Jesus in our hands in the bread. Then, like the
prophet Anna, we tell of Jesus to all who look for the
healing of the world.

Second Sunday Of Advent
Sunday, December 6
Isaiah 40:1-11; Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13; 2 Peter 3:8-15a;
Mark 1:1-8. John calls people to repent, to clear the
decks, to completely reorder their lives so that
nothing gets in the way of the Lord’s coming.
The reading from Isaiah gives the context for
this radical call: the assurance of forgiveness
that encourages us to repent; the promise that the coming
one will be gentle with the little ones. Isaiah calls us all to
be heralds with John, to lift up our voices fearlessly and
say, “See, your God is coming!” We say it to one another
in worship, in order to say it with our lives in a world in
need of justice and peace.

Bible Study and Prayer Group
Thursdays at Noon
December 3, 10, 17, 2020

Third Sunday Of Advent
Sunday, December 13
Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11; Psalm 126: 1-6; 1 Thessalonians
5:16-24; John 1:6-8, 19-28. “Rejoice
always,” begins the reading from 1
Thessalonians. Isaiah and the psalmist
make clear that God is turning our mourning
into laughter and shouts of joy. “All God’s
children got a robe,” go the words of a
spiritual. It is not so much a stately, formal, pressed outfit
as it is a set of party clothes, clothes we are happy to
wear. We receive that robe in baptism, and in worship we
gather for a foretaste of God’s party.

Join Pastor Marissa and
your fellow congregants in
learning more about one
another’s lives and about
the
Bible.
We
are
currently reading our way through the Book of
Acts. Join here: https:///us04web.zoom.us/
j/411053586 or by calling in to 1-929-205-6099
and enter code 411053586.

Fourth Sunday Of Advent
Sunday, December 20

Communion Visits By Request

2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16; Luke 1:46b-55; Romans 16:2527; Luke 1:26-38. God keeps the promise
made to David to give him an everlasting throne.
The angel tells Mary that God will give David’s
throne to her son Jesus. She is perplexed
by Gabriel’s greeting and by the news of
her coming pregnancy, but she is able still to
say, “Count me in.” We who know that Jesus is
called king only as he is executed still find it a
mystery hard to fathom, but with Mary today we
hear the news of what God is up to and say, “Count us
in.”

Pastor Marissa is offering to visit those who
have not been able to attend Church during the
pandemic in order to bring them Holy
Communion. In keeping with the Synod’s
guidelines, she will wear a mask and remain
at a distance for the visit and the sharing of the
sacrament, and would prefer to make a visit to
your porch or another outdoor space, if
possible.
To schedule a visit, contact the Church
Office by phone, 717-336-2141, or email,
faithunited@ptd.net.

Nativity Of Our Lord
Christmas Eve
Thursday, December 24
Isaiah 9:2-7; Psalm 96:1-13; Titus 2:11-14; Luke 2:1-14
[15-20]. In winter’s deepest night we
welcome the light of the Christ child. Isaiah
declares that the light of the long-promised
king will illumine the world and bring endless
peace and justice. Paul reminds us that the
grace of God through Jesus Christ brings
salvation to all people. The angels declare
that Jesus’ birth is good and joyful news for
everyone, including lowly shepherds. Filled
with the light that shines in our lives, we go forth to share
the light of Christ with the whole world.

December Food Collection
Food items will be collected for
the Christmas Families.
Please check the list on the
grocery cart in the back of the
Church for the items needed
and deposit the items in the
grocery cart.
10

Worship Updates

Christmas Eve Worship

Moving forward, there will no longer be a
Worship Service on Wednesday mornings or a
Call-In Option on Sundays. If you would like to
have a bulletin with a copy of the sermon mailed
to you each Wednesday, please contact our
Church Office.
We continue to have two In-Person Worship
Opportunities each week:
two Sunday
Morning Services at 9:00 AM and 10:30 AM.
For more information about our safety
precautions, please visit our website (faithunited
-elca.org), or refer to Pastor Marissa's most
recent letter.
If you choose not to join us in-person yet, we
understand and we rejoice our ability to share in
worship together online. We livestream our
Service on Sundays at 9:00 AM, and the
video remains available on our site to watch
later as well. Our services will continue to be
available on YouTube. Please share!

On the eve of our Savior's birth
(December 24th), we will have three
worship opportunities:
3:00 PM: In-person Candlelight Christmas Eve Worship
(with Holy Communion and
Children's Sermon);
7:00 PM: In-person Candlelight Christmas Eve Worship (with Holy
Communion and Children's Sermon);
7:00 PM: Livestream of Christmas Eve Worship
(online at our YouTube page: https://
www.youtube.com/channel/UCZJgg7Yh3g_8pPq04oUNmQ/videos?
view_as=subscriber)
Both In-Person Services will include an overflow
space in the Fellowship Hall to be used if needed.
Masks and social distancing will be required parts
of this Service. Thank you for helping us love one
another safely and well this Christmas season!

Constitution Revisions
As a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America, we use the ELCA
congregational constitution as a model for our own
constitution. This year, at our Annual Meeting,
we will vote on some updated language in our
constitution that reflects changes made to the
model constitution at the 2019 Church Wide
Assembly. These changes are considered
amendments and they have been approved by that
Assembly. In other words, delegates that we
elected by sending voting members to Synod
Assemblies, have approved the changes to be
recommended
to
individual
congregations.
Changes approved by a Church Wide Assembly
need only be approved by a "simple majority vote of
those voting members present."
The changes relevant to us are punctuation and
updated language, particularly regarding how our
Church speaks about the role of deacons.
Before a vote may be called for approval, every
voting member must be given the opportunity
to review the existing Constitution compared to the
recommended changes. These must be available
30 days before the vote. Council will call for a vote
at the Annual Congregational Meeting to be held in
December. A mailing of the existing and the
proposed changes will be cumbersome and costly
because of the volume of paper required. Instead,
Dawn Frees will be available after Services through
December 13 to answer questions. Some copies
will be available to review at home, or you may sit
with her and review them together.
Any questions with the process or proposed
amendments, please contact Dawn Frees: 717-7330240.

Christian Symbol
Advent Wreath: The Advent Wreath is symbol
of watchfulness and increasing
joy as we anticipate Jesus’ birth.
The wreath’s circular shape
symbolizes eternity, or life
without end. The candles remind
us that Jesus is the Light of the
World—he brought light and life
to a dark world (see John 1:4-5). On each of the
four Sundays Of Advent, we light a new candle.
As the light grows, so do our hope and joy.

IMPORTANT KID’S
CHURCH UPDATE
Each week Pastor Marissa
posts a video for families
with a Bible story, questions
to talk about together, a
prayer, and an easy activity for your family to
do together that week to engage your faith.
Videos are posted every Monday on our
Church’s YouTube channel, and can be
watched at any time throughout the week! We
hope this will be a simple and meaningful
way for your family to do Kid’s Church
together.
11

Proposed 2021 Budget
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Congregational Meeting - Sunday, December 13
Following 9:00 AM Worship
Approve Budget, Approve Constitution Changes
Elect Congregation Council

2020 Proposed Budget for review is on the table at the back.
Thank You To

Deb Demler
Ellen Houser
Terri Kilrain
Jim Kreider
Kelly Lesher
Lori Stover

Tim Hegeman
Traci Krick-Shepherd
Whose Terms End 2020
2021 Congregation Council:
Bruce Carpenter
Janice Daub
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To Be Elected:
Deb Anthony
Lisa Gable
Melissa Voler

COMMUNITY EVENTS
The Denver Lions Club will
hold their Annual Homemade
Sauerkraut Sale at the
Denver Memorial Park and
Playground on Saturday,
December 19, 2020. Pickup
will be at the Denver Park
Pavilion from 10:00 AM to
12:00 Noon.
The price for a 2 1/2 quart
container of sauerkraut is
$8.00.
For more information contact Lion Barry
Martzall, 717-587-8045.

On The Table With Bulletins

2021 Altar Flower/Bulletin
Sponsor Sign-Up
The Altar Flower Chart for 2021 is
in the Church Office. Sponsors for
Altar Flowers may use the standing
order the congregation has with
Roxanne’s or you may use the
florist of your choice. Cost is
$30.00 per Sunday. All dates
open.
The Bulletin Sponsor Chart for
2021 is also in the Church Office.
Cost is $25.00 per Sunday.
All dates open.
Orders for Poinsettias to decorate
the Chancel December 20, 24, 27,
2020 can be placed until the
conclusion
of Worship
on
Sunday, December 13, 2020.
You can order Red or White
plants. Each plant costs $7.50.
The order envelopes are on the cabinet at the
back of the Sanctuary.

Please call the Church Office, 717-3362141 to get your name on the Charts.

Thursday,
December 31,
2020
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Hospice & Community Care and the Pathways
Center for Grief & Loss are offering the
following programs.
As we are taking all necessary precautions for
the health and safety of our patients and
families, staff, volunteers and visitors
related to the Coronavirus outbreak, our
support group will be held via Zoom. Call the
Pathways Center at (717) 391-2413 or (800) 924-7610 to receive Zoom credentials.
ADULT DROP-IN GROUPS
These free meetings include a presentation and an informal time to talk with others. Call the Pathways Center at (717)
391-2413 or (800) 924-7610 to register.
Newly Bereaved (Three Week Series): Wednesdays, January 13, 20 and 27, 2:00-3:30 PM. If a loss was
recent, this series provides an overview of common grief responses and will help attendees to begin to identif y
coping tools. Space is limited and registration is required. Call the Pathways Center at (717) 391-2413 or (800) 9247610 at least one week prior to the start of the group to discuss with a bereavement counselor.
GRASP (Grief Recovery After A Substance Passing): Tuesday, December 8, 6:30–8:00 PM. This
group provides compassion and understanding for individuals who have had a loved one die as a result of substance
abuse or addiction. Free; pre-registration for new attendees is required. For more information or to register,
contact Marjorie Paradise at mparadise810@comcast.net or (717) 951-2720.
Coping With The Holidays: Tuesday, December 8, 6:30-8:00 PM. Topic. Ways To Remember. Tuesday,
December 15, 6:30-8:00 PM. Topic. Living For Today. Tuesday, December 22, 6:30-8:00 PM. Topic. What Are The
Gifts?.
That Their Light May Always Shine: A Worldwide Candlelighting Event: Tuesday, December 8, 7:00
PM. The Compassionate Friends Worldwide Candlelighting unites family and friends around the globe in
lighting candles for one hour to honor the memories of the sons, daughters, brothers, sisters, and grandchildren who left
too soon. As candles are lit at 7:00 PM local time, hundreds of thousands of persons commemorate and honor the
memory of all children gone too soon. For more information, call (877) 969-0010 or visit www.compassionatefriends.org.
2020 Light Up A Life Virtual Tree Lighting Ceremony: Each year, Hospice & Community Care places
thousands of delicate white lights on evergreen boughs. Each light represents a life worthy of recognition and ensures
that highly personalized end-of-life care and grief support are available to everyone when they need it most. For a gift of
$25.00, Hospice & Community Care will place a light on an evergreen tree in memory of a loved one during this annual
ceremony. To order, call (717) 295-3900 or visit www.hospiceconnect.org/lights. Due to restrictions related to Covid-19,
this year’s ceremony will be held virtually rather than in-person. You are invited to visit www.HospiceLights. org after
December 2 to watch the Virtual Tree-Lighting Ceremony. Additionally, you may visit the lighted tree display at The Essa
Flory Center, 685 Good Drive, Lancaster, December 3 through 31, from 6:00 to 9:00 PM. Reserved parking
and a listing of names of those being remembered will be available for pick-up near the tree display.
Coping Kids & Teens: Pathways Center counselors recognize that grief is experienced by the entire family—
children, teens and adults. Amid serious illness and death, children and teens often are overlooked, yet their needs are
significant. There is no charge for the Coping Kids & Teens program due to the generous support of the community.
Services have been offered in the Bob & Joy Allen Coping Kids & Teens Wing of the Pathways Center for Grief & Loss.
However, due to the current Coronavirus pandemic, individual and group services will be held via Zoom. Thursdays,
JANUARY 14 – FEBRUARY 18, 2021 (Registration deadline: December 28, 2020) 6:00–7:30 P.M. Children and
teens meet virtually in peer support groups and participate in activities to help them cope with a death, while adults learn
how to manage the challenges of supporting grieving teens and children. Families meet virtually with a counselor to
complete an assessment prior to attending to determine if the group will be helpful for your child(ren). Call the Pathways
Center for more information or to set up an appointment via Zoom.
We Are Here For You: Many bereaved individuals know they “need something” but are uncertain what that
is. Perhaps you have experienced several losses in a short period of time. Or, after the initial busy time of settling affairs
ends a fresh wave of grief hits. Grief and loss are unpredictable so we encourage you to contact a Pathways
grief counselor whenever needed, Monday – Friday, 8:00 AM–5:00 PM. to discuss support options. Pathways services are available regardless of the cause of death or whether Hospice was involved. After our grief counselors talk
with someone on the phone or see them in a support group for the first time, they often say they wish they had reached
out to us sooner. Support groups or individual consultation, regardless of whether by Zoom or face-to-face, provide a
safe place to express emotions you may not have felt comfortable sharing with family or friends. Most people say they
are glad they called because it helped them realize that they feel less alone.
Social Dine-Out Options: Due to the Coronavirus outbreak, we have canceled all social dine-out options scheduled
through the end of 2020.
Call the Pathways Center at (717) 391-2413 or (800) 924-7610 to request the log-in address or phone number to
participate in a Zoom group or to schedule a private Zoom meeting with a Pathways counselor. Visit
our website at www.PathwaysThroughGrief.org for updated information about support groups.
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Members to Remember At christmas
Ethel Newman
Ephrata Manor Room 111
99 Bethany Road
Ephrata, PA 17522

John and Pauline
Matthews
80 East Pine Street
Ephrata, PA 17522

Traci Krick-Shepherd
501 Pine Street
Denver, PA 17517

Jack and Peggy
Dewald
3 Bill Drive
Denver, PA 17517

Helen Shirk
Ephrata Manor PC 109
99 Bethany Road
Ephrata, PA 17522
Evelyn Leisey
717 Pine Street
Denver, PA 17517
Florence Rutt
Apartment F
130 Tom Avenue
Ephrata, PA 17522
Audrey Grill
Lillian Troutman
Apartment 622
300 St. Mark Avenue
Lititz, P 17543
Smart Communications
PA DOC
Michael Roseboro
JF 6037 - SCI-Mahonoy
PO Box 33028
St. Petersburg, FL 33733
(WHITE ENVELOPES
ONLY PLEASE!!!)
Dorothy Hoyer
2 Trinity Lane
Lititz, PA 17543
Caryll Lausch
126 North Fourth Street
Denver, PA 17517
Melvin and Dorothy
Schmeck
735 Greenville Road
Denver, PA 17517

Arlene Slabach
Apartment 2217
300 St. Mark Avenue
Lititz, PA 17543
Ralph Whitcomb
Keystone Villa Room 221
100 North State Street
Ephrata, PA 17522
Edgar and Lorna Buohl
977 Clearview Avenue
Ephrata, PA 17522
Mike and Diane Konopka
848 Oak Street
Denver, PA 17517
Vernon and Barbara
Boose
Keystone Villa
Apartment 103
100 North State Street
Ephrata, PA 17517
Sally Herbst
Apartment 618
300 St. Mark Avenue
Lititz, PA 17543
Sue Henkel
Landis Homes
Oregon House Room 135
1001 East Oregon Road
Lititz, PA 17543

Pastor Marissa and Hans
Becklin
1005 Clearview Avenue
Ephrata, PA 17522
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Christmas Giving Tree

Friends, it is time for Christmas! The Social
Ministry Committee is again
sponsoring the Giving Tree.
Information for four families was
received from Ephrata Area
Social Services. Three of the
families are from the Denver
area and one from Ephrata. So
far this includes seven adults and
eight children. After I call the
families the number might
increase by a few teenagers.
The gift tags will be on the tree beginning
Sunday, November 22nd. All the gifts must be
under the tree by December 13th. The grocery
cart items for the first two weeks of December
will be used to pack grocery bags for the
Christmas families.
If you want to participate but are not yet
comfortable attending Church Services, you
may come and pick a tag on the mornings that
the Church Secretary is working. That is
usually Monday, Wednesday, and Friday, 9:00
AM to 12:00 noon. OR you may call Dawn
Frees at 717-733-0240 and I will deliver a tag
to you. You may use the same method for
returning the gift to Church. Deliver it during
the mentioned times or call Dawn for pickup. If
you wish, hang gloves, mittens, hats, or
scarves on the tree as we did previous years.
The Covid Virus is not going to prevent our
Faith congregation from safely ministering to
the community during the holidays.
MERRY CHRISTMAS!
Dawn Frees

Zoom Kid's Church
Christmas Program
Saturday, December 12
11:00 AM

Families, kids, and folks of all ages are invited to
participate in this half-hour long Christmas
Program via Zoom on Saturday, December 12th
at 11:00 AM.
Together we will read the Christmas Story,
rejoice in the joy of the season, and do some fun
Advent activities from the safety of our own
homes. No preparation needed!
To join, click the following link that day 5-10
minutes before we begin:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87840877465

Interested In Becoming A Part Of
Our Community?

Have you been attending worship with us online,
and are looking for more information about
joining our community in an official way?
Membership is a mutual commitment between
you and our congregation to love and support
one another on our faith journey. If this
interests you, please email Pastor Marissa at
pastormbecklin@gmail.com.

Outdoor Christmas Caroling
Event (Weather Permitting)
Saturday, December 19th
2:00 PM
Join us in our parking lot at 2:00 PM on
Saturday, December 19th for the opportunity to
sing some beloved Christmas Carols together.
Seating will be provided. Masks and social
distancing are required, and warm clothes are
recommended!
This event is weather permitting, and a decision
will be made by 9:00 AM that day. An
announcement will be made on social media and
by email if this event is cancelled.
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