May 2020 Newsletter

“And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where
they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of
them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.”
Acts 2:2-4

Stewardship

Even as we meet electronically for worship, the
work of the church continues and intensifies.
Please continue your giving by one of the
following ways:
1) Mail your offering envelope to the church
office; they will be collected regularly.
2) Set up “Simply Giving” which automatically
remits your offering to the church. Contact the
Church Office, 717-336-2141, for more details.
3) Give online using checking/savings account
or credit/debit card by going to our website
(faithunited-elca.org) and clicking on the “Give”
tab at the top.
Thank you for your continued stewardship of
God’s gifts!

Memorial
Day
May 25,
2020

Worship Online
Worship Services continue to be live-streamed
on YouTube (click for link) on Sunday mornings
at 9:30 AM. There is a telephone call-in
option for all services as well.
Call in and listen to worship on the phone
by dialing this number: +1 (929) 205-6099
and entering the following Meeting ID: 970
957 165. Note: this number uses a different
area code, so check with your phone
provider regarding long-distance fees.
Please share!

357 Walnut Street, PO Box 157
Denver, Pennsylvania 17517-0157
Church Telephone - 717-336-2141
Fax - 717-336-6475
Email - faithunited@ptd.net
Website - www.faithunited-elca.org
CHECK US OUT ON FACEBOOK AND INSTAGRAM:

Coronovirus Information
Regarding Church Office
The Church Office is Closed except for Monday,
Wednesday, and Friday, 9:00 AM-12:00 PM. If you
do not have email access or you cannot get on the
Faith United website for updates, please call the
Church Office for Church Worship and activity
updates.

Looking Ahead
As we look ahead at what is to come this year,
we all wish that we had more answers and a
sense of what to expect. Though that is not the
case, our faith in the love poured out for us in
Jesus Christ is the rock that we can lean on to
support us and strengthen us during these
pandemic days.
As long as our county is in what Governor Wolf
has designated a “red zone”, we will continue to
hold church online and by phone. We know that
this is the safest and healthiest option for us all,
and is an important way for us to be good
stewards of the lives of our neighbors.
Hold fast to your faith, dear ones—we are in this
together, and we will celebrate that oneness in
person again someday.

Celebrating Our
2020 Graduates

Memorial Garden
Tending and Weeding

Our Memorial Garden is in need of some
tending and weeding. In lieu of posting a signup sheet in these strange days, anyone who
would like to make their way to church and help
out with weeding is welcome and encouraged
to do so. Thank you for helping keep our
grounds beautiful!

Though we
remain
unable to gather in
person these days, we
remain proud of our 2020
graduates and we look
forward to celebrating
you in person with a
blessing and gifts when
the opportunity arises again. Part of our
preparation for that celebration includes
compiling a list of all of our 2020 graduates.
Please send the names of 2020 graduates
from our congregation to the office:
faithunited@ptd.net.

Bible Study Opportunities

In lieu of Bible and Breakfast, you are invited to
participate in the daily Zoom Bible Study and
Prayer meeting at noon. Join here: https:///
us04web.zoom.us/j/411053586 or by calling in
to 1-929-205-6099 and enter code 411053586.

Please continue to provide the Church
The Upper Room Daily Devotional
Office with your email addresses
May-June, 2020
(changes
also)
to
be
used
for Christ In Our Home Daily Devotional
Newsletters, Schedules, etc.
April, May, June, 2020
Email your changes to:
Also, A Large Print Version is Available
faithunited@ptd.net. Thank You!
Contact The Church Office

WANTED
Recipes, inspirational articles, poetry, gardening tips, household tips, etc. to be used in
Monthly Newsletters.
Please put your items in the Secretary’s mailbox marked “Shirley Sweigart” in the Coat Room.
Thank You for sharing your useful items with your Church Family.

Photo Use Practice

Church Office Requests

In attending church events, photos may be taken to help keep
shut-ins and friends of the church aware of the life
and activities of Faith United. If you do not wish to
be photographed, please let us know so we may
honor your wishes. As a practice, we consider the
privacy appropriate to people with special
circumstances, but may not know of all sensitive
situations. Your help is required or we anticipate
permission is given.

Please call the Church Office at 717-336-2141 when:
 You are in the hospital or prior to going
to the hospital (or have a relative call for
you). In order for the pastor to visit, someone
needs to inform the church.
 You are confined to your home for an
extended period of time because of illness or
accident;
 You are going to a rehab center or a nursing
home;
 There is a change in your family status (birth,
death, marriage, or divorce);
 You move to a new home, move out of
the area, or go away to college or graduate
school;
 You schedule a meeting or an event of a
group or committee. In an effort to be open
and communicative with everyone, we would
like to include all scheduling on the
Church Calendar and in the Weekly Bulletin.

Staff
Pastor — The Rev. Marissa Becklin
Organist — Caryll Lausch
Assistant Organists — Cynthia Kauffman
Grady Daub
Choir Director — Matthew Donley
Assistant Choir Director — Ellen Houser
Office Administrator and
Newsletter Editor — Shirley Sweigart
Custodian — Elizabeth Roman-Reich
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Faithful Stewardship In Uncertain Times
As we continue to navigate our way through these unusual pandemic days, we have been
encouraging one another as a congregation to remain faithful stewards of God’s good gifts to us.
We read in the first two chapters of Genesis that when God created humanity, you and me, God
made us “stewards”—people who are in charge of caring for all of God’s creation in loving ways that
will help lead to its flourishing. As children of God, we are all called to the task of stewardship—not of
being in charge of this world, but rather being responsible for taking care of what ultimately belongs
to God.
I’ve been reflecting quite a bit on what it means for us to be good stewards in these strange days. I’d
like to commend to you a fourfold concept of how we are called to stewardship:
First, we are called to be good stewards of our faith. As Lutherans, we have a faith firmly planted in
the hope of the power of resurrection (even in a world that sees the reality of crucifixion). We trust
that even when pain and suffering surround us, our God is with us—walking alongside us, hurting,
living, breathing, and dying with us.
We trust that we have been baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection, which means that we can
cling to hope even in the darkest moments of our life. There are a multitude of ways for us to steward
our faith—through daily prayer, through reading our Bibles, through talking about God with our family
and friends. How might you nourish your relationship with God in these strange days?
Second, as stewards of God’s created order, we are called to be good stewards of our own hearts,
relationships, and lives. As we face anxiety, fear, isolation, depression, and disappointment these
days, how might we take time to care for ourselves?
When Jesus was asked in Matthew 22 about the most important commandments, he answered:
“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.”
38
This is the greatest and first commandment. 39And a second is like it: “You shall love your
neighbour as yourself.” 40On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.” We learn
from Jesus that our ability to care for others is rooted in our ability to care for ourselves. Each day as
you rise, take a moment to ask yourself—how is my heart today? How might I find ways to nourish
my body and my relationships with others?
Third, we are called to be good stewards of the life and health of our neighbor. The fifth
commandment reminds us that “you shall not murder”, but Martin Luther told us that this means that
“we are to fear and love God, so that we neither endanger nor harm the lives of our neighbors, but
instead help and support them in all of life’s needs.”
(Continued on Page 4)
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If we take this commandment seriously, it means that we are called to think carefully about how we
foster safety and health in these pandemic days. Wearing masks, social distancing, and trusting the
word of those whose vocation it is to advise us on these issues (the CDC, the WHO), is an act of
faith and good stewardship. Though it might be uncomfortable for us, though we might not like the
suggestions, following these orders is what it looks like to care for our neighbor and live in response
to the fifth commandment.
And finally, we are called to be good stewards of the tangible stuff of this world—
particularly our financial resources and the environment. In the book of Deuteronomy, God tells the
people of Israel that they are to tithe—to give 10% of what they have for the sake of the ministries
and feeding of their community. We, as people of God, give and live generously because we know
that our resources ultimately belong to God for the good of the world.

We have been blessed by our congregation’s faithfulness during these pandemic days. We
have also received a grant through the provisions of the Cares Act that will help us to keep all of our
employees paid as usual, whether or not they can work as usual due to the impact of COVID-19. In
addition, we have created new opportunities for you to share what you have for the sake of the
world—you can now give online, through our website, by clicking on the “Give” tab.
As the scope of our ministries increase during these unusual days, I ask you to continue to reflect on
the gifts that God has given you, and how you might give and live generously for the sake of the
world and the church. We are church together, and we all have a part to play in the flourishing of our
community!
I pray that God would bless and keep you, dear ones, and I look forward to when we might see one
another again. Take good care of God’s good gifts.
In Christ’s perfect love that casts out fear,
Pastor Marissa

Summer Book Club
Join Pastor Marissa and your fellow congregants for a Summer
Book Club on Priscilla: The Life of an Early Christian by Ben
Witherington III. Join us as we discuss what early Christianity was
like, learn about the back stories of Biblical characters, and make
connections to our life as Christians today. Meets Wednesdays at
6:30 PM beginning June 3rd through August 26th. Meetings will
be virtual by computer or phone using Zoom, until further
notice. To join these meetings, click this link (or type) https://
zoom.us/j/92738158267 and follow the prompts. You can also call
in by telephone to 1-929-205-6099 and enter our meeting ID: 927
3815 8267. Pastor Marissa will make a bulk order of books and
deliver them to folks (cost will be approximately $16.00/person), so please contact
her if you are interested in participating!
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Green Team
Church Council recently approved our congregation becoming a Creation-Care
Congregation. What does this mean? It is a grassroots movement promoting care for
creation in the ELCA, which is accomplished by cultivating a community of dedicated
stewards of earth and neighbor who proclaim God’s promise of hope and healing for all. The
ELCA has provided guidelines for congregations which are simple and flexible. We are not
committed to any specific actions, projects or expenses apart from what our Team and
Council approve. We are asking if any congregation members are interested in being a part
of a Team that will review the guidelines, looking at ways we can be more intentional in our
daily church lives, including worship, education, property, and discipleship. We will develop
an Action Plan, report to Council for approval and then work towards our goals. There is no
cost, no certification and no governing associated with this program.
Any interested members can reach out to Lori Stover at 610-406-7970 or
stewstov@ptd.net.
For more information, go to www.lutheransrestoringcreation.org.

Vinegar And Salt Natural Weed Killer Recipe
Wear rubber gloves and safety goggles to protect from the acidity of the vinegar.
1 gallon white vinegar (5% is good, 10% to 20% is better if you can find it)
1 cup salt
2-4 cups hot water to dissolve salt
1 tablespoon liquid dish soap
1-1/2 gallon hand pump sprayer
 Heat water to close to boiling. Start with 2 cups of water .
 Gradually stir in salt, dissolving the salt until a small amount is left at the bottom of the
pan. The goal is to super-saturate the water with salt. If the water is saturated and salt is left
from the 1 cup, gradually add more water until all the salt is dissolved except for a small
amount.
 Add ½ gallon vinegar to sprayer and then add dish soap. Swirl to mix.
 Add hot salt water to sprayer and swirl to mix.
 Add the remaining vinegar to the sprayer, no higher than the fill line.
 Put the pump on the sprayer and swirl one last time to mix everything up.
 Pump up the sprayer and treat weeds at the sunniest time of day for best results.

Seed Giveaway
As a kick off of our commitment to becoming a Creation-Care Congregation and to
celebrate the 50th anniversary of Earth Day, we had purchased seed packets for the
congregation to be handed out after service in April. Since that was not possible at
this time and we want everyone to be able to plant the seeds this spring, we will
make the seeds available outside the church building in an enclosed container
under the covered entrance at the ramp. Please stop by and take some,
they include: sweet basil, dwarf sunflower, mammoth sunflower, Shasta daisy, and a
wildflower mix. Happy Planting!
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Faith United Evangelical
Lutheran Church Council Minutes

Council Meeting March 31, 2020 - 7:00 PM

Fuel Council Members Present: Tim Hegeman, Bruce
Carpenter, Deb Demler, Lori Stover, Jim Kreider, Janice
Daub, Ellen Houser, Kelly Lesher and Pastor Marissa
Becklin.
Devotions: Deb Demler shared readings from Isaiah 41
verses 8-10, Isaiah 43 and John. She also reflected on how
the bible states “fear not” and “do not be afraid” numerous
times and how it refers to the need to continue with
our confidence in God.
Finances:
Scott Gola was present to update Council on current church
finances. February and March reports were reviewed. He will
try for more of a quarterly report, instead of monthly.
$14,106.15 has been spent from the allotted $100,000.00
from the Salem Campus Sale.
Pastor Marissa brought up the possibility of adding a button
to our website to assist members with their offering in this
time. This is associated with “Simply Giving”. They handle
the automatic offering withdrawal for members who have
signed up with Shirley.
Pastor’s Report:
She reviewed the update from the Bishop’s office. “Things in
life that are painful but move us to something new.”
Gatherings are still not allowed and will continue through the
end of April. May 3rd is the earliest possibility, but they will
continue to assess. Easter Communion will not be held this
year. Martin Luther said “Taking the Eucharist is not
essential for our salvation.” We will have Eucharist Fasting.
Synod Assembly has been postponed. New date TBD.
We have all been running on adrenaline these last two (2)
weeks and it is okay, as we fall into a new routine, to run out
of it and feel like we have been hit by a truck.
Holy Week Changes - Maundy Thursday: 7:00 PM livestream from Salem of Kissel Hill sanctuary; Good Friday:
7:00 PM live-stream from FUEL sanctuary; Easter Vigil
Saturday: 7:00 PM live-stream from Salem of Kissel Hill
sanctuary. Easter Sunday: 9:30 AM live-stream from FUEL
sanctuary.
Maintaining Momentum these days: keep Daily Prayer and
Bible Study going; be attentive to yourself; find boundaries
and rest; continue to check on each other.
Bathroom Assistance - Council has agreed upon spousal
help when it is needed for bathroom use. We will look into
getting a sign for the door so others know it is temporarily
unavailable for use.
Committee Reports:
All Committee Meetings are on hold until further notice. If a
meeting is required, the church Zoom Account may be used.
Family Ministry - March Soup and Study was canceled;
April Lunch with Mellingers has been canceled.
Property - The new hot water heater has been installed.
New gas line has been run; coat room has been finished;
signs will be completed and hung in future; paving of parking
lots is still scheduled for end of May to early June.
IT - New sound system has been installed; training date will
be set in the future.
New Business:
Kitchen Renovations have been completed. Ellen Houser
and Tim Hegeman proposed a plaque to dedicate the
kitchen improvements to be in honor of Lee Arment.
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The Sarah Winters Scholarship will be taken care of by
Bryan Strohl. Applications can be obtained in the
Church Office.
Maryann Fichthorn has resigned from Council.
Looking to fill that spot in the near future.
Meeting was adjourned at 8:10 PM following the Lord’s
Prayer. May Meeting will be held Wednesday, May 6,
2020.
Respectfully Submitted by Kelly Lesher
FUEL Council Secretary

Congregation Council
Meeting
June 3, 2020

7:00 PM

CONGREGATION COUNCIL
Tim Hegeman — 717-475-3530 — President
Bruce Carpenter — 717-286-8820 — Vice President
Kelly Lesher — 717-201-7918 — Council Secretary
Jim Kreider — 484-256-6562 — Property
Janice Daub — 717-917-5191
Deb Demler — 717-926-1003
Ellen Houser — 717-445-6175
Terri Kilrain — 717-201-0099
Traci Krick — 302-561-7776
Lori Stover — 610-406-7970
Scott Gola — 484-955-5106 — Treasurer

Cancellations & Postponements
As we are taking all necessary precautions for the
health and safety of our patients and families, staff,
volunteers and visitors related to the Coronavirus
outbreak, we have cancelled or postponed several
events that we had scheduled through the end of
June, 2020.
As a result of the Coronavirus (COVID-19)
outbreak and in an effort to insure everyone’s
health and safety, the following events/
programs scheduled for this spring have been
cancelled:
 Remembering Our Mothers
 Social Dine Out Options through the Pathways
Center
 GRASP (Grief Recovery After a Substance
Passing)

Sixth Sunday Of Easter
Sunday, May 17, 2020
Acts 17:22-31; Psalm 66:8-20; 1 Peter 3:13-22; John
14:15-21. Jesus does not abandon his followers. Through
the Holy Spirit, Jesus comes to abide with his
disciples of every generation. As Pentecost
draws near, we are reminded that the risen
Christ dwells in us as the Spirit of truth.
We receive this Spirit in baptism and pray that in our
gathering around the Lord’s table the Spirit will transform
us to be the body of the risen Christ in the world.
Ascension Of Our Lord
Thursday, May 21, 2020
Acts 1:1-11; Psalm 47:1-9; Ephesians 1:15-23; Luke
24:44-53. In today’s readings the risen Christ
ascends into heaven and his followers are assured
that the Spirit will empower them to be witnesses
throughout the earth. The disciples were told to not
gaze up into heaven to look for Jesus (Acts 1:11);
we find his presence among us as we proclaim the word
and share the Easter feast. We too long for the Spirit to
enliven our faith and invigorate our mission.
Seventh Sunday Of Easter
Sunday, May 24, 2020
Acts 1:6-14; Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35; 1 Peter 4:12-14, 5:611; John 17:1-11. In these days between Ascension
and Pentecost, we gather with the disciples in the
upper room, waiting for the Spirit to transform the
church around the world. In today’s gospel Jesus
prays for his followers and for their mission in his
name. Amid religious, social, and economic
divisions, we seek the unity that Jesus had with his Father.
Made one in baptism, we go forth to live our faith in the
world, eager for the unity that God intends for the whole
human family.
Day Of Pentecost
Sunday, May 31, 2020
Acts 2:1-21; Psalm 104:24-34, 35b; 1 Corinthians 12:3b13; John 20:19-23. Pentecost derives its name from the
Jewish festival celebrating the harvest and the giving of the
law on Mount Sinai fifty days after
Passover. Fifty days after Easter, we
celebrate the Holy Spirit as God’s
presence within and among us. In Acts
the Spirit arrives in rushing wind and
flame, bringing God’s presence to all
people. Paul reminds us that though we
each have different capacities, we are
unified in the Spirit that equips us with these gifts. Jesus
breathes the Holy Spirit on his disciples, empowering
them to forgive sin. We celebrate that we too are given
the breath of the Holy Spirit and sent out to proclaim God’s
redeeming love to all the world.





Camp Chimaqua
Volunteer Recognition Celebration
Evergreen Circle of Friends Dinner
The following events have been postponed.
Women’s Giving Circle Education Luncheon Rescheduled for August 4 (Lancaster) and
August 18 (York)
Path Of Remembrance - Rescheduled for
October 11
Spring Fling
We have transitioned our Spring Fling from an inperson event to a virtual one. It’s a one-of-a-kind
fundraising opportunity with a twist—a Virtual
Spring Fling!
Grief Support Groups
Support groups will be held via Zoom during May
and June. Since Zoom is not limited by
geographical location, there are a variety of
options to choose from. Please call the Pathways
Center at (717) 391-2413 or (800) 924-7610 to
request the log-in address or phone number to
participate via Zoom.

May 31, 2020

M AY WO R S H I P
Fourth Sunday Of Easter
Sunday, May 3, 2020
Acts 2:42-47; Psalm 23:1-6; 1 Peter 2:19-25; John
10:1-10. Today is sometimes called “Good Shepherd
Sunday.” Jesus is called the “gate” of the
sheep in today’s gospel. The risen Christ
opens the way to abundant life. He anoints
our heads with oil and guides us beside the
still waters of our baptism. Each Sunday he spreads a
feast before us amid the world’s violence and war. We
go forth to be signs of the resurrection and extend
God’s tender care to all creation.
Fifth Sunday Of Easter
Sunday, May 10, 2020
Acts 7:55-60; Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16; 1 Peter 2:2-10;
John 14:1-14. As we continue to celebrate the fifty
days of Easter, today’s gospel includes
Jesus’ promise that he goes to prepare a
place for his followers in his Father’s house.
Our baptism commissions us to share Jesus’
mission in the world. As 1 Peter reminds us, we are a
holy people, called to proclaim the one who called us
out of darkness into light. In words and deeds we bear
witness to the risen Christ—our way, our truth, our life.

Ascension
Of Our Lord
Thursday,
May 21, 2020
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Free
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May
May

1: Grady Daub, Lillian Leach
2: Michael Means
3: Shauna Filson
4: Linda Riddell
5: Abby Means Leach
9: Crew Stover, Earl Hertzog
10: Katie Gerhart
14: Christi Purcell, Terri Macker
15: Tyler Weinhold
17: Teresa Arment
18: Melinda Anderson
19: Lauren Stricker
20: Kyle Martzall
21: Gloria Gates
22: Marissa Becklin, Ronald Worline
26: Joanne Phillips
28: Stephanie Beiler, Lillian Arment

May
May
May
May
May
May

6: Skip and Lorna Buohl
14: Chris and Jennie Weinhold
15: David and Kathryn McGarvey
16: Troy and Kathleen Hafer
17: Donald and June Wolf
20: Jeff and Kim Brugger

May

CANCELLED
Trinity United
Methodist Church
420 Main Street, Denver

May
Birthdays
Please remember our 80+
members with a card, visit, or
phone call:
Pauline Matthews - May 2 - 80 East Pine
Street, Ephrata, PA 17522
Dorothy Schmeck - May 2 - 735 Greenville
Road, Denver, PA 17517
Brian Shober - May 12 - 204 Fieldcrest Lane,
Ephrata, PA 17522
Vernon Boose - May 20 - Keystone Villa,
Apartment 103, 100 North State Street, Ephrata, PA
17522

Monday, May 25, 2020
DEADLINE FOR
JUNE NEWSLETTER
SUNDAY,
MAY 17, 2020
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Kids from Faith United celebrate Easter with their
Egg Hunt Kits from the Children’s Sermon.

April Peter’s Porch (Drive-Thru)

Daily Zoom Bible Study and Prayer at Noon

(Right)
Gloria Shober
joins Luther
Acres residents
in thanking
healthcare
workers at their
shift change.

Celebrating Palm Sunday at Home
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In Our Prayers
We ask you to daily pray for the following people and those in your life you know
that are in need:

For Comfort Of The Holy Spirit:
Joyce Maier Family
Carl Tobias Family

Cook Family
Brennen Leid Family

José Fernandez Family

For Healing:
Dawn Frees
Dave Steiner
Brian Roesener
Phyllis Dellinger
Tracy Augustine
Angie Carpenter

Jim Kreider
Bob Getz
Jeri Lynn Pickel
Hudson Sollenberger
Dominic Schoolcraft
Victor Rodriquez

Skip Buohl
Terry Blair
Susanne Wragg
Bruce Haws
Kim Ludwig

You’re also invited to call and/or send cards.
Continuing Concerns

Roseann Wiest, Pat Brendle, Jim Kimmel, Day Fasnacht, Bill Patterson, Larry Donmoyer, Sandy Cerzullo,
Stephanie Kurtz, Arlene Monyer, Dorothy Hoyer, Susan Means, Lorna Buohl, Bill Houser, Arlene Slabach,
Maureen Latanishen, Nick Sansone, Bill Murphy, Ethel Farrow, Bob Fischer, Peggy and Jack
Dewald, Ronald Worline, Leah Witmer, Peter Heisey, Kimberley Fick, Paul Kostyak, Kevin Schadt,
Pastor Dennis Trout, Caryll Lausch, Ethel Newman, Pastor Sharon Blezzard, Cathy Hornberger,
Audrey Grill, Florence Rutt, Helen Shirk, John Oleszczuk, Shirley Shaeffer, William Kralik, Todd Tussinger,
Philip Main, Dean Camp, Jack Bucher, Lily Lutz, Alec Martel, Jean (Schaeffer) Mull, Viola White,
John and Pauline Matthews, Jed Weidner, Melvin and Dorothy Schmeck, Matt Donley, Bob Witmer,
Christian Martin, Susan Hartman, Men and Women Serving in our Armed Forces.

May 1, 2020
Dear Friends,
Our top ministry priorities have always been to love and care for each and every person who visits our ministry sites and
to keep them safe and healthy. This goes for our campers, employees, volunteers, donors, retreat guests, and others.
Because of these priorities, the Board of Directors and ministry leadership have made the difficult decision to cancel the
summer camp season. This decision was made to ensure the safety of our campers, volunteers, staff, and their families
and to position the organization to be a resource for the church and our communities in the future.
The road upon which we are traveling as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic is one none of us have been down
before. However, in this challenging time, it is good to have a long and successful history of over 90 years of outdoor
ministry experience to draw upon as we face this new reality and face tough decisions. We also trust that the Holy
Spirit is walking beside us and guiding us. And just as Jesus walked with the disciples on the road to Emmaus, Jesus
walks with us during these uncertain times.
The decision to cancel the summer camping season was not an easy one, but we feel this response allows us to be
proactive and also assures the LCC ministries at Kirchenwald, Nawakwa, and The Wittel Farm will have a strong
foundation upon which to build and move forward.
Thank you for your partnership in ministry and for your trust and support.
Be Well, Be Strong.
God’s Peace,
Michael Youse, Executive Director
P.S. If you have already registered for a Summer Camp program, you will receive another communication in the next
few weeks.
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Christian Symbol

Thrivent News

Remember to apply for your “Action Team” kit worth
$250.00 toward your event. You’re allowed two per
year. This can be used for a Church event or a nonprofit event, such as, raise money for Lacrosse,
Baseball, Girl Scouts, Library, Etc.
If you have any questions, please call Tim Hegeman,
717-475-3530.

Violet — The violet, a

symbol of humility, is
used most often to refer
to the Virgin
Mary,
whom
St.
Bernard
(1090-1153)
described
as
“the
violet
of
humanity.” The purple
flower also is sometimes used to express
Christ’s humility in assuming human form.

Dear FUEL Friends
and Pastor Marissa,
Our family has been
blessed
by
the
thoughtfulness
and
caring of all of you.
We have gotten much
response from you during Bill and Kim’s illness
and recovery. Also Shirley’s birthday. For the
many ways you responded to us—Thank You
and Bless you. Be safe.
The Ludwigs

Winters Scholarship
The Sara Stober Winters Scholarship is
awarded annually by Faith United to students
pursuing higher education in the fields of
ordained ministry, medicine, teaching or other
“helping and caring” fields deemed appropriate
by the Church Council.

With a most heartfelt Thank You for the prayers,
cards, calls, wonderful meals and other acts of
kindness from Faith United during my recent
recovery.
A Special Thank You to Pastor Marissa.
Phyllis Dellinger

Applications are available in the Church
Office by emailing the office at:
faithunited@ptd.net
for anyone interested in applying, and
are due in the Church Office by Monday,
June 8, 2020.

Saturday,
May 16, 2020

For questions or more information,
please contact the Church Office at
717-336-2141 or Bryan Strohl at 717368-3062.

Committee Contacts

2020 Altar Flower/Bulletin
Sponsor Sign-Up

Interested in getting more involved? Contact
the following people:
Care of Members: Lori Stover
Finance: Scott Gola
Christian Education: Bryan Strohl
IT: Deb Demler
Staff Support: Brad Fichthorn
Property: Jim Kreider
Worship and Music: Bruce Carpenter
Peter’s Porch Feeding Ministry: Terry
Burkholder
Family Ministry and Fellowship: Terri Kilrain
Social Ministry: Dawn Frees
Vacation Bible School: Ellen Houser

The Altar Flower Chart for 2020 is
posted on the bulletin board inside
the front door. Sponsors for Altar
Flowers may use the standing order
the
congregation
has
with
Roxanne’s or you may use the
florist of your choice. Cost is
$30.00 per Sunday.
The Bulletin Sponsor Chart for
2020 is also posted on the
bulletin board inside the main
door. Cost is $25.00 per
Sunday.
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The Pastor’s Cat

Father Smith has a kitten that climbed up a tree
in his backyard and then was afraid to come
down. The Father coaxed, offered warm milk,
but the kitten wouldn’t budge.
The tree was not sturdy enough to climb, so the
Father decided that if he tied a rope to his car
and pulled it until the tree bent down, he could
then reach up and get the kitten.
And this is what he did, all the while checking
his progress in the car. He then figured if he
went just a bit further, the tree would be bent
sufficiently for him to reach the kitten. But as he
moved the car a little further forward, the rope
broke. The tree went “Boing” and the kitten
sailed through the air and out of sight.
Father Smith felt terrible. He walked all over the
neighborhood asking people if they had seen a
little kitten. No. No one had seen a stray kitten.
So he prayed, “Lord, I just commit this kitten to
your care”, and went about his business.
A few days later he was at the grocery store and
met one of his parishioners. He happened to
look into her shopping cart and was amazed to
see cat food. This woman didn’t like cats and
everyone knew it, so he asked her, “why are you
buying cat food when we know you don’t like
cats?” She replied, “Father, you won’t believe
this,” and then told him how her little girl had
been begging her for a cat, but she kept
refusing.
Then a few days before, the child had begged
again, so the mom finally told her little girl, “well,
if God sends you a cat, I’ll let you keep it. She
told the Father, “the child went out to the yard,
got on her knees, and asked God for a cat.
And really, Father, you won’t believe this, but I
say it with my own eyes. A kitten suddenly came
flying out of the blue sky, its paws outspread,
and landed right in front of her.”
Lesson: Never underestimate the power of God
and his unique sense of humor.
Did you miss a sermon or want to share it with someone or want to hear it again?

Pastor Marissa’s Sermons Are Now Available To Listen To Online!

You can find her sermons by going into the Church’s Website
Enter: www.faithunited-elca.org; Click on Sermons (At Top of Page);
Click Anywhere on Following Link; Click Here For Pastor Marissa’s Sermons
Sermons will be listed by Date (Most Recent on First); Click on “Arrow” before Date to Listen
You can also go directly to the ‘Sermons” Page by entering the following Link
https://soundcloud.com/faithunitedelca
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KID’S PAGE
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