
   

 

November 2020 Newsletter 

 “And the king will answer them, “Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these 

who are members of my family, you did it to me.”” Matthew 25:40  

357 Walnut Street, PO Box 157 
Denver, Pennsylvania 17517-0157 
Church Telephone - 717-336-2141  

Fax - 717-336-6475 
Email - faithunited@ptd.net 

Website - www.faithunited-elca.org 
CHECK US OUT ON FACEBOOK AND INSTAGRAM: 

@faithunitedlutheran 

Deadline For 

December Newsletter 

Sunday, November 15, 2020 

Pastor Marissa 

Is On Vacation 
Monday, November 9 

Through 
Tuesday, November 24 

Covering for Emergency 

Pastoral Duties: 
Pastor Timothy Craven 

Mellingers Lutheran Church, Stevens 

717-468-9049 

Fully Online Thanksgiving 
Eve Service 

Wednesday, November 25 

7:00 PM 

On    the   evening   of   Wednesday,   
November  25,  we  will  share  in  worship  with  our 
brothers  and  sisters  in  Christ  from  Faith  United 
Lutheran,  St.  John’s  United  Church of  Christ,  and 
Trinity United Methodist churches. Worship is at 7:00 
PM and will be entirely online. You can worship with 
us  by  clicking  the  following  link  to  YouTube  (no 
account necessary): 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZJgg7Y-
h3g_8pPq04oUNmQ/videos?view_as=subscriber 

An  online  bulletin  for  this  Service  will  be  made 
available. 

Thursday, 

November 26 

CHURCH OFFICES 

CLOSED 

THURSDAY AND                           

FRIDAY 

Hanging Of The Greens 
The Worship and Music Committee is looking for 
helpers  to decorate our worship space for the 
Advent and Christmas seasons. This will be done 
in a socially-distanced manner throughout the 
week  of  November  30—December  5  (you  are 
welcome to come at any time). 

Please Call 717-336-2141 
 Or Email faithunited@ptd.net 

If Willing To Help. 

Gift And Endowment Planning 
For Faith United 

You  are  invited  to  participate  in  a  process  of 
carefully stewarding the financial gifts that Faith 
United has been blessed by. Over the course of 
four virtual meetings in the months of November 
and December, we will gather with representatives 
from the ELCA to create a faithful gift policy for our 
congregation  and  prepare  the  structure  for  an 
Endowment Fund that will serve the mission of God 
in our church and community for generations to 
come. Please RSVP to Pastor Marissa if you hope 
to   attend   these   meetings   so   that   we   can   
appropriately plan: pastormbecklin@gmail.com 

Meeting schedule: 

Wednesday, November 11 at 6:30 PM 

Wednesday, November 18 at 6:30 PM 

Wednesday, November 25 at 6:30 PM 

Wednesday, December 9 at 6:30 PM 

To join our meetings, click the following  
link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83431877484 

To join by phone, dial 1-929-205-6099 and enter 
Meeting ID: 834 3187 7484 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZJgg7Y-h3g_8pPq04oUNmQ/videos?view_as=subscriber
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZJgg7Y-h3g_8pPq04oUNmQ/videos?view_as=subscriber
mailto:pastormbecklin@gmail.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83431877484
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WANTED 
Recipes,  inspirational   articles,  poetry,  gardening  tips, household tips, etc. to be used in 

Monthly Newsletters. 

Please put your items in the Secretary’s mailbox marked  “Shirley Sweigart” in the Coat Room. 
Thank You for sharing your useful items with your Church Family. 

The Upper Room Daily Devotional 
November - December, 2020 

Christ In Our Home Daily Devotional 
October, November, December, 2020 
Also, A Large Print Version is Available 

They Are On The Table With The Bulletins. 

Staff 

Pastor — Pastor Marissa Becklin 

Organists — Caryll Lausch                              

                     Cynthia Kauffman 

                         Grady Daub 

Choir Director — Matthew Donley 

Office Administrator and 

 Newsletter Editor — Shirley Sweigart 

Custodian — Elizabeth Roman-Reich 

Photo Use Practice 
In attending church events, photos may be taken to help keep 

shut-ins and friends of the church aware of the life 
and activities of Faith United. If you do not wish to 
be photographed, please let us know so we may 
honor your wishes. As a practice, we consider the 
privacy   appropriate   to   people   with   special 
circumstances,  but  may  not  know  of  all  sensitive 
situations. Your help is required or we anticipate 

permission is given. 

Church Office Requests 
Please call the Church Office at 717-336-2141 when: 

 You  are  in  the  hospital  or  prior  to  going  
to  the  hospital (or  have  a  relative  call  for  
you).  In order for the pastor to visit, someone 
needs to inform the church.  

 You   are   confined   to   your   home   for   an 
extended period of time because of illness or 
accident; 

 You are going to a rehab center or a nursing 
home; 

 There is a change in your family status (birth, 
death, marriage, or divorce); 

 You  move  to  a  new  home,  move  out  of 
the area, or go away to college or graduate 
school; 

 You schedule a meeting or an event of a 
group or committee. In an effort to be open 
and communicative  with  everyone,  we  would   
like  to   include   all   scheduling   on   the   
Church Calendar and in the Weekly Bulletin. 

Offering Envelopes 

Your  2021  Offering  Envelopes  will  be 

available for pick  up  on  a  table  at  the  

back  of  the  Church  beginning Sunday, 

November 29, 2020.  

If you were missed, contact the 

Church Office. 

Generic   Offering  Envelopes  are 

available for use on the table with 

the bulletins. 

 A    good   alternative   is  “Simply   Giving”   

which  automatically  remits  your    offering    to    

the    church.  Contact the Church Office, 717-

336-2141, Monday, Wednesday, Friday, 9:00 

AM-12:00 PM for more details. 

Stewardship 
Even as we meet electronically for worship, the 
work of the church continues and intensifies. 
Please continue your giving by one of the       
following ways: 

1) Mail your offering envelope to the church    
office; they will be collected regularly.  

2) Set  up “Simply   Giving”  which  automatically  
remits  your offering to the church. Contact  the  
Church  Office,  717-336-2141, for more details. 

3) Give online using checking/savings account 
or credit/debit card by going to our website 
(faithunited-elca.org) and clicking on the “Give” 
tab at the top. 

Thank you for your continued stewardship of 
God’s gifts! 

Please continue to provide the Church 

Office with your email addresses  

(changes   also)   to   be   used   for   

Newsletters, Schedules, etc.  

Email your changes to: 

faithunited@ptd.net.  Thank You! 
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Your First Identity 
 

 I am writing this article on the morning of Tuesday, November 3: Election Day. As 

I write I have no idea what the results of this election will be, no idea what the hours 

and days to come will bring in terms of our collective life as a nation. But even so, I 

already know the most important fact about this election: nothing in these days or 

weeks to come will change that we belong first to God. 

 We  are  alive  during  a  horrifyingly  divided  and  polarized  time,  dear ones. 

Our nation is torn apart by disagreement, anger, and vitriol. We have found ourselves 

unable to  have  meaningful  and  faithful  conversation  with  those  that  disagree  

with us. Perhaps most tragic, we have often let our political opinion take precedence 

over our identity in Christ. On this election day, regardless of who you vote for, you 

are not voting for a savior—you are not voting for someone that you can put your 

whole trust in, who will save us from ourselves, who will cure us of our brokenness. 

Only Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, can rescue us from the sinfulness that we are 

steeped  in  as  people.  Only  our  baptism  and  the  grace  poured  out  for  us  in 

those saving waters can wash away all that keeps us from worthiness in God’s eyes. 

 Your first and most important identity is grounded in what Christ has done for you. 

Though we may disagree about many things, I pray that in this season of our life we 

can  agree  on  this:  that  we  are  called  to  do  justice,  love  mercy,  walk  humbly, 

and  extend  forgiveness,  as  Christ  has  first  done  for  us.  Our  God  is  committed 

to caring for us—may we be committed to caring for one another in God’s name. 

A charge for us: May the power of Christ lift us above despair. May the energy of 

Christ move through our weariness. May the peace of Christ settle our anxiety. May 

the challenge of Christ raise our expectations. May the grace of Christ assure us of 

forgiveness when we fall short. May the love of  Christ,  greater  than  we  could  ask  

or imagine, set us dancing into the future. Amen.                       In Peace, Pastor Marissa 

 

Pastor Marissa Becklin 
1005 Clearview Avenue, Ephrata, PA 17522 

Cell: 717-203-6013 

pastormbecklin@gmail.com 

Midweek Advent Services 

Join Pastor Marissa on Wednesday evenings 

at 7:00 PM (December 2, 9, 16, and 23) for a 

short Devotional  Service  to  help  you  and  

your  family observe the season of Advent and 

make space for the arrival of Jesus. 

These services are fully online, on our 

church's YouTube page, and will come to you 

from Pastor Marissa's living room to yours.  
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Faith United Evangelical 
Lutheran Church Council Minutes 

 Wednesday, October 7, 2020 
6:30 PM  

FUEL Council Members Present:  Tim Hegeman, Bruce 
Carpenter,  Terri  Kilrain,  Janice  Daub,  Deb  Demler,  Lori 
Stover, Ellen Houser, Jim Kreider, Kelly Lesher and Pastor 
Marissa Becklin. 

Devotions:  Jim Kreider read from Galatians 6 verses 9-10. 
Do  not  grow  weary:  invest  in  your  own  heart  and  what 
recharges you, be kind to everyone, and keep with the good 
work God has called you to do. 

Pastor’s Report: 

Thankful for our ability to continue to serve the community. 
Peters Porch October numbers were up from previous 
months. Nineteen New Families coming. 

Keeping in her prayers: Doris Reinoehl who is recovering 
from  shoulder  surgery;  Dawn  Frees  was  admitted  to  the 
hospital October 6 for aspiration pneumonia; Glenn Gerhart 
had a knee replacement October 7; Caryll Lausch had a fall 
at home and ended up with eight (8) stitches to her elbow. 

Discussion on increasing the number of service attendees to 
50%,  but  still  a  safe  number  for  the  sanctuary.  40  per 
service. 

Church Committees need to make a plan for 2021 budgets 
and get them submitted to Scott Gola. 

Vacation  is  being  planned  for  November  9-24,  2020. 
Pastoral care and emergency coverage will be obtained. No 
Wednesday Service during that time. 

Financial   Committee   is   looking   into   consolidating    
endowment categories to make things more clear and easier 
for use of monies. Council approved the categories for 
spending within the annual endowment dispersement as 
follows: 50% for non-routine congregational; 40% for support 
of partners; 10% as tithe to the larger church 

Annual Church Meeting: Synod recommends in-person 
meeting;  possibility of a Zoom meeting for those who do not 
feel comfortable with in-person, but still want to attend. 

Committee Highlights: 

Christian Education: Doing a 15 minute video on Mon-
days that is posted for children to watch. 

Family Ministry & Fellowship: More recipes are needed 
for  the  cookbook.  Terri  will  get  a  list  together  for  the 
newsletter. Trying to figure out how to do Hanging of the 
Greens this year, along with the Giving Tree.  

Worship  &  Music:  Talk  about  getting  rid  of  the 
voiced sermon link on the website; saves $120 a year to re-
move. Committee  is  discussing  Christmas  Services.  Pos-
sibly adding more services to accommodate everyone. 

Information Technology (IT): We received a quote from 
Endy  for  the  Live  Stream  capabilities.  There  are  some 
questions Deb must ask before starting work. Any charges 
for updates or maintenance? Will current internet connection 
support Live Streaming? Approval was made to go ahead 
with Live stream once questions were answered. 

Old Business:  

Still looking for a representative to sit on the Denver Board. 
Finance Committee is still working on audits and endowment 
funds. 

New Business: 

Looking for three (3) Council nominations for the 2021 
year. 

Lori will be getting a Sweet Bea Magnolia tree to plant 
on church grounds for the Creation Care program.  

Meeting was adjourned at 8:01 PM following the Lord’s 
Prayer. 

Next Meeting will be Wednesday, November 4, 2020. 

Respectfully submitted by Kelly Lesher 

FUEL Council Secretary  

Congregation Council 
Meeting 

Wednesday, December 2,  2020 

6:30 PM 

CONGREGATION COUNCIL 
Tim Hegeman — 717-475-3530 — President  

Bruce Carpenter — 717-286-8820 — Vice President 

Kelly Lesher — 717-201-7918 — Council Secretary  

Jim Kreider — 484-256-6562 — Property 

Janice Daub —  717-917-5191 

Deb Demler — 717-926-1003 

Ellen Houser — 717-445-6175 

Terri Kilrain — 717-201-0099  

Traci Krick-Shepherd — 302-561-7776 

Lori Stover — 610-406-7970 

Scott Gola — 484-955-5106 — Treasurer  

Committee Contacts 
Interested in getting more involved? Contact   

the  following people: 

Care of Members: Lori Stover                       

Finance: Scott Gola 

Christian Education: Brian Strohl         

 Information Technology (IT): Deb Demler 

Staff Support: Brad Fichthorn           

Property: Jim Kreider 

Worship and Music: Bruce Carpenter 

Peter’s Porch Feeding Ministry: Terry 

 Burkholder 

Family Ministry and Fellowship: Terri Kil-

rain 

Social Ministry: Dawn Frees 
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Communion Visits By Request 
Pastor Marissa is offering to visit those who 
have not been able to attend Church during the 
pandemic  in  order  to  bring  them  Holy   
Communion.  In  keeping  with  the Synod’s  
guidelines,  she  will  wear  a  mask  and remain 
at a distance for the visit and the sharing of the 
sacrament, and would prefer to make a visit to 
your  porch  or  another  outdoor  space,  if  
possible.  

To  schedule  a  visit,  contact  the  Church 
Office by phone, 717-336-2141, or email, 
faithunited@ptd.net.  

Family Ministry At 

Faith United 
For Information 

Contact Terri Kilrain 

Cell: 717-201-0099                           

Email: Task@ptd.net 

Thank  You  everyone  to  who  has  donated 
recipes for the cookbook. Going through the 
recipes I find that we are in need of some in 
certain groups. If you could dig through your 
recipes and see if you can help me with a few 
more I would appreciate it. The areas that need 
the most are:  

Appetizers and Beverages  
Breads and Rolls 

Cookies and Candies 
Vegetables and Side Dishes 

I could also use a few more in: 
Soups 

Desserts 

I have a lot in Entrées but if anybody has more I 
would welcome all I can get.  If you need more 
papers please notify me or Shirley at church 
and we will make sure you have more forms to 
fill out. There are more church but I can send 
some from home if you need them. 

Thank You so much for your help! I can ’t 
wait to get this cookbook out to see how won-
derful it will be! 

November 17: Tim and Cynthia Hegeman 

November 21: Mike and Lisa Gable 

November 1: Lori Gola, Marie Redcay 

November 4: Joyce Fischer, David Steiner 

November 5:  Aaron Wolf 

November 9: Brian Deibler 

November 10: Donna Gerhart, Jennie Weinhold, 
 Crystal Rittle, Jasmyn Reinoehl  

November 13: Sue Henkel 

November 16: Rebecca Voler 

November 19: Robert Gates 

November 20: Diane Konopka, Blake Daub,  

 Angela Stewart 

November 22: Jennifer Frees 

November 26: Hunter Sweigart 

November 27: Darryl Eberly 

November 29: Sarah Kreider 

November 
Birthday 

Please  remember  our  80+ 
member with a card, visit, or 
phone call: 

James Stewart - November 17 - 806 
North Fifth Street, Denver, PA 17517. 

The First Saturday of Each Month 

 November 7, 2020 

December 5, 2020 

8:00-10:00 AM 

Drive-Thru  

Faith United Evangelical 
Lutheran Church 

357 Walnut Street, Denver, PA  17517 
 

Phone: 717-336-2141  
 Email:  faithunited@ptd.net 
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In Our Prayers 
We ask you to daily pray for the following 

people and those in your life you know that are 
in need:    

 

For Comfort From The Holy Spirit:  

Kevin Spangler Family        Shaak Family Walt Christ Family 

For Healing:  

Caryll Lausch   Doris Reinoehl   Glenn Gerhart 

Lillian Troutman  Vernon Boose   Sue Henkel 

Pastor Hans Becklin Rita Dienst   Kim Tran 

Scott Witmer   Pat Stansbery   Rita Gotshall 

Jean Lorah   Ginny Stoltz   Christa Rutt  

Shirley Achey   Angie Carpenter  Ron Orth  

Helen Kuehne   Tracy Augustine  Pat & Carl Adair 

 You’re also invited to call and/or send cards.           

Continuing Concerns 
Audrey Grill, Alfred  Evans,  Stan  Henderson,  Bruce  Haws,  Harriet Garber, Hudson  Sollenberger,  Jeri  

Lynn  Pickel,  Dominic  Schoolcraft,  Terry  Blair, Victor Rodriguez,  Roseann  Wiest,  Pat  Brendle,  Day  

Fasnacht,  Larry  Donmoyer,  Stephanie  Kurtz,  Arlene  Monyer,  Dorothy  Hoyer, Susan Means, Lorna 

Buohl, Bill Houser, Arlene Slabach, Maureen Latanishen,  Nick Sansone, Bill Murphy, Ethel Farrow, Bob 

Fischer,  Peggy  and  Jack  Dewald,  Ronald  Worline,  Leah  Witmer,  Peter  Heisey,  Kimberley  Fick, 

Paul Kostyak,  Pastor  Dennis  Trout,  Caryll  Lausch,  Ethel  Newman,  Pastor  Sharon  Blezard,  Cathy 

Hornberger,  Florence  Rutt,  Helen  Shirk,  John   Oleszczuk,  Shirley  Shaeffer,  William  Kralik, Todd  

Tussinger,  Philip  Main,  Dean  Camp,  Jack  Bucher,  Lily  Lutz,  Alec   Martel,   Jean   (Schaeffer)  Mull,  

Viola  White,  John and Pauline Matthews, Jed Weidner, Melvin and Dorothy Schmeck, Matt Donley, Bob 

Witmer, Christian Martin, Susan Hartman, Men and Women Serving in our Armed Forces.  

Date Ushers - 9:00 AM Ushers - 10:30 AM Cantor - 9:00 AM Cantor - 10:30 AM 

November 
               8 

Bill and Shirley Ludwig Teri Arment 
Bruce Carpenter 

Matt Donley  

November 
             15 

Bill and Shirley Ludwig Teri Arment 
David Brumbach 

Matt Donley  

November 
             22 

Bill and Shirley Ludwig Teri Arment 
Bruce Carpenter 

Matt Donley  

November 
             29 

Bill and Shirley Ludwig Teri Arment 
Bruce Carpenter 

Matt Donley  

Serving This Month - November 
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Thursday Bible Study and their books 
about Acts 

Blessing of the Animals 

Wedding of Meg Stover and Jon May 

Loading the Ingathering Truck 



 9 

 

ALL SAINTS SUNDAY 

CELEBRATION 

November 1, 2020 

In Memory Of: 

Richard P. Frees by Dawn Frees and Family 

Jennie Rutt by Shirley and Bill Ludwig 

Clair and Evelyn Martzall by Barry and Debra Martzall 

Ralph Roseboro, and Other Departed Loved Ones by Ann Roseboro 

My Beloved Husband Lee Arment by Teri Arment 

Lee Shober by Gloria Shober 

Earl, Betty, James and Larry Buchter by Barry and Debra Martzall 

My Beloved Husband Homer Weaver, and My Parents Clyde, Elizabeth and Elva Eberly by JoAn E. 

 Weaver 

Glenna Daub, and Gene and Gerry Heft by Janice Daub 

Scott Geist by Lois Geist 

My Husband Bill Monyer by Arlene Monyer 

Our Moms, Ursula Long, and Atsuko Poleshuk, by David and Arlene Brumbach 

Ruth Ann Luciani by John Luciani 

Martin Dellinger, and Betty Gehman by Phyllis Dellinger 

Harry and Irma Fischer, and Fred and Mildred Roesener by Bob and Joyce Fischer 

My Beloved Husband Lew Demler, Arline and Lewis Demler, and Rose and Jim Sedinger by Deb 

  Demler 

Galen and Irene Wenger, Lester and Gertrude Phillips, and Richard Funk by Gerry and Joanne 

 Phillips 

George H. Cook by Karlene M. Cook 

Mark and Lela Miller by Debbie Anthony 

Frederick Bishop Fichthorn by Mary Ann Fichthorn 

Carl and Margaret Duvall, and Clayton and Marian Houser by Bill and Ellen Houser 

Fred Walter, Betty and Jay Kleinsmith, and Thomas and Ann Kilrain by Terri Kilrain 

Joyce A. Maier by Jeff Hartman 

Edward B. Herbst, Dr. and Mrs. Jacob Brubaker, and Ann Acampora by Sally Herbst 

In Loving Memory Of: 

Willard Lausch, Samuel N. Hornberger, Nora Hahn, and Betty McGarvey by Caryll Lausch and 

 Family 
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NOVEMBER WORSHIP Miracles Happen Today!!! 

After nine months of pain and 
having to sit up to sleep, I am 
now pain free. A Sincere 
Thank You to my Church 
Family for all the prayers, 
cards and phone calls. It is 
wonderful to know people 
care.                   Gerry Phillips 

To my Church Family, 

Thank You for all the lovely cards and phone calls 
on my  97th   Birthday.  It  was  special  to  read  all  
the wonderful sentiments in the cards.         Sincerely, 

Arlene Slabach 

I would like to Thank everyone who sent cards and 
phone calls after my shoulder surgery. I appreciated 
all the good wishes and prayers. Thanks to Pastor 
Marissa  for  the  phone  call  and  prayers  before 
surgery. Everything went well and I hope to get back 
to church soon!             Thanks Again, Doris Reinoehl 

I appreciate the prayers, cards, and good wishes on 
my behalf when I was hospitalized in October. Thank 
You! 

My gratitude to everyone who took over finishing the 
Ingathering Project when I got sick. We are indeed a 
community who looks after one another. Thank You! 

Dawn Frees 

Dear Ones, 

Thank You from the bottom of my heart for the 
thoughtful  show  of  your appreciation in LNP this 
October. In the midst of a challenging year we have 
found   new   ways   to   care   for   one   another,   
remain faithful, and grow in our commitment to God 
and  one  another.  I am  phenomenally  blessed  to 
minister alongside you, and I look forward to what the 
future will hold for us.                          In Christ's Love, 

Pastor Marissa Becklin 

All Saints Sunday 
Sunday, November 1 

Revelation 7:9-17; Psalm 34:1-10, 22; 1 John 3:1-3; 
Matthew  5:1-12.  All  Saints  celebrates  the  baptized 
people of God, living and dead, who are the body of 
Christ. As November heralds the dying of the landscape 
in many northern regions, the readings and liturgy call us 
to  remember  all  who  have  died  in  Christ  and  whose 
baptism is complete. At the Lord’s table we gather with 
the  faithful  of  every  time  and  place,  trusting  that  the 
promises of God will be fulfilled and that all tears will be 
wiped away in the new Jerusalem. 

Twenty-Third Sunday After Pentecost 
Sunday, November 8 

Amos 5:18-24; Psalm 70;1-5; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; 
Matthew  25:1-13.  Today  the  prophet  Amos  calls  
for justice  to  roll  down  like  waters.  Paul  urges  us  to  
encourage one another with the promised coming of the 
Lord. Jesus tells the parable of the wise and foolish 
bridesmaids. Surrounded by the faithful of every time and 
place, we celebrate Christ’s coming in our midst in the 
word of life and the feast of victory—the marriage feast of 
the lamb. 

Twenty-Fourth Sunday After Pentecost 
Sunday, November 15 

Zephaniah  1:7,  12-18;  Psalm 90:1-8  [9-11]  12;  1 
Thessalonians 5:1-11; Matthew 25:14-30. Our  read-
ings during  November  speak  of  the  end  times.  Zeph-
aniah proclaims that the coming day of the LORD will be 
filled with wrath and distress. Paul says it will come like  a  
thief  in  the  night  and  urges  us  to  be  awake and so-
ber. Jesus tells the parable of the talents, calling us to use 
our gifts, while we still have time, for the greater and com-
mon good.  In  a  world  filled  with  violence  and  despair,  
we gather around signs of hope—word, water, bread, and 
wine—eager  to  welcome  the  good  news  of  Christ’s 
coming among us. 

Christ The King 
Sunday, November 22 

Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24; Psalm 95:1-7a; Ephesians 
1:15-23; Matthew 25:31-46. On this final Sunday of the 
church year our gospel is Jesus’ great story of judgment. 
In the end, the faithful are those who served Christ by 
ministering to those who are poor, hungry, naked, sick, or 
estranged. In the first reading God is the shepherd who 
seeks the lost, weak, and injured and feeds them with 
justice. We gather this day to celebrate the reign of Christ 
and   his   victory   over   death,   yet   we   await   the    
consummation of all things yet to come. Acknowledging 
Christ as our merciful ruler, we go forth that his reign may 
be known in our loving words and deeds. 

First Sunday In Advent 
Sunday, November 29 

Isaiah 64:1-9; Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19; 1 Corinthians 1:3-
9; Mark 13:24-37. Stir up your power, and come! The 
psalmist’s plea in Psalm 80:2 has become familiar to us in 
the Advent prayers. Isaiah wants God to rip the heavens 
open. Both cry out for an apparently distant, angry God to 
show  up,  to  save,  to  restore.  When  we  hear  Jesus 
describing the coming of the Son of Man with stars falling 
from  heaven,  it  can  sound  dire  and  horrible,  not  like 
anything we would ever hope for. But when we really look 
at the suffering of people God loves, we can share the 
hope that God would tear open the heavens and come. 

Members of Faith United and Peter’s Porch, 

Thank You for your cards for my Mother ’s 

90
th 

 Birthday (Kathryn Hertzog) and for the 

many  prayers and cards of concern after her 

recent passing. Mother always appreciated that 

Peter’s Porch allowed her to give her blankets to 

their ministry. Focusing on how she could help 

others gave  her  purpose  and  a  way  to  focus  

on a positive impact instead of her constant 

pain. I  am   grateful   for   how   you   allowed   

her to contribute to your ministry. May God 

bless you as you continue to serve. 

Wanda Hertzog-Grant 
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November Food Collection 
Food, items will be collected for 

the Christmas Families.  

Please  check  the  list  on  the 

grocery cart in the Coat Room 

for   the   items   needed   and   

deposit the items in the grocery 

cart. 

Bible Study and Prayer Group 

Thursdays at Noon 

Join  Pastor  Marissa  and  your  fellow             
congregants in learning more about one         
another’s  lives  and  about  the  Bible.  We  are 
currently reading our way through the Book of 
Acts. Join here: https:///us04web.zoom.us/
j/411053586 or by calling in to 1-929-205-6099 
and enter code 411053586. 
NO BIBLE STUDY ON THE FOLLOWING 
DATES: November 12, 19, 26. 

Worship Updates 
Moving  forward,  there  will  no  longer  be  a 

Worship Service on Wednesday mornings or a 

Call-In Option on Sundays. If you would like to 

have a bulletin with a copy of the sermon mailed 

to  you  each  Wednesday,  please  contact our 

office.  

We continue to have two In-Person Worship 

Opportunities each  week:  two Sunday 

Morning Services at 9:00 AM and 10:30 AM.  

For   more   information   about   our  safety   

precautions, please visit our website (faithunited

-elca.org),  or  refer  to  Pastor  Marissa's  most 

recent letter. 

If you choose not to join us in-person yet, we 

understand and we rejoice our ability to share in 

worship  together  online.  We  livestream our 

Service  on  Sundays  at  9:00  AM,  and the 

video remains available on our site to watch 

later as well. Our services will continue to be 

available on YouTube.  Please share! 

IMPORTANT 
KID’S CHURCH  

UPDATE 
Pastor Marissa is posting  
a  video  for  families 
each week with a Bible 
story, questions to talk 

about together, a prayer, and an easy activity 
for  your  family  to  do  together  that  week  to 
engage your faith.  

Videos are posted every Monday on our 
church’s YouTube channel, and can be 
watched at any time throughout the week!  We 
hope  this  will  be  a  simple  and meaningful 
way for your family to do Kid’s Church together 
this fall.  

Let Your Thankfulness Show  
Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in 
all circumstances!          ―1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 

Sages, mystics and prophets through the ages have 
taught us that cultivating an attitude of thankfulness 
will  not  only  help  us  grow  as  disciples,  but 
thankfulness  will  also  deepen  our  connection 
neighbors and give us happier, more fulfilling lives.  

And how do you cultivate thankfulness? First and 
always, through prayer. Consider how many of the 
Psalms offer thanks, or how often the Apostle Paul 
gives  thanks  for  the  people  and  blessings  of  his 
ministry. Pray always–and always with thanksgiving. 
Keep a “blessings list” and pray through it daily. 

Giving thanks to God can nourish thankfulness in 
your own heart, and you can also help encourage 
thankfulness in your community by developing a 
habit of thanking others–verbally, by text or email, or 
with cards and notes.  

Since our national holiday of Thanksgiving takes 
place in  November,  this  month  offers  the  perfect 
opportunity to start. 

Throughout November, look for every opportunity to 
thank someone for any reason, big or small. It could 
be a stranger who holds a door open for you, a clerk 
who rings up your sale, or a neighbor who does you 
a favor. Keep track of the number of times you can 
say “Thank You.” You may be surprised. For fun, 
compete with others to see who can say “Thank 
You” the most times in November.  

In the process of saying “Thank You” you will not 
only develop a habit that will deepen your soul, you 
will also change your relationship with neighbors, 
your community and our world. And that will be a 
real cause for thanksgiving.                  –Rob Blezard 

Copyright © 2020, Rev. Robert Blezard. Pastor Blezard serves 
as Pastor of St. Paul Lutheran Church, Aberdeen, MD, and 
works as content editor for www.stewardshipoflife.org. He blogs 
at www.thestewardshipguy.com 

http://faithunited-elca.org
http://faithunited-elca.org
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZJgg7Y-h3g_8pPq04oUNmQ/videos?view_as=subscriber
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZJgg7Y-h3g_8pPq04oUNmQ/videos?view_as=subscriber
http://www.stewardshipoflife.org
http://www.stewardshipoflife.org
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I pray differently depending on the time of day. In the morning I feel more like offering meditative 

prayer than asking God for things. Personally, for me, it's easier to meditate in the morning after a 

good night's sleep because I tend to not doze off as I might at the end of a tiring day. I find the 

predawn hours of an Autumn morning perfect for meditation. However; today is not the bright, 

sunny, orange hued, Indian Summer portrait of October found on calendars, but a warm, misty, 

damp, grayish landscape especially suited for contemplative prayer. 

 Christian contemplative prayer, which is the practice I embrace, and am practicing this particular 

morning, is a prayer of "letting go". Letting go of persistent, negative, judgmental, junk thoughts that 

all of our active minds produce, especially during stressful times. This practice of letting go becomes 

the interior movement toward "letting be,” leaving our minds less judgmental of others, and 

ourselves, and helps us to not worry about situations we can't control. To help us let go of intrusive 

thoughts, centering prayer uses a sacred word, of our own choosing, to be repeated silently in the 

mind. This word becomes a kind of focal point for our mind to aid us in "not thinking" random 

useless thoughts. Finally, this method of prayer is practiced with the understanding that God is 

constantly present with all of us, and is centering prayer's unique characteristic. 

 And so, on this foggy morning, I sit down outdoors, relax, and repeat my sacred word as I enter 

into meditation. I use "Yahweh," the Hebrew name of God, for my sacred word. I like the 

breathyness of it and its two syllables coincide with my breathing, enabling me to empty my mind 

and strive for "objectless awareness," as this letting go is sometimes described. In other words, 

being alert but moving toward not thinking about anything. This morning my sacred word has 

competition. Crickets in abundance demand my attention. American toads sing their high pitched 

trill. From a nearby hollow their brothers the tree frogs, resuscitated by unusually warm air, add their 

chirping. These creatures, in concert with my age-related tinnitus, improvise like jazz musicians,  

creating a not unpleasant ensemble. My sacred word is simply not working, drowned out by these 

tiny beings. So, I switch my focus to the music of God's creatures for my sacred word. I relax and 

settle in to a satisfying contemplative meditation, letting go of thoughts as best I can. 

 After a time, my cat Cornelius rubs up against me as if to tell me prayer time is over. I fill his food 

dish and reflect on my contemplative "sit". Why were the songs of the crickets, frogs, and toads so 

compelling? I think there's more to it than just their volume. They seemed to me the voice of God. 

Should I feel that way? I mean, I know God is present in all things. But, should I believe they can 

actually be expressions of His voice, His words? 

 For Christians, we most clearly see God's Word coming through the Bible. Luther said the Bible 

is the "cradle of Christ," so the actual paper pages of the Bible are not sacred, but the message is. 

 So, I wonder. Are crickets and frogs like the printed words of the Bible? Are these small animals 

able to convey the Truth, and Word of God? In Luke 19:40 Jesus did say that even if his disciples 

remain quiet about the Gospel, the very stones will cry out! I feel my little brothers, the crickets and 

frogs, were crying out. From Genesis 15:1 to Revelation 22:16 God proclaims his existence and 

participation with His people with the words "I am." Likewise in the quiet Autumn stillness, through 

the sounds and voices of His tiny creatures, God proclaims "I am...I am...I am!” 

Fellow creature of God, Jim Redcay 
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Christian Symbol 

St. Andrew’s Cross: The cross is a symbol of 

humility and suffering. It first came 

into use during the Middle Ages.  

According  to  tradition,  St. Andrew 

was crucified while preaching in 

Greece. He felt unworthy to be crucified in the 

same way as Jesus, so he begged that his cross 

be  made  differently.  St.  Andrew’s  cross  is  the 

national cross of Scotland. It’s also called Cross 

Saltire. 

INGATHERING UPDATE 
Formal meetings and work gatherings stopped 
in  March  for  Social Ministry and the Cozy 
Comforters.   When   the   information   from   
Lutheran World Relief was mailed to Faith, 
careful  action  began  again.   The  ladies 
gathered in small, safe groups to finish some 
comforters that were near completion.    

The congregation rallied around the call for 
school kits, personal care kits, and monetary 
donations to buy some of the needed supplies.  
Thirty-two comforters, nine (9) personal care 
kits,  and  52  school  kits  were  delivered  for 
Lutheran World Relief.  This is the most school 
kits we have ever assembled. 

Some  of  the  money  donated  was  used  to 
supplement items for the kits. The remainder 
was sent to Lutheran World Relief to aid in the 
shipping costs. Eight hundred and ten dollars 
was the total contribution. Terri Kilrain gave a 
Thrivent Action card that I used to buy more of 
the cotton backpacks, packing tape, et cetera.  
We have some of those remaining for next 
year. In addition, six Faith members helped to 
load  the  truck  at  the  collection  center  at 
Bergstrasse Lutheran Church. 

A decision was made not to have the Bake 
Sale and Lutheran Soup Sale this year. 

Look  for  another  item  in  THIS  newsletter 
regarding the Christmas Giving Tree.   

Now, last item…I had a medical hiccup the last 
week  of  the  Ingathering  project.  Several 
members stepped in and finished the project.  
My heartfelt thanks to those folks and everyone 
who contributed to the project in any way!!!  
The members of Faith put their faith forward in 
a tangible way.                                Dawn Frees     

 

Cozy 
Comforters 

Corner 

Winter is just around the corner and with it will 
come cold temperatures. If you know of anyone 
who needs a warm comforter, please contact 
Pastor Marissa or Nina Mayhew, 717-625-2304. 

The Cozy Comforters are continuing their work 
during the pandemic, but until further notice they 
will meet on Wednesday morning rather than 
Tuesday. 

Constitution Revisions 
As a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church    in    America,    we    use    the    ELCA   
congregational constitution as a model for our own  
constitution.  This  year,  at  our  Annual Meeting,  
we  will  vote  on  some  updated   language  in  our  
constitution  that  reflects changes made to the 
model   constitution   at   the   2019   Churchwide   
Assembly.  These  changes  are  considered 
amendments and they have been approved by that 
Assembly.  In  other  words,  delegates  that  we 
elected  by  sending  voting   members   to   Synod  
Assemblies,   have  approved  the  changes  to  be 
recommended  to  individual  congregations. 
Changes approved by a Churchwide Assembly   
need only be approved by a "simple majority vote of 
those voting members present." 

The changes relevant to us are punctuation and 
updated language, particularly regarding how our 
church speaks about the role of deacons.  

Before  a  vote  may  be  called  for  approval, every 
voting  member  must  be  given  the  opportunity  
to review the existing Constitution compared to the 
recommended changes. These must be available 
30 days before the vote. Council will call for a vote 
at the Annual Congregational Meeting to be held in 
December.  A  mailing  of  the  existing  and  the 
proposed changes will be cumbersome and costly 
because of the volume of paper required. Instead, 
Dawn Frees will be available after services from 
November  8  through  December  13  to  answer 
questions. Some copies will be available to review 
at home, or you may sit with her and review them 
together.  

Any questions with the process or proposed 
amendments, please contact Dawn Frees: 717-733-
0240. 
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Ephrata Community 
Thanksgiving Day 
Dinner Canceled  

With much thought and consideration. The 
Denver and Ephrata Community Thanksgiving 
Day   Dinner   will   not   be  held   this   year,   
November  26,  2020,  due  to  the  Covid  19 
pandemic. 

The safety of all volunteers and drivers is the 
main  reason  plus  we  would  not  be  able  to 
follow the rules and regulations set up by our 
Governor and health officials in a manner that 
would insure the safety of all those involved. 

Thank You so very much for those who have 
served or contributed in any way in the past. 

Barry and Carol Haller 

Denver 
Women’s Club Meeting 

Wednesday, November 21, 2020 

7:00 PM 

Ephrata Area Social Services 

Joy Ashley, Director 

Faith United Fellowship Hall 

Masks Required 

COMMUNITY EVENTS 

On The Table  

With Bulletins 

2020 Bulletin  
Sponsor Sign-Up 

2020 Bulletin Sponsor Sign-

Up:  Please contact the Church 

Office, 717-336-2141, if you wish 

to sponsor the Bulletins. Cost is 

$25.00  per  Sunday.  Open  Dates: 

November 22, 29. 

Peter’s  Porch  is  in  need  of  
One  Dozen  Egg Cartons so we 
can repackage flats of eggs from the 
Food Bank,  and  Plastic Bags. 
Please  put  donations  in  the grocery 
cart in the coat room. 

 

 

Wednesday, 

November 

11, 2020 
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Hospice & Community Care and the Pathways 
Center for Grief & Loss are offering the 

following programs.   
As we are taking all necessary precautions for 
the  health  and  safety  of  our  patients and 

families, staff, volunteers and visitors 
related to the Coronavirus outbreak, our 

support group will be held via Zoom. Call the 
Pathways Center at (717) 391-2413 or (800) 924-7610 to receive Zoom credentials. 

ADULT DROP-IN GROUPS 

These free meetings include a presentation and an informal time to talk with others. Call the Pathways Center at (717) 
391-2413 or (800) 924-7610 to register. 

Coping With The Loss Of A Parent Or Sibling: Tuesday, November 3, 6:30–8:00 PM. 

Coping With The Loss Of A Spouse Or Companion:  Wednesday,  November 4,  6:30–8:00 PM.  

Living With Grief: Intimacy And Sexuality During Illness And Loss: Tuesday, November 17, 8:30-10:30  
AM.  Hospice  Foundation  of  America  will  identify  barriers  to  intimacy  and  sexuality  for  terminally  ill  persons  and 
the  bereaved  during  this  prerecorded  webinar.  The  program  will  emphasize  the  knowledge  and  skills  needed  to 
sensitively address intimacy and sexuality and suggest interventions that can help dying and bereaved persons address 
these elemental human needs. There is no cost to attend. Register online at https://bit.ly/2CTWx3i. Space is limited. For 
more information, contact the Pathways Center for Grief & Loss. Registration Deadline: November 16.  

Newly Bereaved (Three Week Series): Tuesdays, November 10, 17 and 24,  6:30-8:00 PM.  If  a  loss  was  
recent,  this series provides  an  overview  of  common  grief  responses  and  will  help  attendees  to  begin  to  identify  
coping  tools. Space is limited and registration is required. Call the Pathways Center at (717) 391-2413 or (800) 924-
7610 at least one week prior to the start of the group to discuss with a bereavement counselor. 

GRASP  (Grief  Recovery  After  A  Substance  Passing):  Tuesday,  November 10,   6:30–8:00 PM.  This 
group provides compassion and understanding for individuals who have had a loved one die as a result of substance 
abuse  or  addiction. Free;  pre-registration  for  new  attendees  is  required.  For  more  information  or  to  register, 
contact Marjorie Paradise at mparadise810@comcast.net or (717) 951-2720. 

International Survivors Of Suicide Loss Day: Saturday, November 21, 10:00-11:30 AM. Watch a DVD that 
features the healing journey of several individuals after a suicide loss. Produced by the American Foundation for Suicide 
Prevention, this is a free virtual event held via Zoom. You will also have the opportunity to hear from others about their 
suicide   loss   experiences.   For   more   information   or   to   register,   visit   www.survivorday.org   or   contact   
Elaine   Ostrum, Bereavement Counselor, at the Pathways Center for Grief & Loss at (717) 391-2413. 

Children’s Grief Awareness Day:  Thursday,  November  19.  Children ’s  Grief  Awareness  Day  helps  others 
understand the impact death has on children and their need for support. Join us by wearing blue on November 19 to 
show your support to all grieving children and teens. Learn more by visiting www.childrensgriefawarenessday.org  

Coping With The Holidays: Tuesday,  November 17,  6:30-8:00  PM. Topic. Holiday Survival Guide. Tuesday, 
November 24, 6:30-8:00  PM. Topic. Practicing Gratitude.  Tuesday,  December 8,  6:30-8:00  PM. Topic. Ways To 
Remember. Tuesday,  December 15,  6:30-8:00  PM. Topic. Living For Today.  Tuesday,  December 22,  6:30-8:00  PM. 
Topic. What Are The Gifts?.  

That Their Light May Always Shine: A Worldwide Candle Lighting Event: Tuesday, December 8, 7:00 
PM.  The  Compassionate  Friends  Worldwide  Candle  Lighting  unites  family  and  friends  around  the  globe  in  
lighting candles for one hour to honor the memories of the sons, daughters, brothers, sisters, and grandchildren who left 
too soon. As candles are lit at 7:00 PM local time, hundreds of thousands of persons commemorate and honor the 
memory of all children gone too soon. For more information, call (877) 969-0010 or visit www.compassionatefriends.org.  

We Are Here For You: Many  bereaved  individuals  know  they  “need  something”  but  are  uncertain  what  that  
is. Perhaps you have experienced several losses in a short period of time. Or, after the initial busy time of settling affairs 
ends  a  fresh  wave  of  grief  hits.  Grief  and  loss  are  unpredictable  so  we  encourage  you  to  contact  a  Pathways 
grief counselor whenever needed, Monday – Friday, 8:00 AM–5:00 PM. to discuss support options. Pathways ser-
vices are available regardless of the cause of death or whether Hospice was involved. After our grief counselors talk 
with someone on the phone or see them in a support group for the first time, they often say they wish they had reached 
out to us sooner. Support groups or individual consultation, regardless of whether by Zoom or face-to-face, provide a 
safe place to express emotions you may not have felt comfortable sharing with family or friends. Most people say they 
are glad they called because it helped them realize that they feel less alone.  

Social Dine-Out Options: Due to the Coronavirus outbreak, we have canceled all social dine-out options scheduled 
through the end of 2020.  

Call the Pathways Center at (717) 391-2413 or (800) 924-7610 to request the log-in address or phone number to 
participate  in  a  Zoom  group  or  to  schedule  a  private  Zoom  meeting  with  a  Pathways  counselor.  Visit 
our website at www.PathwaysThroughGrief.org for updated information about support groups. 
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Christmas Giving Tree 
Friends, it is time for Christmas!  The Social 

Ministry Committee is again   
sponsoring   the  Giving  Tree.  
Information for four families was   
received  from  Ephrata  Area 
Social  Services.  Three  of  the 
families  are  from  the  Denver 
area and one from Ephrata. So 
far this includes seven adults and 
eight children. After I call  the  
families   the   number   might   
increase by a few teenagers. 

The  gift  tags  will  be  on  the  tree  beginning 
Sunday, November 22

nd
.  All the gifts must be 

under the tree by December 13
th
.   The grocery 

cart items for  November  and  the  first  two  
weeks  of  December  will  be  used  to  pack 
grocery bags for the Christmas families. 

If  you  want  to  participate  but  are  not  yet 
comfortable attending Church Services, you 
may come and pick a tag on the mornings that 
the church secretary is working.  That is usually 
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday, 9:00 AM to 
12:00 noon. OR you may call Dawn Frees at 
717-733-0240 and I will deliver a tag to you.  
You may use the same method for returning 
the  gift  to  church.  Deliver  it  during  the  
mentioned times or call Dawn for pickup. If you 
wish, hang gloves, mittens, hats, or scarves on 
the tree as we did previous years. 

The Covid Virus is not going to prevent our 
Faith congregation from safely ministering to 
the community during the holidays. 

It is a little early….but MERRY CHRISTMAS.  
First though…HAPPY THANKSGIVING! 

Dawn Frees    

Orders  for  Poinsettias  to 

decorate     the    Chancel 

December 20, 27, 2020 can 

be placed until the conclusion  

of  Worship   on   Sunday, 

December 13, 2020. You 

can order Red or White plants. Each plant costs 

$7.50.  

The order envelopes will be available on the 

cabinet at the back of the Sanctuary. 

Annual Congregational Meeting 
Sunday, December 13th  

 10:15 AM 
(ONLY ONE SERVICE AT 

9:00 AM THIS DAY) 
Faith United's Annual Congregational Meeting 
will be held on Sunday, December 13

th
, at 

10:15  AM  following  the  9:00  AM  Worship 
Service. We will only have one Worship 
Service  on  this  day,  in  order  to  
accommodate this meeting. We will 
maintain social distancing during this 
Service by preparing an overflow area 
in the Fellowship Hall to be used if 
needed. Copies of the Proposed Budget and 
Constitutional updates to be voted on at this 
meeting will be made available for members to 
review prior to this meeting in the back of the 
Sanctuary throughout the month of November 
and December, or by contacting the office to 
request a copy. 

Christmas Eve Worship Services 
We    will    have    two    in-person    worship    
opportunities on Christmas Eve at 3:00 PM and 
7:00 PM. Both will include Candlelight, Holy 
Communion, and a Children's Sermon. Masks 
and social distancing are required, and we will 
prepare an overflow area in the Fellowship Hall 
to be used if needed. If you have questions 
about these Services, please contact our office. 
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KID’S PAGE 
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Proposed 2021 Budget 
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Larger Print Proposed 2021 Budgets, Notes and 
Capital Improvements are on a table 

at the back of the Church. 
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