
   

 

April/May 2021 Newsletter 

"But he said to them, ‘Do not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He 
has been raised; he is not here. Look, there is the place they laid him."                                        Mark 16:6  

357 Walnut Street, PO Box 157 
Denver, Pennsylvania 17517-0157 
Church Telephone - 717-336-2141  

Fax - 717-336-6475 
Email - faithunited@ptd.net 

Website - www.faithunited-elca.org 
CHECK US OUT ON FACEBOOK AND INSTAGRAM: 

Deadline For 
May/June, 2021 Newsletter 

Sunday, April 25, 2021 

Updates Regarding Worship 
The Church Council continues to be committed to  
faithful  and  careful  discernment regarding our 
congregation’s   response   to   the   COVID-19 
pandemic. We invite you to pray for them as they 
engage  in  this  work  on  behalf  of  God  and  our 
community. Please continue to check your email   
and mail regularly for updated information about 
our worship life as we move through this pandemic 
together.  

Church  Office  Hours 
 The  Church  Office  is currently 
operating with irregular in-person 
hours. To submit information for 
the bulletin or newsletter, please 
email Shirley Sweigart at: 

grammyss46@gmail.com or 
grammyss@ptd.net, or call 717-538-1946. 

She  is  usually  in  the  Church  Office  on 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday mornings. 

Pastor Marissa Becklin 
Cell: 717-203-6013 

pastormbecklin@gmail.com 

Newsletter Update 

Beginning  with  the  March Newsletter and 

until further notice, newsletters will be sent 

following Church Council meetings which are 

held the first Wednesday of each month. 

Pastor’s Vacation 
Pastor   Marissa   will   be   on  
vacation, Sunday afternoon, 
April 11 through Tuesday night, 
April 20. Pastor Tim Craven will 
provide emergency pastoral 
care. His cell number  is  717-
468-9049.  

Pastor Glenn Beard will provide supply on 
Sunday, April 18. 

We  continue  to offer  two  opportunities  for 
worship each week: an In-Person and Online 
Service at 9:00 AM. 

The choice, of course, for how you will worship is 
yours—we will continue to work to maintain the 
safest environment possible in our Sanctuary for  
public worship. No signup needed.    

For specific notes about worship, please see  
Pastor Marissa’s most recent letter. 

Whether you choose to attend In-Person or not at 
this  time,  Faith  United  is  still  your  church—a 
community  that  is  here  to  support  you  and  
your  faith,  that  is  reaching  into  homes  all  
across Lancaster County.  

Drive-Thru Communion 
The Sunday Live-Stream and 
In-Person  Service will  be  
followed  by  a  Drive-Thru  
Communion opportunity in 
the Faith United Parking Lot 
from 10:15-11:00 AM each Sunday. 
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WANTED 
Recipes,  inspirational   articles,  poetry,  

gardening  tips, household tips, etc. to 

be used in Monthly Newsletters. 

Please email your recipes, articles, tips 

to Shirley Sweigart: 

grammyss46@gmail.com. 

The Upper Room Daily Devotional 
May-June, 2021 

Christ In Our Home Daily Devotional 
April, May, June, 2021 

Also, A Large Print Version Is Now Available 

Devotionals are on the table with the bulletins or 
please call Shirley Sweigart, 717-538-1946 to set 
up an appointment to pick one up. 

Staff 
Pastor — Pastor Marissa Becklin 

Organists — Caryll Lausch                              

                     Cynthia Kauffman 

                         Grady Daub 

Choir Director — Matthew Donley 

Office Administrator and 

 Newsletter Editor — Shirley Sweigart 

Custodian — Elizabeth Roman-Reich 

Photo Use Practice 
In attending church events, photos may be taken to help keep 

shut-ins and friends of the church aware of the life 
and activities of Faith United. If you do not wish to 
be photographed, please let us know so we may 
honor your wishes. As a practice, we consider the 
privacy   appropriate   to   people   with   special 
circumstances,  but  may  not  know  of  all  sensitive 
situations. Your help is required or we anticipate 

permission is given. 

Church Office Requests 
Please call the Church Office at 717-336-2141 and 
leave a message when: 

• You  are  in  the  hospital  or  prior  to  going  
to  the  hospital (or  have  a  relative  call  for  
you). In order for the pastor to visit, someone 
needs to inform the Church.  

• You   are   confined   to   your   home   for   an 
extended period of time because of illness or 
accident; 

• You are going to a rehab center or a nursing 
home; 

• There is a change in your family status (birth, 
death, marriage, or divorce); 

• You  move  to  a  new  home,  move  out  of 
the area, or go away to college or graduate 
school. 

Offering Envelopes 
Generic Offering Envelopes are available for use 
on the table with the bulletins. 

 A   good   alternative   is  “Simply   Giving”  which  
automatically remits your offering to the Church.  
Contact Shirley Sweigart for more information:  

grammyss46@gmail.net or 
call 717-538-1946 

Stewardship 
Even as we meet in-person and electronically for 
worship, the work of the Church continues and 
intensifies. Please  continue  your  giving  by  
one  of  the following ways: 

1) Mail your offering envelope to the Church    
Office; they will be collected regularly.  

2) Set  up “Simply   Giving”  which  automatically  
remits your offering to the Church. Contact  
Shirley Sweigart, 717-538-1946 for more details. 

3) Give online using checking/savings account 
or credit/debit card by going to our website 
(faithunited-elca.org) and clicking on the “Give” 
tab at the top. 

Thank you for your continued stewardship of 
God’s gifts! 

Please continue to provide the Church 

Office with your email addresses  

(changes   also)   to   be   used   for   

Newsletters, Schedules, etc.  

Email your changes to: 

faithunited@ptd.net.  Thank You! 

Kid’s Church: 
 Mondays On YouTube 

 Each   week  Pastor  Marissa  posts  a  video  
for  families  with  a  Bible  story,  questions   to   
talk  about  together,  a  prayer,  and  an  easy   
activity for your family to do together that week 
to engage your faith. Videos are posted every  
Monday on our church’s YouTube channel, and 
can be watched at any time throughout the 
week! We  hope  this  will  be  a  simple  and  
meaningful  way  for  your  family to do Kid’s 
Church together. 
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Caring For The Whole Body 
In the past year our vocabulary has grown to include all kinds of new terms: “social distancing”, “pandemic 
fatigue”, “virtual church”, and even “drive-thru communion”! A newer one that we’ve been hearing in the news 
more and more is “vaccine hesitancy”. As vaccines become more readily available in our country and local 
community, many are hesitant or wary to receive them. There are all sorts of different reasons for this: some 
are unsure about the long-term impacts of the vaccine, some aren’t sure they work at all, some have heard 
rumors of a microchip being inserted into a person’s arm, some are opposed to the measures that scientists 
took to create and test the vaccine. Many believe that their faith inhibits them from receiving the vaccine. 

 Many have understood the decision about receiving the vaccine as one that primarily affects them. But, like 
mask-wearing and distancing, this is not the case—we have learned throughout this pandemic the truth that 
the precautions we take directly affect our neighbor’s health and well-being. Even though I may not be afraid 
of contracting COVID-19, I am aware that I could pass it on to someone with a much weaker immune system. 
We are not islands—we were made by God for connection and relationship, and that has consequence. In 1 
Corinthians 12:21-26, the apostle Paul writes: 

 The eye cannot say to the hand, ‘I have no need of you’, nor again the head to the feet, ‘I have no need of 
 you.’  On  the  contrary,  the  members  of  the  body  that  seem  to  be  weaker  are  indispensable,  and 
 those  members  of  the  body  that  we  think  less  honorable  we  clothe  with  greater  honor,  and  our 
 less respectable members are treated with greater respect; whereas our more respectable members do not 
 need this. But God has so arranged the body, giving the  greater honor to the inferior member, that there 
 may be no dissension within the body, but the members may have the same care for one another. If one 
 member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one member is honored, all rejoice together with it. 

 We are one body. Our decisions about precautions and vaccines are not ones that only affect us—they are 
decisions that our faith convicts us to make with the well-being of the whole body in mind. 

 As Lutherans the cornerstone of our faith is a fervent belief in God’s gracious love which has been poured 
out for us in Jesus Christ. We hold fast to the commandment to love God and love our neighbor, trusting that 
the grace we have been set free by empowers us to turn in love toward the world. We are, in Jesus’ name, 
called to be community-minded. We also hold fast to a belief that God blesses the world by giving us each 
unique strengths and talents by which to serve God and our neighbor—this is the source of our vocation. 
Martin Luther said that “the Christian shoemaker does his duty not by putting little crosses on the shoes, but 
by making good shoes.” We serve God by living out our vocations, and are blessed by God when others do 
this as well. 

 The scientists who have been working to create vaccines to help reduce the contraction, impact, and 
spread of COVID-19 are living out their God-given vocation. By this work we are blessed, not cursed. We are 
blessed  because  we  have  been  given  an  opportunity  to  participate  in  creating  a  safer  and  healthier 
environment for the sake of our neighbor. When he was surviving the plague in 16th century Germany, Martin 
Luther wrote this: 

 Therefore   I   shall   ask   God   mercifully   to   protect   us.   Then   I   shall   fumigate,   help   purify   the  
 air, administer medicine, and take it. I shall avoid places and persons where my presence is not 
 needed in order not to become contaminated and thus perchance infect and pollute others, and so cause 
 their death as a result of my negligence. If God should wish to take me, he will surely find me and I have 
 done  what  he  has  expected  of  me  and  so  I  am  not  responsible  for  either  my  own  death  or  the 
 death of others. If my neighbor needs me, however, I shall not avoid place or person but will go freely, as 
 stated above. See, this is such a God-fearing faith because it is neither brash nor foolhardy and does not 
 tempt God. 

 We are called to take and administer medicine, help purify the air, and trust the science we are blessed by. 
This is an exercise of our faith—by placing our trust in the science, we exhibit trust in God’s power. There are 
all sorts of rumors flying around about this vaccine, but dear ones, this vaccine is a gift. It is new, and of 
course makes us nervous as all new things do, but it does not contain a microchip, it is effective, it is safe, 
and  it  comes  from  the  God-given  gifts  of  scientists  we  are  called  to  trust.  Even  more  than  that,  our 
faith convicts us to receive it as it becomes available to us, as it benefits and protects our neighbor. 

(Continued on Page 4) 
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Faith United Evangelical 
Lutheran Church Council Minutes 

 Wednesday, March 3, 2021 
6:30 PM  

FUEL  Council  Members  Present:  Bruce  Carpenter, 
Terri Kilrain, Janice Daub, Deb Demler, Lori Stover, Ellen 
Houser,  Jim  Kreider,  Melissa  Voler,  Lisa  Gable,  Deb 
Anthony, Kelly Lesher and Pastor Marissa Becklin. 

Devotions:  Kelly Lesher read Proverbs 3:5-8. She spoke 
about how we need to put our trust in the Lord because 
He knows what is best for us and wants to refresh and 
relieve us.  

Pastor’s Report: 
Ash Wednesday had about 50 participants through the 
Drive-Thru. 

Peters Porch continues to do well.  
Her vacation will be April 12-20. She will make sure there 
is pastoral coverage during that time. 

Committee Highlights: 

Property   is   still   working   on   the   door   security   
with Neff’s Security 

Old Business: 
Endowment and Gift Policies - Council will vote on 
these policies at the April meeting as they were not able 
to review prior to this meeting. 
In-Person Worship is going well. People are happy to be 
back. 

New Business: 
Council will continue meeting virtually for right now. 

Meeting was adjourned at 6:51 PM following the Lord’s 
Prayer. 

Next Meeting will be Wednesday, April 7, 2021. 

Respectfully submitted by Kelly Lesher 

FUEL Council Secretary 

 

Congregation Council 
Meeting 

Wednesday,  May 7, 2021 

6:30 PM 

CONGREGATION COUNCIL 
Jim Kreider - President 

Bruce Carpenter  - Vice President 

Kelly Lesher - Secretary 

Deb Anthony  Janice Daub 

Deb Demler  Lisa Gable 

Ellen Houser Terri Kilrain  

Lori Stover  Melissa Voler

Scott Gola — Treasurer  

(Continued from Page 3) 

 Thanks be to God for blessing us with such incredible gifts. 

In peace, Pastor Marissa 

 

(joyfully and thankfully fully vaccinated) 

 

 

Denver Borough 
Upcoming Events 
Saturday, April 24, 2021 

9:00 AM 
The Shade Tree Commission will  
hold the 2021 Denver Borough 
Arbor  Day  Ceremony  on  the 
public sidewalk located at 20  
Main   Street,   Denver.   The   
Ceremony   will   include   the 

reading   of   the   Arbor   Day   Proclamation   by 
Mayor Rodney Redcay, and will be followed by 
the presentation of the Tree City USA designation 
by  a  representative  from  the  Department  of    
Conservation and Natural Resources. Following  
the ceremony, volunteers will assist the Shade 
Tree Commission with the planting of trees at  
this location and other locations on Main Street 
and North 4th Street. 

Saturday, May 1, 2021 
9:00 AM 

The 2021 Chip Leasure 5K 
Run will start at the Cocalico 
School District Complex on 
South 4th Street. The event will  
include  wave  times  to allow 
for smaller groups of runners 
to begin at different times. The proceeds from the 
race  will  be  used  as  a  Scholarship  Fund  for 
Cocalico High School Seniors pursuing a trade/
vocational career. 

Saturday, May 8, 2021 
12:00-7:00 PM 

The Denver Fire Company will 
host a Food Truck Street Fair 
on Locust Street between 
North 3rd Street and North 4th 
Street. The Fire Company will 

utilize   the   Fire   Company   parking   lot   and   
surrounding business parking lots for vehicle 
parking. 
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80+ April/May 
Birthdays 

Please  remember  our  80+ 
members with a card, visit, or 
phone call: 

Lorna Buohl - April 27 - 977 Clearview Avenue, 
Ephrata, PA 17522. 

John Matthews - April 29 - 80 East Pine 
Street, Ephrata, PA 17522. 

Lois Geist - April 29 - 119 South Second Street, 
Denver, PA 17517. 

Pauline Matthews - May 2 - 80 East Pine 
Street, Ephrata, PA 17522. 

Brian Shober - May 12 - 2548 Orange Ridge 
Road, Clearmont, FL 34715. 

April 15: Rob Macker, Jennifer 
 Martzall 

April 18: Emily Witmer 

April 20: Samuel Stewart 

April 22: Kathy Steiner 

April 28: Christopher White, Jay  
 Burkholder 

April 30: David Bradbury 

May 1: Lillian Leach 
May 2: Michael Means 

May 3: Shauna Filson 

May 4: Linda Riddell  

May 5: Abby Means Leach 

May 9: Crew Stover, Earl Hertzog 

May 10: Katie Gerhart 

Christian Symbol 

Lily: The lily that blooms around Easter is a symbol of  
Christ’s resurrection because it rises from 
a seemingly lifeless bulb decaying in the 
ground. It is also used as a symbol of 
Christ himself. The lily, a symbol of purity, 
is often used to represent the Virgin Mary. 

APRIL/MAY 

April 16: Pauline and John 
 Matthews 

April 20: Donna and Phil Deibler 

April 22: Janice and Blake Daub 

May 6: Skip and Lorna Buohl 

May 14: Chris and Jennie 
 Weinhold 

APRIL/MAY 

Communion Visits By Request 
Pastor Marissa is offering to visit those who have not 
been able to attend Church during the pandemic in 
order  to  bring  them  Holy  Communion. In  keeping  
with the Synod’s guidelines, she will wear a mask  
and remain at a distance for the visit and the sharing 
of the sacrament, and would prefer to make a visit to 
your porch or another outdoor  space, if possible.  

To schedule a visit, contact Pastor Marissa at: 
pastormbecklin@gmail.com. 

Our Church Council made the decision 
in late 2020 to install in our Sanctuary 
and Fellowship Hall the most effective 
air-cleaning  technology   available.  
This   technology   is   called   needlepoint   bipolar   
ionization,   and   was  recommended  to  us  by  our  
HVAC  specialist   and   by   other  congregations   in   
the  area. The  technology  uses  ions  (naturally-
occurring  charged  particles)  to neutralize all forms 
of air pollution, including viruses. These ions clean 
the air actively, unlike most air purification, which 
means that pathogens are neutralized quickly. You 
can   learn   more   about  how  it  works  at  the   
manufacturer’s   website.   This technology  is  paired  
with  our  other  mitigation  efforts   of   distancing   
and   proper   mask-wearing   to   create   a   safer   
environment for In-Person Worship.  

 

Sunday, 

May 9 

https://globalplasmasolutions.com/how-it-works
https://globalplasmasolutions.com/how-it-works
https://globalplasmasolutions.com/how-it-works
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The First Saturday of Each Month 
May 1, 2021 

June 5, 2021 

8:00-10:00 AM 

Drive-Thru  

Faith United Evangelical 
Lutheran Church 

357 Walnut Street, Denver, PA 17517 
Phone: 717-336-2141  

 Email: faithunited@ptd.net 

Bible Study And Prayer Group 

Thursdays At Noon; No Bible 

Study Thursday, April 18, 2021 

Join   Pastor   Marissa   and   
your   fellow   congregants  in  
learning  more  about  one   
another’s  lives  and about 
the Bible. We are currently   
reading our way through the 

Book of Acts. Join here: 
https:///us04web.zoom.us/j/411053586 

or by calling in to 1-929-205-6099 and enter 
code 411053586. 

Peter's Porch Volunteering 
As  we  continue  to  share  God's  love  by 

feeding our community through Peter's Porch,   
we are reinstating our tradition of having bag 

packing night on the last Tuesday of each 
month at 6:00 PM. 

If  you  are  interested  in  volunteering  by 

packing  bags  or  by  helping  on  the  first 
Saturday of the month when we distribute, 

please  RSVP  first  by  emailing  Pastor 
Marissa Becklin, 

 pastormbecklin@gmail.com 
as we seek to preserve the health and safety 

of the community. Thank you! 

A  Number Of Volunteers from Faith United 
have been busy making cloth face masks for the 
sake of the health and safety of our community. If  
you  would  like  one  delivered  to  your  home, 
please contact: Teri Arment, 717-885-7140, 

leenteri@ptd.net. 

Dear Faith Members, 
I Thank You for remembering 
my birthday. During these trying 
times, it made my life bright and 
more exciting. Thank You! 

Shirley Ludwig 

Thank You so much for the beautiful birthday 
cards and the wonderful phone calls. 

 Marlene Fritz 

Sally Ann Herbst wishes to Thank her Church 
Family and Friends for the many cards and 
phone calls she received in the past two (2) 
months. She is improving and has read each 
and  every  card.  She  has  returned  to  her 
personal apartment. Her address is Apartment 
618, 300 St. Mark Avenue, Lititz, PA 17543. 

The Cross 
God gave Jesus as a sacrifice, 
to give us hope, and eternal life. 
To save the souls of every one, 
God gave his only son. 

They put a crown of thorns, upon his head, 
and wounds, of spears, caused blood to shed. 
With nails they pierced his feet and hands, 
for this was part of God’s forgiving plan. 

Jesus suffered and died, for us, on Calvary’s 
 cross. 
So the souls of mankind, would not be lost. 
The pain, he endured, was for everyone. 
For he is truly, God’s immortal son. 

(R. Whitcomb) 

Thursday,  April 22, 2021 
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"Karlene Cook, Teri Arment, 
and  Pastor Marissa 
Volunteer at Peter's Porch" 

Janice Daub Worships in the 
Overflow Space on Palm 
Sunday" 

"Good Friday Community Walk" 

"Candles at the Cross on 
Good Friday" 

"Easter Tulips" 
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   The old chainsaw sputters and shudders to a stop just halfway through the log I am cutting. With a firm grip on 
the  handles  I  pull  the  blade  from  the  kurf,  set  the  saw  down,  and  prepare  to  refuel  my  favorite  old 
tool.  A  frustrating  interruption  in  my  younger  years,  having  to  gas  up  in  the  Autumn  of  my  life   provides 
a  welcomed  excuse  to  sit  on  a  log,  have  some  water,  and  take  in  the  beauty  of  the  day.  With  the 
chainsaw  silenced I  can  hear  a  multitude  of  chirps  and  calls  of  birds  impatient  for  Spring's  arrival  on 
this late Winter day. Blue sky provides a backdrop for long  v-shaped formations of snow geese flying so high 
they appear like bright strings of pearls. 
      Suddenly,  my  phone  rings  displaying  the  caller. It's  an  old  Amish  friend  I  worked  with  for  decades  in 
the  kitchen  cabinet  industry  before  I  retired.  My  friend  is  actually  Beachy  Amish,  belonging  to  a  sect  of 
Christians who split off from Old Order Amish.  This schism occurred not because of  disagreements over dogma, 
but because of the necessity for modern technology. Some Old Order Amish farmers without sons simply could 
not compete against farmers that were mechanized.  Still Amish in their beliefs, they embraced technology such 
as tractors, motor vehicles, electricity, cell phones, and even computers.  So it would be a shock to Lancaster 
County  tourists  to  know  that  I  often  rode  to  Philadelphia  in  a  work  van  driven  by  an  Amish  man.  Also 
disappointing to tourists would be that my friend's work clothes and appearance differed little from mine, except 
that  I  have  a  mustache  with  my  beard.  My  friend  characteristically  displayed  a  clean-shaven  upper  lip  
as all mature Amish men do. We both wear suspenders, but my friend does not wear a belt as I do, a remnant of 
his anti-military heritage. 
      Having driven uncountable miles to construction sites with this man, I learned that his faith is nothing short  of  
remarkable.  My  friend  is  totally  devoted  to  Christ  every  waking  hour  of  his  day.  His  trade  is  his   calling, 
and it's his way to serve God and others.  His commitment to mission work over the years is astonishing.  My  
friend  helped  set  up  dairy  farms  in  the  former  country  of  Yugoslavia  to  support  an  orphanage.  He  also  
helped  build  schools  and  medical  clinics  in  the  Dominican  Republic.  My  friend's  unbridled  religious  zeal  
paired  with  his  frequent  proselytizing;  however,  made  other  workers uncomfortable to be around him. No 
one would ride with my friend to job sites save for me. I was always eager to  ravel with him to learn about the  
Amish Church, and the particulars of their beliefs. On many occasions when we drove to work my friend played 
recordings of music from his church. Their hymns and songs were always sung a cappella. These harmonized 
voices sounded medieval and otherworldly like a glimpse of heaven. This music was so soothing that it put me to 
sleep, finding myself waking up only when my friend turned off the van back at the shop. Sometimes my friend’s 
religious ardor and my Lutheran reticence clashed. That he preferred the book of Acts and I favored Romans  
describes  our  Christian  perspectives  perfectly.  Most  times  my  friend would  articulate the tenants of his  faith  
while  I  listened  curiously,  and  patiently  but  not  without  the  urge  to  disagree.  I  always  felt  during  these 
moments like we were on the verge of a post Reformation food fight.  With baptism in particular we disagreed 
intensely. He would champion  believers  baptism  and I would rather walk home from a job in Philadelphia  then  
rescind  my  understanding  of  infant  baptism.  Fortunately  we  came  to  a  peaceful  truce,  each  of  us  still 
committed to our positions. Nonetheless, I grew fond of my friend over the years and regard him as an older 
brother that I both admire and wrestle with. 
 I   answer   the   phone,   fondly   recalling   the   complex   nature   of   our   relationship.  My   friend   in   his   
cheerful,  insistent   fashion  tells  me  that  I  am  the  best  person  to  help  him  with  a  problem.  He  needs 
directions to the Middle Creek Wildlife Management Area in Kleinfeltersville to see the snow geese. I provide him 
the information and he thanks me, and asks how I am doing these days. Without hesitation I express my joy at 
receiving  my  first  covid-19  vaccination,  not  realizing  that  I  set  him  up  to  perfectly  express  his  strong 
held  suspicions  of  science.  "People  die  from  getting  those  vaccines  you  know,"  he  quickly  retorts.  A 
tense  silence  follows  his  confident  pronouncement.  I  am  stunned  by  his  response  although  I  should  not 
have  been.  My   pulse   quickens.  I   rise   to   my   feet   and   my   face   and   neck   start   to   get   warm.  
How can he believe something that is so factually incorrect and just patently false. I am about to give him a piece 
of my mind and set him straight.  
       As if compelled by some unseen force I check my anger, take a deep breath, and sit down. Then I calmly 
respond to my friend with a question. "Have you actually heard of people dying from this vaccine?... because I 
have not."  We both become silent. Suddenly feelings of pity and concern for my older friend and his wife wash 
over me. I grow sadder when he breaks the silence by adding, "God will protect us without the vaccine," in a 
voice full of confidence, faith, and commitment. It crosses my mind to counter his words with a quote from Saint 
Augustine: without God we cannot, without us God will not. But, I do not. Neither my friend nor I have the ability 
to know the mind of God. Nor is it my place to say that his hope in God protecting him without getting vaccinated  
is in vain. All I know is that as a Christian who happens to be Lutheran, and who believes science is a gift from 
God, I see my vaccination as an answer to a prayer. I cannot help but see the hand of God in that shot. 
      I  relax  and  turn  the  topic  of  our  conversation  back  to  snow  geese  and  fill  my  friend  in  with  more 
particulars about where to observe them. I wish him well, tell him I pray he stays safe, and hope that he and his 
wife see lots of geese. I hang up and sit there for a while with my feet in the snow as I stare up at the clear blue 
sky. Then I look to my left to see another v-shaped formation of snow geese flying toward the preserve. I hope 
my friend gets to see them. 
 Thanks be to God!                                                                                                                                Jim Redcay 
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APRIL WORSHIP 
Third Sunday Of Easter 

Sunday, April 18, 2021 

Acts 3:12-19; Psalm 4:1-8; 1 John 3:1-7; Luke 24:36b-48.  
The gospel for the third Sunday of Easter is always one in 
which the risen Christ shares food with the disciples, 
meals that are the Easter template for the meal we share 
each Sunday. In today’s gospel, Jesus both shares the 
disciples’  food  and  shows  them  the  meaning  of  his 
suffering, death, and resurrection through the scriptures, 
the two main elements of our Sunday worship. 

Fourth Sunday Of Easter 

Sunday, April 25, 2021 

Acts 4:5-12; Psalm 23:1-6; 1 John 3:16-24; John 10:11-
18. The image of the good shepherd shows us how the 
risen Christ brings us to life. It is the relationship between 
the shepherd and the sheep, one of mutual knowledge 
and  love,  that  gives  the  shepherd  authority.  The 
shepherd’s willingness to lay down his life for the sheep 
shows his love. First John illustrates what it means to lay 
down our lives for one another by the example of sharing 
our wealth with any sibling in need. 

Fifth Sunday Of Easter 

Sunday, May 2, 2021 

Acts 8:26-40; Psalm 22:25-31; 1 John 4:7-21; John 15:1-
8. This Sunday’s image of how the risen Christ shares his 
life with us is the image of the vine. Christ the vine and we 
the branches are alive in each other, in the mystery of 
mutual abiding described in the gospel and the first letter 
of John. Baptism makes us a part of Christ’s living and life
-giving self and makes us alive with Christ’s life. As the 
vine brings food to the branches, Christ feeds us at his 
table. We are sent out to bear fruit for the life of the world. 

Sixth Sunday Of Easter 
Sunday, May 9, 2021  

Acts 10:44-48; Psalm 98:1-9; 1 John 5:1-6; John 15:9-17. 
This Sunday’s image of the life the risen Christ shares 
with us is the image of friendship. We are called to serve 
others as Jesus came to serve; but for John’s gospel, the 
image of servanthood is too hierarchical, too distant, to 
capture  the  essence  of  life  with  Christ. Friendship 
captures  the  love,  the  joy,  the  deep  mutuality  of  the 
relationship  into  which  Christ  invites  us. The  Greeks 
believed that true friends are willing to die for each other. 
This   is   the   mutual   love   of   Christian   community  
commanded by Christ and enabled by the Spirit. 

MAY WORSHIP 

 

 

Wednesday, 

April 21, 2021 

Thursday, May 6, 2021 
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Interested In Becoming A  
Part Of Our Community? 

 Have you been attending worship with us 
online, and are looking for more information 
about joining our community in an official way? 
Membership is a mutual commitment between 
you and our congregation to love and support  
one  another  on  our  faith  journey.  If  this  
interests you, please email Pastor Marissa at 

 pastormbecklin@gmail.com.  

In Our Prayers 
We ask you to daily pray for the following people 
and those in your life you know that are in need:  

For Comfort From The Holy Spirit:  
Dorothy Schmeck Family     Clyde Brubaker Family  

For Healing:  
Kelly Lesher   Mae Raudenbush  Sally Herbst 
Caryll Lausch   Michael Konopka   Vernon Boose   
Sue Henkel   Rob Macker   Jeri Yost 
Rita Dienst    Louise Meiskey   Chad Ochs 
Helen Johnson   Millie Moyer   Lamar Fry 
Betty Hetherington  Nolan Leid    Angie Carpenter 
Tracy Augustine   Ashton Ochs   Carol Weidman 
 

       You’re also invited to call and/or send cards.          

Continuing Concerns 
Shirley Achey, Christa Rutt, Jean  Lorah,  David  Eberly,  Pat  Stansbery,  Ginny  and  Jim  Stoltz,  Scott  
Witmer,  Lillian  Troutman,  Ron  Orth,  Helen  Kuehne,  Pat  and  Carl  Adair,  Betty  Ramsey,  Ron  Ayers,  
Audrey  Grill,  Stan  Henderson,  Bruce  Haws,  Harriet  Garber,  Hudson   Sollenberger,  Jeri  Lynn  Pickel,  
Dominic  Schoolcraft,  Terry   Blair,  Victor  Rodriguez,  Roseann  Wiest,  Pat  Brendle,  Day  Fasnacht,  
Larry   Donmoyer,   Stephanie   Kurtz,   Arlene   Monyer,   Dorothy   Hoyer,   Susan   Means,   Lorna  
Buohl,  Arlene  Slabach,  Maureen  Latanishen, Nick  Sansone,  Bill  Murphy, Ethel  Farrow,  Peggy  and 
Jack  Dewald,  Ronald  Worline,  Leah  Witmer,  Peter  Heisey,  Kimberley  Fick,  Paul  Kostyak,  Pastor  
Dennis  Trout,  Ethel Newman, Pastor Sharon Blezzard, Cathy Hornberger, Florence Rutt, Helen  Shirk,  
John  Oleszczuk,  Shirley  Shaeffer,  William   Kralik,  Todd  Tussinger,  Philip  Main,  Dean  Camp,  Jack  
Bucher,  Lily  Lutz,  Alec   Martel,  Jean   (Schaeffer)  Mull,  Viola  White,  John  and  Pauline  Matthews,  
Jed  Weidner,  Melvin  Schmeck,  Matt  Donley,  Bob  Witmer,  Christian  Martin,  Susan  Hartman,  Men  
and  Women Serving in our Armed Forces.  

2021 Altar Flower/Bulletin  
Sponsor Sign-Up 

The Altar Flower Chart for 2021 is in the 
Church Office. Sponsors for Altar Flowers 
may use the standing order the congrega-
tion has with Roxanne’s or you may use  

the  florist  of  your  choice.  Cost is $30.00 per 
Sunday. Open Dates: May 2, 9, 23, 
30. 

The Bulletin Sponsor Chart for 2021 is 
also in the Church Office. Cost is 
$25.00 per Sunday. Open Dates: 
April 18, 25; May 2, 9, 23, 30. 

To sign up please click here:  

https://signup.zone/o8DXjLSdanMpgCct5 OR 

please call Shirley Sweigart, 717-538-

1946  to  get  your  name  on  the  Altar 

Flower and Bulletin Charts. 

 

 

mailto:pastormbecklin@gmail.com
https://signup.zone/o8DXjLSdanMpgCct5
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Committee Contacts 
Interested in getting more involved? Contact   
the  following people: 

Care of Members: Lori Stover                       

Finance: Scott Gola 

Christian Education: Brian Strohl         

Information Technology (IT): Deb Demler 

Staff Support: Brad Fichthorn           

Property: Jim Kreider 

Worship and Music: Bruce Carpenter 

Peter’s Porch Feeding Ministry: Terry 
 Burkholder 

Family Ministry and Fellowship: Terri 
 Kilrain 

Social Ministry: Dawn Frees 

Vacation Bible School: Ellen Houser 

Spring 
The winter season is now over, 

no more thoughts of cold and snowy days. 

But joyous memories may still linger, 

of the year, that has passed away. 

Spring is now upon us, 

we see it everywhere. 

Trees and flowers, bring forth their buds, 

and birds fill the balmy air. 

Wild animals reappearing. 

Awaken from their winters slumber. 

Insects, worms and honey bees, 

more than we can begin to number. 

Spring is a new beginning, 

at long last, creation is alive. 

The hopes and dreams within our hearts, 

again begin to thrive. 

Another year is over. 

We leave the old, embrace the new. 

We pray for health and happiness,  

and may God’s love, forever, be with you. 
(R. Whitcomb) 

Confirmation 
Confirmation   for   seventh   and   eighth   graders 
continues online from 12:00-1:00 PM and meets on 
the  second and fourth Sunday of the month. To join 
our Zoom call, click the following link: 

 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81817425751 

NO Confirmation Sunday, April 11, 2021 

Events 

 
 
 

Sunday, April 11, 2021 
2:00-4:30 PM 

Camps Kirchenwald & Nawakwa 
Take a tour of camp with members of our summer 

staff and see what camp is all about.   
 
 
 
 

Saturday, April 24, 2021 

9:00 AM - 5:00 PM 
Camps Kirchenwald & Nawakwa 

Help us get our sites ready for the summer season. 
Jobs available for all skill levels. Complimentary lunch 

for all volunteers.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, April 25, 2021 
Camp Kirchenwald - 2:00-6:00 PM 
Enjoy an afternoon of environmental activities, 

games, and crafts at one of your favorites places 
within God’s creation: CAMP! An evening meal is 

included in the $10 fee. All ages welcome.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, May 15, 2021 
The Wittel Farm - 8:30 AM - 12:00 PM 

Volunteers are needed throughout the spring planting 
season, the summer, and into the harvest season!  

For More Information: 
PO Box 459, Arendtsville, PA 17303 

Phone: 717-677-8211 
www.lutherancamping.org 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81817425751
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Hospice & Community Care and the Pathways 
Center for Grief & Loss are offering the 

following programs.   
As we are taking all necessary precautions for 
the  health  and  safety  of  our  patients and 

families, staff, volunteers and visitors 
related to the Coronavirus outbreak, our 

support group will be held via Zoom. Call the 
Pathways Center at (717) 391-2413 or (800) 924-7610 to receive Zoom credentials. 

ADULT DROP-IN GROUPS 

These free meetings include a presentation and an informal time to talk with others. Call the Pathways Center at (717) 
391-2413 or (800) 924-7610 to register. 

Coping  With  The  Loss  Of  A  Spouse  Or  Companion:   Tuesdays,  April 20, 27,  2:00–3:30 PM.   

GRASP  (Grief  Recovery  After  A  Substance  Passing): Tuesday,  April 13, 6:30–8:00 PM.  This monthly 
group provides sources of help, compassion, and understanding for families or individuals who have had a loved  one  
die as a result of substance abuse or addiction. Pre-registration for new attendees is required. For more information 
about location or Zoom details, or to register, contact Marjorie Paradise at mparadise810@comcast.net or (717) 951-
2720.  

Newly Bereaved (Three Week Series): Tuesdays, April 13, 20, 27,  6:30-8:00 PM; Wednesdays, May 12, 19, 
26, 2:00–3:30 PM.  If  a  loss  was  recent,  this series provides  an  overview  of  common  grief  responses  and  will  
help   attendees   to   begin   to   identify   coping   tools.  Space  is  limited  and  registration  is  required.  Call  the  
Pathways Center at (717) 391-2413 or (800) 924-7610 at least one week prior to the start of the group to discuss with a 
bereavement counselor. 

Growing Through Grief (Six Week Series): Wednesdays, April 21-May 26, 6:00-8:00 PM. This support series, 
held virtually via Zoom, is for adults (age 18 or older) who are grieving a death that occurred at least nine months ago. 
The group provides a safe place to explore how you have been impacted by your loss, who you are apart from your 
loved one, and how you continue to reorganize your life. Space is limited; registration is required. Interested individuals 
will first meet virtually with a bereavement counselor, (717) 391-2413 or (800) 924-7610 to determine if the group will 
meet your needs. Call to schedule an appointment. Registration Deadline: April 14. 

Service Of Remembrance: Online March 1-April 30. Hospice & Community Care invites you, your family and 
friends to watch a special virtual Service of Remembrance in memory of loved ones who died in 2019 and 2020. Two 
services  will  be  available  for  you  to  view  at  your  convenience—an  interfaith  service  and  a  secular  service.  For 
more information, visit www.HospiceCommunity.org/SOR.  

We Are Here For You: Many  bereaved  individuals  know  they  “need  something”  but  are  uncertain  what  that  
is. Perhaps you have experienced several losses in a short period of time. Or, after the initial busy time of settling affairs 
ends  a  fresh  wave  of  grief  hits.  Grief  and  loss  are  unpredictable  so  we  encourage  you  to  contact  a  Pathways 
grief counselor whenever needed, Monday – Friday, 8:00 AM–5:00 PM, (717) 391-2413 or (800) 924-7610 to discuss 
support options. Pathways services are available regardless of the cause of death or whether Hospice was involved. 
After our grief counselors talk with someone on the phone or see them in a support group for the first time, they often 
say they wish they had reached out to us sooner. Support groups or individual consultation, regardless of whether by 
Zoom or face-to-face, provide a safe place to express emotions you may not have felt comfortable sharing with family or 
friends. Most people say they are glad they called because it helped them realize that they feel less alone.  

Remembering Our Mothers (An Interactive Virtual Event): Saturday, May 8, 9:30-11:00 AM. This annual 
Mother’s Day commemorative event provides women whose mothers have died the opportunity to remember, honor and 
celebrate their mothers’ lives. Join us virtually through Zoom to hear Debbie Miley, Hospice & Community Care chaplain 
and ordained pastor in the United Church of Christ, present “Still My Mother.” There will be opportunities for discussion 
with other participants. Space is limited; registration required. Call the Pathways Center, (717) 391-2413 or (800) 924-
7610  to speak with a bereavement counselor who will provide the log-in information. Registration Deadline: April 30. 

Social Dine-Out Options: Due to the Coronavirus outbreak, we have canceled all social dine-out options scheduled 
for the immediate future.  

Call the Pathways Center at (717) 391-2413 or (800) 924-7610 to request the log-in address or phone number to 
participate  in  a  Zoom  group  or  to  schedule  a  private  Zoom  meeting  with  a  Pathways  counselor.  Visit 
our website at www.PathwaysThroughGrief.org for updated information about support groups. 
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We  are  happy  to  welcome  our  patrons  back  to  the 
Library for browsing by appointment! 

Browsing hours are Monday 2:00-7:00 PM, Wednesday 
12:00-4:00 PM, and Friday 12:00-4:00 PM. 

You MUST schedule an appointment to be able to 
come into the Library. Contact-free pickup will still be 
available for our patrons who prefer to checkout that 
way. 

Appointments  can  be  reserved  one  (1)  week  in  
advance. Schedule your appointment here: https://
adamstownarealibrary.org/browsing-appointments/  

The   Library   will   also   offer   public   computer     
appointments on Thursday afternoons from 12:00-6:45   
PM. You may schedule a 45 minute appointment for  
one (1) person to use a Library computer inside the 
building. Library staff observe all safety precautions and 
computers are cleaned after each use. We ask that you 
consider  utilizing  computer  access  at  this  time  for 
priority  needs,  such   as:   job   search,   filing   for  
unemployment benefits, maintaining email contact with 
friends and family, business needs, etc. Schedule your 
appointment here: 

https://aalcomputer.youcanbook.me  

A Friendly Reminder For Your Safety And 
Ours:  

Even if you have received the COVID-19 vaccine, 
please be aware that others may not have. The Library 
is  committed  to  keeping  everyone  safe.  For  that  
reason,  all  of  our  current  safety  protocols, including 
mask wearing and social distancing, will remain in 
place.  

Do You Have Books To Donate? 
The   Friends   group   will  now   be   accepting   book 
donations at the old Library on Tuesdays! Bring your 
books  to  donate  to  3000  North  Reading  Road  on 
Tuesdays from 10:00-11:00 AM and from 4:00-5:00 PM. 
Please do not leave any books outside the building. 

Thank you for supporting the Library!  

Virtual Programs @adamstownarealibrary  

On-Demand Programs, Posted On Facebook: 
No Stress With Miss Jess - Tuesdays at 10:00 AM  

Where   In   Your   Community   Is   Miss   Jess? 
Wednesdays at 6:00 PM  

Take And Make With Miss Jess - Thursdays at 10:00 
AM  

Friday Frolic With Hank: Book Reviews - Fridays at 1:00 
PM  

American Girl Doll Craft - 2
nd

 Friday of each month at 
1:30 PM  

Jigsaw Challenge - Saturdays at 12:00 PM  

On Zoom: 

Genealogy Group And Watch Party - Tuesday, April 13 
at 7:00 PM on Zoom 

Almost Perfect Crimes - Tuesday, April 20 at 6:30 PM 
on Zoom 

Treasure Island Virtual Escape Room - Tuesday, April 
27 at 6:30 PM on Zoom  

Library Services Information: 
Due  to  coronavirus,  Adamstown  Area  Library  is 
currently offering browsing by appointment and  
contact-free  vestibule  pickup.  You  may request  
items  online,  by  calling  the  Circulation Department at 
(717) 484-4200, by completing the online Adult or Youth 
Book    Match    form,    or    by    emailing    us    at   
info@adamstown.lib.pa.us. Make sure to include your 
name, phone number, and Library card number. 

When your items are ready, let us know what day you 
plan to pick them up. We'll make sure your items are 
available for pickup in the vestibule on the day you 
choose. 

The  Library  is  located  at  110  West  Main  Street  in 
Adamstown, next to the Adamstown Post Office. 
Curbside pickup hours are: 9:30 AM - 8:00 PM Monday, 
Wednesday and Thursday; 9:30 AM - 5:00 PM Friday; 
9:30 AM - 2:00 PM Saturday. 
The Library will be closed on Tuesdays. 

Please   continue   to   use   the   book   drop   for   all 
returns. The book drop is open 24 hours a day. All 
items will be quarantined for one week and will still 
show as checked out on your account for a full week 
after you return them. You will not accrue fines while 
items are quarantined. Do not renew any items you've 
returned to the Library. Renewing your returned items 
may incorrectly place a fine on your account. 

Call   us   during   Library   hours   if   you   have   any 
questions or need assistance.   

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001S1l-YDsbPONkDDshPyDQgrmYPwb9IY97-tFkHVWMBsDdJYSLpVsEA8fqvZskbwDUR1-fYLkcX-7cnVJVLX3DCuHFwiMkOU5_n1WhJ8L1i79HON_PqywJw_iiYCFfTpF-HVFtU3vzN2lcvhVmfbl79yYA3Bg0Ebjwxt5qKIxoVYpKHkJkbr-o6qIHrVWZSo_X&c=gbIbt7DaSWH73e7sgD7IwdmXCFNpw6JFQ
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001S1l-YDsbPONkDDshPyDQgrmYPwb9IY97-tFkHVWMBsDdJYSLpVsEA8fqvZskbwDUR1-fYLkcX-7cnVJVLX3DCuHFwiMkOU5_n1WhJ8L1i79HON_PqywJw_iiYCFfTpF-HVFtU3vzN2lcvhVmfbl79yYA3Bg0Ebjwxt5qKIxoVYpKHkJkbr-o6qIHrVWZSo_X&c=gbIbt7DaSWH73e7sgD7IwdmXCFNpw6JFQ
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001S1l-YDsbPONkDDshPyDQgrmYPwb9IY97-tFkHVWMBsDdJYSLpVsEAyCQtL5CwkKAfX3x-XbhTOpONPsLvn5H8tDu_1RZBv2vBa4YShlhXKux8j2vYHye5RV_FHR-99aeDsKA-Cu8J2LjNlpnzAla8NdWFMUmN5Qq&c=gbIbt7DaSWH73e7sgD7IwdmXCFNpw6JFQ4VrbcbD55-ttGU1Y4A8_w==&ch=BgbDh
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001S1l-YDsbPONkDDshPyDQgrmYPwb9IY97-tFkHVWMBsDdJYSLpVsEA41kN96EDB-9AlonxwDm6Q5HebvPAdYhv0PlUcBgBUPcydHrsAa2Db8E-qVUFJO8j5e4cp33qyCnEHsRaqwBK8Exw8mjdFDeyss8CH9kqbOdCV3AT10yvU8=&c=gbIbt7DaSWH73e7sgD7IwdmXCFNpw6JFQ4VrbcbD55-ttGU1Y4A8_
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001S1l-YDsbPONkDDshPyDQgrmYPwb9IY97-tFkHVWMBsDdJYSLpVsEAwqxUManAi4tGILIHZ74wjZ59SlMGvpNH6RIDTI5wmnlW3QoRMC8iIsVtQLmUCTg1CW4GVwSCsOsERRIkshjYeLB9vhjWd-LEyMjUKmf4QCm0XOF_Kql39I=&c=gbIbt7DaSWH73e7sgD7IwdmXCFNpw6JFQ4VrbcbD55-ttGU1Y4A8_
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001S1l-YDsbPONkDDshPyDQgrmYPwb9IY97-tFkHVWMBsDdJYSLpVsEAyCQtL5CwkKAwOFWDLRqUL9mnuJX8o_3iydpeN_wuVrnTo3kXYTcvpnYmmaptGp3F6a2jVvSaS3NUnkIqQUqfYpmdSoFeRQsnmbmXNd-5LXxJv83qrNsXQ4=&c=gbIbt7DaSWH73e7sgD7IwdmXCFNpw6JFQ4VrbcbD55-ttGU1Y4A8_
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001S1l-YDsbPONkDDshPyDQgrmYPwb9IY97-tFkHVWMBsDdJYSLpVsEAyCQtL5CwkKAnMuKOeWvH9V1oybC7Qyae6YL4f3x5rOngedfOTyNTIwPASjIv-YVVASm1kAa9zVMJlXyLP883hndP7t97t2BRdAHUtxX6Gh906ZFk-QyGus=&c=gbIbt7DaSWH73e7sgD7IwdmXCFNpw6JFQ4VrbcbD55-ttGU1Y4A8_
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001S1l-YDsbPONkDDshPyDQgrmYPwb9IY97-tFkHVWMBsDdJYSLpVsEAw2GD1CbQi9zzbuSJnHQtkq7ICpPkBUrPoTBfauNZrFtl4Xth_XQtBBRjDBsxCp4Oi0sSPsNjVLqBCTMWuMbn5ZYljkRBZk0QS_G4Z_UWHgI&c=gbIbt7DaSWH73e7sgD7IwdmXCFNpw6JFQ4VrbcbD55-ttGU1Y4A8_w==&ch=BgbDh
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001S1l-YDsbPONkDDshPyDQgrmYPwb9IY97-tFkHVWMBsDdJYSLpVsEA5y3NkASaH3BCU-8Ac8Wn7Byqf8E6UpmkFvRPp5S_BMHcLkC-b_05RgB6PgltMswLWvr0lZQnZNFWlgijUQ_P21l6l1u4mTzXq1F0Mj0KGbg1n87XNfvntdNK5_DN-IOqR58vIL3exfKeajlS_m2uXzf3X1I7LizFPW294M_MyQcoPIT
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001S1l-YDsbPONkDDshPyDQgrmYPwb9IY97-tFkHVWMBsDdJYSLpVsEA5y3NkASaH3BrAVSQSVC3cWhtLnI0BZnLPZkRRe0gsl3393ovcawBxVDau1l2MGpnTiU2sCzvLdIDO2r3x5RIOLFFY-ODQcRu_Aebya9etY4wVO5WPWiLuz5jRLd9nJB-rWR93xgfr3x1PCHZR4m9Yubdvvp648SfNr8hqr6PeudDe6Y
mailto:info@adamstown.lib.pa.us
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COMMUNITY EVENTS 

Camp Brochures/
Registration Forms 
Are On The Table 
With The Bulletins. 
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