
   

 

February 2021 Newsletter 

"Return  to  the  LORD,  your  God,  for  he  is  gracious  and  merciful,  slow  to  anger,  and  abounding 
in steadfast love, and relents from punishing."                                                                            (Joel 2:13b) 

357 Walnut Street, PO Box 157 
Denver, Pennsylvania 17517-0157 
Church Telephone - 717-336-2141  

Fax - 717-336-6475 
Email - faithunited@ptd.net 

Website - www.faithunited-elca.org 
CHECK US OUT ON FACEBOOK AND INSTAGRAM: 

Deadline For 

March, 2021 Newsletter 

Sunday, February 14, 2021 

Updates Regarding 

Worship 
The   Church   Council   continues   
to   be   committed  to  faithful  and  
careful  discernment regarding our 
congregation’s   response   to   the   

COVID-19 pandemic. We invite you to pray for 
them as they engage in this work on behalf of God 
and our community. Please continue to check   
your   email   and   mail   regularly   for   updated 
information about our worship life as we move 
through this pandemic together.  

Church  Office  Hours 
 The Church  Office  is  currently  closed.  To 
submit  information  for  the  bulletin  or news-
letter, please email Shirley Sweigart at:  

grammyss@ptd.net, or call 717-538-1946. 

Lenten Midweek Services 
Join  us  this  year  as  together  we  enter  the  Lenten 
Season ONLINE ONLY with Weekly Wednesday Night 
Services at 7:00 PM from different Lutheran churches in 
the North Lancaster area. Our theme this year is 
"Created For Community," and we will be reflecting on 
the different kinds of community that our Christian faith  
calls us into as Lent continues.  

You can find these Services in the same place that 
you find online Sunday worship.  

Lenten Devotional 
Join   Faith   United   in   a   congregation-wide   daily 
spiritual practice this Lent: reflective time with the 
Psalms. 

Pastor Marissa has written a daily devotional for our 
whole congregation (and beyond—we hope you’ll  
share it with others in your life!) for this Sacred Season. 
As we approach Ash Wednesday you will be able to  
find  it  on  our  website  for  download,  or  you’ll  be 
able to contact our office to request a physical copy. 
Each day you will be directed to a specific Psalm, and 
be offered two reflection questions. We pray that this 
daily time spent in God’s word will ground you in love 
and mercy as we walk through the valley of the shadow 
of death, led by our divine shepherd. 

Pastor Marissa Becklin 
Cell: 717-203-6013 

pastormbecklin@gmail.com 

Ash Wednesday Worship And 
Imposition Of Ashes: February 17 

As we begin our 2021 Lenten Journey together, 
our Ash Wednesday Worship Service will be 
entirely  online.  Join  us  for  a  live-streamed 
Worship Service on YouTube at 2:00 PM (or any 
time later that evening—video remains available to 
watch later). Those who receive mailed copies of 
the bulletin will receive the order of worship in the 
prior week's mailing. 

Drive-Thru Imposition Of Ashes 

 3:00-4:00 PM, 6:00-7:00 PM 
To receive the Imposition Of Ashes 
from  Pastor  Marissa  (contact-free 
using  single-use  Q-tips)  and  a 

blessing, please attend one of the two drive-thru 
opportunities.  



 2  

 

 

WANTED 
Recipes,  inspirational   articles,  poetry,  gardening  tips, household tips, etc. to be used in 

Monthly Newsletters. 

Please email your recipes, articles, tips to Shirley Sweigart: grammyss46@gmail.com. 
Thank You for sharing your useful items with your Church Family. 

The Upper Room Daily Devotional 
January - February, 2021 

Christ In Our Home Daily Devotional 
January, February, March, 2021 

Also, A Large Print Version Is Now Available 

Please call Shirley Sweigart, 717-538-1946 to set 
up an appointment to pick one up. 

Staff 

Pastor — Pastor Marissa Becklin 

Organists — Caryll Lausch                              

                     Cynthia Kauffman 

                         Grady Daub 

Choir Director — Matthew Donley 

Office Administrator and 

 Newsletter Editor — Shirley Sweigart 

Custodian — Elizabeth Roman-Reich 

Photo Use Practice 
In attending church events, photos may be taken to help keep 

shut-ins and friends of the church aware of the life 
and activities of Faith United. If you do not wish to 
be photographed, please let us know so we may 
honor your wishes. As a practice, we consider the 
privacy   appropriate   to   people   with   special 
circumstances,  but  may  not  know  of  all  sensitive 
situations. Your help is required or we anticipate 

permission is given. 

Church Office Requests 
Please call the Church Office at 717-336-2141 when: 

 You  are  in  the  hospital  or  prior  to  going  
to  the  hospital (or  have  a  relative  call  for  
you).  In order for the pastor to visit, someone 
needs to inform the Church.  

 You   are   confined   to   your   home   for   an 
extended period of time because of illness or 
accident; 

 You are going to a rehab center or a nursing 
home; 

 There is a change in your family status (birth, 
death, marriage, or divorce); 

 You  move  to  a  new  home,  move  out  of 
the area, or go away to college or graduate 
school; 

 You schedule a meeting or an event of a 
group or committee. In an effort to be open 
and communicative  with  everyone,  we  would   
like  to   include   all   scheduling   on   the   
Church Calendar and in the Weekly Bulletin. 

Offering Envelopes 
Your 2021 Offering Envelopes are available 

for pick up. Please  call  Shirley 
Sweigart, 717-538-1946 to set up  
an appointment to pick them up. 

 A good alternative is “Simply Giving”  
which automatically remits your offering to the  
Church. 

Stewardship 
Even as we meet electronically for worship, the 
work of the church continues and intensifies. 
Please  continue  your  giving  by  one  of  the 
following ways: 

1) Mail your offering envelope to the Church    
Office; they will be collected regularly.  

2) Set  up “Simply   Giving”  which  automatically  
remits your offering to the Church. Contact  
Shirley Sweigart, 717-538-1946 for more details. 

3) Give online using checking/savings account 
or credit/debit card by going to our website 
(faithunited-elca.org) and clicking on the “Give” 
tab at the top. 

Thank you for your continued stewardship of 
God’s gifts! 

Please continue to provide the Church 

Office with your email addresses  

(changes   also)   to   be   used   for   

Newsletters, Schedules, etc.  

Email your changes to: 

faithunited@ptd.net.  Thank You! 
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 A Sacred Season 

With the arrival of February comes the arrival of a new season in our life together as people of God: 

the Season of Lent. Whether this is your fifteenth or fiftieth journey through this season, I am struck 

each year by the new things that God is prepared to reveal to me with the arrival of Lent. As we 

come closer to  Ash  Wednesday,  I  invite  you  to  wonder  the  same:  what  new  things  about  

myself, my faith, and my relationship with God and others is the divine ready to reveal to me this 

year? How will I make space in my life to pay attention to God’s voice this season? 

History Of Lent 

 The Season of Lent is an ancient one that has its origins in Egypt, where those of the Christian 

tradition  (around  the  beginning  of  the  fourth  century)  began  to  practice  a  forty-day  physical, 

emotional,  and  spiritual  fast  that  imitated  Jesus’  forty-day  fast  in  the  wilderness  immediately  

after his baptism. The Christian church in Egypt celebrated Jesus’ baptism on January 6, and thus 

Lent immediately followed that date. As this fasting period continued to develop within the church, 

this time began to be designated for the instruction of new converts to Christianity who would then 

be baptized at the end of the forty days (this group of new initiates was called the catechumenate). 

Following the lead of the Christian church in Egypt, other Christian churches began to adopt the 

concept  of  this  fasting  period  placing  it  immediately  prior  to  Easter  instead  of  immediately 

after January 6. This was because the churches in Rome and North Africa were already doing some 

kind of preparation and instruction time before the baptism of new converts at Easter, therefore this 

new length of fasting time fit well into the church’s annual rhythm. 

 A major theme of the liturgical season of Lent is reconciliation. In the following weeks during 

Sunday Morning Worship you will hear readings from the Bible that discuss Jesus’ relationship with 

those he meets, with his disciples, and with God the Creator. As we journey through this Season of 

Lent today, we are invited to reflect on how God calls us to be in relationship with both God and one 

another (and the ways that we have failed to live into this calling). Another purpose of the Season of 

Lent in the early church, in fact, was as a penitential time—this forty-day time period was a time for 

reflection and repentance for those who had been isolated from the community (and it led directly to 

their  reintegration  into  that  same  community).  One  early  church  leader,  Cyril  of  Jerusalem, 

described the Season of Lent as a “period of grace”: “You have a long period of grace, forty days for 

repentance. You have plenty of time to discard and wash thoroughly your soul’s apparel, and so to 

clothe yourself and come back.” The Season of Lent is a perfect time to reflect on the brokenness of 

the world and all of the ways in which we feel separated from God and one another. We can do this 

safely during this forty-day period because we know that God has already defeated death, has 

promised to be present with us, and empowers us as community to be a living sign of God’s love, 

mercy,  and  forgiveness.  Today,  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in  America  observes  Lent 

as a forty-day period that begins with Ash Wednesday and ends with the proclamation of Christ’s 

resurrection at the Easter Sunday Service. These forty days do not include the Sundays throughout 

the season, because in the early church Sunday was not a day for fasting—rather, it was a day to 

come  together,  share  the  meal  of  the  Eucharist,  and  celebrate  Christ’s  presence  among  the 

community. The church marks the penitential and reflective nature of this liturgical season with the 

color purple. 

(Continued On Page 4) 
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Faith United Evangelical 
Lutheran Church Council Minutes 

 Wednesday, January 6, 2021 
6:30 PM  

FUEL  Council  Members  Present:  Tim  Hegeman,  
Bruce Carpenter,  Terri  Kilrain,  Janice  Daub,  Deb  Demler,  
Lori Stover, Ellen Houser, Jim Kreider, Melissa Voler, Lisa 
Gable, Deb Anthony, Kelly Lesher and Pastor Marissa Beck-
lin. 

Devotions: Pastor Marissa read from her Common Pray-
er Book, Matthew 2:1-2: the story of the wise men and their 
arrival to the manger. She spoke of how Epiphany means to 
make manifest and ended with a prayer. 

Election Of 2021 Officers: Tim Hegeman, 2020 president, 
started the meeting with Election of the 2021 Officers—Jim 
Kreider, President; Bruce Carpenter, Vice President; Kelly 
Lesher, Secretary; Scott Gola, Treasurer. Nominations were 
approved by Council followed by Thanks to Tim Hegeman 
for his services on Council and as President. 

Treasurer’s Report: Scott  Gola  will  be  present  at  the 
February meeting with a full 2020 Report and Endowment 
Update. He will also have a written Gift Policy for Council to 
approve before it is put in place. 

Pastor’s Report: The  Christmas  Eve  Service  that  was 
postponed due to rain had approximately 30 attendees with 
five (5) return visitors. 

December 2020 was a blessed month with the  addition  of  
three (3) new members. 

The  Boy  Scouts donated a ton of food for Peter’s Porch. 

With the never knowing changes and challenges going on in 
the  world and  community,  Pastor  prays  for  continued 
faithfulness. Faithfulness with each other and with the 
Church. 

Keeping in her Prayers: Joyce Fischer with the loss of Bob; 
Ellen  Houser  with  the  loss  of  Bill;  John  and  Pauline 
Matthews after Pauline was hospitalized; our New Members,  

(Continued From Page 3) 

Journey Through Lent With Faith United 
 Lent is a gift to us, because it offers an intentional season when we are invited to tell the truth 
about the brokenness of ourselves and the world and place our trust in God’s ability and desire to 

walk with us through the valley of the shadow of death. Lent removes the pressure to pretend that 
we are okay, instead inviting us to the sacred space of  sitting  in  God’s  presence  just  as  we  are.  

Lent  is  a  season  that  we encounter  day  by  day,  patiently—it  is  a  season  that  our  hearts  

need, especially now. As we approach the onset of this Sacred Season, I invite you to engage in a 
congregation-wide daily spiritual practice: reflective time with the Psalms. 

 I have written a daily devotional for our whole congregation (and beyond—I hope you’ll share it  
with  others  in  your  life!)  for  this  Sacred  Season.  As  we  approach  Ash 

Wednesday you will be able to find it on our website for download, or you’ll be able 
to contact our office to request a physical copy. Each day you will be directed to a 

specific Psalm, and be offered two reflection questions. I pray that this daily time 
spent  in  God’s  word  will  ground  you  in  love  and  mercy  as  we  walk  

through the valley of the shadow of death, led by our divine shepherd. 
In Peace, Pastor Marissa 

Cindy Kauffman, Chris and Rich Billings. 

There continues to be about 25-30 each week for the 
Drive-Thru Communion. 

Committee Highlights: 

Old Business: All  livestream  issues  have  been 
resolved at this point. Software can be a little touchy, 
but troubleshooting is easier. There are occasional 

focus problems with the camera. Deb Demler will 
check the placement of the microphone by the organ 
as hearing the organ can be tough. 

New Business: Services moving forward: We will 
continue to follow the orders from the Governor. It is 
ok for gathering by only at a 10% capacity; 10% = 25 
people.  Other  churches  in  our  area  are   still   

worshiping  online  until  things  are  better. Several 
ideas were presented as possible options for when 
we do return to In-Person Worship: Two (2) Services, 
although this can be tough on the organist; have 
overflow area downstairs if sanctuary capacity is met. 
The Bishop still recommends worship via online 
through the end of January at this time. This will be 
reviewed  by  the  Bishop  later  in  January  due  to 
possible spike because of holiday gatherings. Bruce 
Carpenter  made  a  motion  to  continue  live-stream 
worship  until  at  least  the  next  Council  meeting. 
Council will reevaluate at that meeting.  

Approximately 25 bulletins are being mailed out each 
week.  The  question  was  asked  if  there  was  any 

possibility  to  get  a  device  to  those  with  internet 
access, but unable to view live-stream worship. This 
will  be  looked  into.  Lisa  Gable  stated  that  it  is 
important to work towards coming together again. 

Meeting was adjourned at 7:25 PM following the 
Lord’s Prayer.  

Next Meeting will be Wednesday, February 3, 2021. 

Respectfully submitted by Kelly Lesher 
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Family Ministry At 

Faith United 
For Information 

Contact Terri Kilrain 

Cell: 717-201-0099                           

Email: Task@ptd.net 

Hi everyone!  

I’m  trying  to  finish  up  all  the 
recipes for the cookbook so I 
can get it put together. If you 
have recipes, I can come pick 
them up. You can call me at my 
home number which is 717-336
-2456 or text me on my cell, 
717-201-0099. I’m having a 

problem with calls coming through on my cell  
phone if it does not recognize the number.  

I will take all the recipes you have because the 
more we have, the better the cookbook. I will 
definitely be collecting till the end of January 
and if you have them and we can’t get them till 
after that, I’ll take them anyhow just let me 
know. Call me if you have any questions. 

Thank  you  so  much  for  your  help  with  this 
project.   

 

February 27: Ronald and Jean 
 Worline 

February 28: Mitch and Adrianne 
 Arment 

80+ February 
Birthdays 

Please  remember  our  80+ 
members with a card, visit, or 
phone call: 

Ethel Farrow - February 3 - Apartment 1110, 
300 St. Mark Avenue, Lititz, PA 17543. 

Ethel  Newman - February 9 - Ephrata Manor 
Room 111, 99 Bethany Road, Ephrata, PA 17522. 

Sally Herbst - February 21 - Apartment 618, 
300 St. Mark Avenue, Lititz, PA 17543. 

Congregation Council 
Meeting 

Wednesday, February 3, 2021 

6:30 PM 

February 3: Andrew Nessinger 

February 5: Evan Frees 

February 6: Carrie Reed 

February 10: Doris Reinoehl, 

 Corinne Kipple, Tabitha 
 Kipple  

February 13: Jeffrey Hartman 

February 15: Mark Shober 

February 17: Teresa Rothenberger 

February 18: Gerald Harding 

February 19: Tracey Weidner 

February 21: Jean Bradbury 

February 25: John A. Luciani, Kellie Gerhart 

February 26: Todd Stewart, Eric Rothenberger,   

February 27: Marc Lescoe 

Christian Symbol 
Fountain: A fountain, or well, symbolizes 

Jesus,  our  living  water.  Jesus  told  the 

Samaritan  woman  at  the  well  that   

everyone who drinks the water he gives 

will never thirst again. It “will become in 

them  a  spring  of  water  gushing  up  to 

eternal life,” Jesus said (see John 4:14, NRSV). 

Robert (Bob) Fischer 

Entered The 

Church 

Triumphant On 

Sunday, 

January 3, 2021 

CONGREGATION COUNCIL 
Jim Kreider - President 

Bruce Carpenter  - Vice President 

Kelly Lesher - Secretary 

Deb Anthony  Janice Daub 

Deb Demler  Lisa Gable 

Ellen Houser Terri Kilrain  

Lori Stover   Melissa Voler 

Scott Gola — Treasurer  



 6  

 

 
F
a

it
h

 U
n

it
e

d
 E

v
a

n
g

e
li
c

a
l 
L
u

th
e

ra
n

 C
h

u
rc

h
 

3
5

7
 W

a
ln

u
t 

S
tr

e
e
t,

 D
e
n
v
e
r,

 P
A

 1
7
5

1
7

 

P
h
o

n
e
 7

1
7

-3
3

6
-2

1
4

1
  

  
  

F
A

X
 7

1
7

-3
3

6
-6

4
7

5
  

  
  

E
m

a
il

: 
fa

it
h

u
n
it

e
d

@
p
td

.n
e
t
 

W
e

b
s
it

e
: 

fa
it

h
u

n
it

e
d

-e
lc

a
.o

rg
 

C
h

e
c
k

 u
s
 o

u
t
 o

n
 F

a
c
e
b

o
o

k
 a

n
d

 I
n

s
t
a
g

r
a
m

: 
@

fa
it

h
u
n
it

e
d
lu

th
e
ra

n
 



 7 

 

 

The First Saturday of Each Month 

February 6, 2021 

March 6, 2021  

8:00-10:00 AM 

Drive-Thru  

Faith United Evangelical 
Lutheran Church 

357 Walnut Street 

Denver, PA  17517 

Phone: 717-336-2141  

 Email:  faithunited@ptd.net 

Peter's Porch 
Volunteering 

As  we  continue  to  share  God's  love  by 

feeding our community through Peter's   

Porch,   we   are   reinstating  our  tradition   

of having bag packing night on the fourth 

Tuesday of each month at 6:00 PM. 

If  you  are  interested  in  volunteering  by 

packing  bags  or  by  helping  on  the  first 

Saturday of the month when we distribute, 

please RSVP first by emailing Pastor 

Marissa Becklin, 

 pastormnbecklin@gmail.com 

 as we seek to preserve the health and 

safety of the community. Thank you! 

Peter’s Porch Update 
Dear Friends and Family of Faith United, 

I  hope  you  and  your  family  are  doing  well,  in  spite  of  the  global  pandemic  in  which  we 

find ourselves! Certainly, many things have changed in the way we do things here with Peter’s 

Porch. One thing did not change, though, is the generosity of this congregation. Numerous safety 

precautions  have  been  implemented  this  year,  and  have  changed  how  we  provide  food  to 

the community. 

These changes, though necessary, have posed challenges for us and the families that need help. 

We have been working closely with the other Peter’s Porch churches and the Central Pennsylvania 

Food Bank to fulfill all needs. 

As a result of your generosity through your prayers, hours of support, and monetary donations, we 

have made many things happen in the past months: supporting the local fire company with produce 

for over 9,438 meals when everything shut down at the beginning of the pandemic, and offering a 

wider variety of food each month including milk, eggs and meat. One of the ways we are able to 

meet these needs is through a new industrial refrigerator that allows us to store more food. 

As a result of all this we have found many new resources to help us in the future of Peter’s Porch 

(can you believe we are starting our ninth year in 2021?). I’d like to share some numbers with you: 

throughout the course of this ministry, we have handed out 27,900 pounds of food to 3,117 people 

and 1,160 families. 

May God bless each and every one of you for your endless commitment to Peter’s Porch. 

In God’s peace, Terry Burkholder 

Correction 
Traci Krick’s name was incorrectly updated to Traci 

Krick-Shepherd. She has not changed her name, 

and it remains Traci Krick. We regret this error. 
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Learning About Epiphany During Kid’s Church 

Candlelight Service 

Peter’s Porch Bag Pack 

Egan The Dog Attends 
Drive-Thru Communion 
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   Birds  are  frequenting  our  suet  and  seed  feeders  in  the  greatest  numbers  this  time  of  year.  It's 
early  November  and  my  trip  to  the  firewood  pile  is  interrupted  by  the  sights  and  sounds  of  small 
birds attracted to the feeders in our yard. This activity is a welcome distraction from my mundane chore on a 
late autumn day. Sometimes life's distractions seem to be God's way of saying, "Look over here, I've got 
something to show you!" So I acquiesce to this feeling and divert my attention to watch several species of 
birds all sharing the same feeders. Compared to the territorial chasing and dueling during the spring, they 
appear so noncompetitive as winter nears. Each bird takes its turn snagging a seed or two then darting off 
to  pick  at  the  seed  on  a  nearby  perch.  I  fall  into  a  mistaken  belief  that  all  I  am  seeing  are  birds 
simply forsaking their natural caution in the pursuit of an easy meal. There is more happening here then I 
am able to perceive, a deeper mystery to be revealed in God's time. 

   The following day finds me turkey hunting where I happen upon a huge forest clear-cut, like a scar on the 
land. Only "mother" trees are left standing to propagate new forest growth. Young trees have yet to sprout 
up on this plot. Only dead branches unwanted by the logger and a glorious carpet of red wineberry vines 
cover the ground. The sight of acres and acres of wine- berry vines sweeps away my desire to hunt with the 
promise of berry picking in the distant summer. As I envision buckets of crimson berries that my son-in-law 
would  transform  into  delicious  wine,  I  succumb  to  aimlessly  wandering  through  this  sea  of  red  
vines and fading green leaves. 

   So enraptured by the expanse of this berry patch and its potential yield in a few months, I fail to see the 
bird activity all around me. Gradually I realize that scores and scores of multiple bird species are searching 
for  food  wherever  I  look.  On  the  ground  sparrows  shuffle  through  the  leaves  feeding  side-by-side 
with juncos. Downy and hairy woodpeckers cling to trees next to upside down nuthatches descending on 
rough  bark,  and  titmice  and  chickadees  dart  about.  The  air  is  filled  with  the  sound  of  flittering 
wings and delicate chirps. The scene is delightful. I stand still, transfixed by this avian feeding frenzy. 

    Then, sudden as a thunderclap, these birds simultaneously let out a collective "CHEEP!" 

  Then...dead silence...like  a  tomb.  This  multitude  of  songbirds  seems  to  vanish.  I  must  confess  I  
am startled by their concerted shriek, but I remain relaxed and motionless, shifting my gaze back and forth 
to detect the source of the birds panicked response. At that moment, a Cooper's Hawk appears in my visual 
field under the brim of my hat. Gliding away from me, tilting left and right, it avoids collisions with trees and 
slips into the dense forest at the clear-cut edge. Cautiously, the birds resume their activity and the scene 
returns  to  normal.  The  drama  that  unfurled  all  around  me  was  stunning,  but  little  did  I  know  there 
was something more here then simply birds panicking in the presence of a predator. 

   Doing a little research after arriving home reveals both the mystery of mixed species feeding side-by-side 
and their group defense mechanism in the forest. The secret revealed is that in North America large flocks 
of  mixed  species  birds  intentionally  feed  together  for  greater  success  and  to  maintain  an  instinctive 
defensive posture. Simply put, a group of individuals collectively searching  increases the odds of each bird 
successfully  finding  food. Likewise,  scores  of  pairs  of  eyes  increase  the  chance  that  an  approaching 
predator would be discovered in time. This collective behavior is remarkable enough, but reading further I 
learn that when a flying hawk appears the chickadees elicit a "short high-pitched 'SEET!' alarm call," says 
Chris Templeton at the University of Washington. Even more amazing, other birds like the white-breasted 
nuthatches  will  repeat  the  alarm  call,  says  Brian  Gutierrez  with  National  Geographic.  This  alarm  call 
and response sounds are "really obnoxious like dragging your fingernails on an old school chalkboard," he 
reports. The alarm and response happens so quickly as to appear as one frantic cry. This is the startling 
sound   I   heard   in   the   forest   clear-cut.   Isn't   it   marvelous   that   multiple   species   of   birds   will   
feed together in harmony and work mutually for their protection against predators. 

   So when you observe a flock of mixed species of birds gathered around your feeder, know that God not 
only feeds them through you but in the wild as well. He imbues them with instinctive communal behaviors for 
their   collective   well-being,   and   that   each   individual   is   an   important   contributor   to   the   whole   
community. Reminds you of Matthew 6:26, doesn't it? In this verse we are reassured by Jesus that just as 
God provides for birds, these small, easily overlooked creatures, how much more will he care for us. Truly, 
birds reveal that as God's gift of mutual alertness protects and provides food for them so will God's  gift of 
love and community sustain us even more. 

May you winter well, Jim Redcay             
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FEBRUARY WORSHIP Bible Study And Prayer Group 

Thursdays At Noon 

Join   Pastor   Marissa   and   your   fellow   
congregants  in  learning  more  about  one   

another’s  lives  and about 
the  Bible. We are currently   
reading   our  way  through 
the Book of Acts. Join 
here: 
https:///us04web.zoom.us/

j/411053586 or by calling in to 1-929-205-6099 
and enter code 411053586. 

Fifth Sunday After Epiphany 
Sunday, February 7, 2021 

Isaiah 40:21-31; Psalm 147:1-11, 20c; 1 Corinthians 9:16-
23; Mark 1:29-39.  In Isaiah the one God who sits above 
the earth and numbers the stars also strengthens the power-
less. So in Jesus’ healing work we see the hand of the crea-
tor God, lifting up the sick woman to health and service 
(diakonia). Like Simon’s mother-in-law, we are lifted up and 
healed  to  serve.  Following  Jesus,  we  strengthen  the 
powerless; like Jesus, we seek to renew our own strength in 
quiet times of prayer. 

Transfiguration Of Our Lord 
Last Sunday After Epiphany 
Sunday, February 14, 2021 

2 Kings 2:1-12; Psalm 50:1-6; 2 Corinthians 4:3-6; Mark 
9:2-9. The  Sundays   after   Epiphany   began   with   Jesus’ 
baptism   and   end   with   three   disciples’   vision   of   his 
transfiguration.   In   Mark’s   story   of   Jesus’   baptism, 
apparently only Jesus sees the Spirit descending and hears 
the words from heaven. But now Jesus’ three closest friends 
hear the same words naming him God’s beloved son. As 
believers, Paul writes, we are enabled to see the God-light in 
Jesus’ face, because the same God who created light in the 
first place has shone in our hearts to give us that vision. The 
light  of  God’s  glory  in  Jesus  has  enlightened  us  
through baptism and shines in us also for others to see. 

Ash Wednesday 
Wednesday, February 17, 2021 

Joel 2:1-2, 12-17; Psalm 51:1-17; 2 Corinthians 
5:20b―6:10; Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21.  On Ash Wednesday 
we begin our forty-day journey toward Easter with a day of 
fasting and repentance. Marking our foreheads with dust, we 
acknowledge that we die and return to the earth. At the same 
time, the dust traces the life-giving cross indelibly marked on 
our foreheads at baptism. While we journey through Lent to 
return to God, we have already been reconciled to God 
through Christ. We  humbly  pray  for  God  to  make  our  
hearts   clean  while  we  rejoice  that  “now  is  the  day  of 
salvation.”  Returning  to  our  baptismal  call,  we  more  
intentionally bear the fruits of mercy and justice in the world. 

First Sunday In Lent 
Sunday, February 21, 2021  

Genesis 9:8-17; Psalm 25:1-10; 1 Peter 3:18-22; Mark 1:9-
15. On Ash Wednesday the Church began its journey toward   
baptismal   immersion   in   the   death   and  resurrection  of 
Christ. This year, the Sundays in Lent lead us to focus on 
five covenants God makes in the Hebrew Scriptures and to 
use them  as  lenses  through  which  to  view  baptism.  First  
Peter connects the way God saved Noah’s family in the flood 
with the way God saves us through the water of baptism. 
The baptismal covenant is made with us individually, but the 
new life we are given in baptism is for the sake of the whole 
world. 

Second Sunday In Lent 
Sunday, February 28, 2021  

Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16; Psalm 22:23-31; Romans 4:13-25; 
Mark 8:31-38. The  second  covenant  in  this  year ’s  
Lenten readings is the one made with Abraham and Sarah: 
God’s promise to make them the ancestors of many, with 
whom God  will remain in everlasting covenant. Paul says 
this promise comes to all who share Abraham’s faith in the 
God who  brings  life  Into  being  where  there  was  no  life.  
We receive this baptismal promise of resurrection life in faith. 
Sarah and  Abraham  receive  new  names  as  a  sign  of  
the covenant, and we too get new identities in baptism, as 
we put on Christ. 

Communion Visits By Request 
Pastor Marissa is offering to visit those who 
have not been able to attend Church during the 
pandemic   in   order   to   bring   them   Holy   
Communion.  In  keeping  with  the Synod’s  
guidelines,  she  will  wear  a  mask  and remain 
at a distance for the visit and the sharing of the 
sacrament, and would prefer to make a visit to 
your  porch  or  another  outdoor  space,  if  
possible.  

To  schedule  a  visit,  contact  the  Church 
Office by phone, 717-336-2141, or email, 
faithunited@ptd.net.  

Kid’s Church: 
 Mondays On YouTube 

 Each   week  Pastor  Marissa  posts  a  video  
for  families  with  a  Bible  story,  questions   to   
talk  about  together,  a  prayer,  and  an  easy   
activity for your family to do together that week 
to engage your faith. Videos are posted every  
Monday on our church’s YouTube channel, and 
can be watched at any time throughout the 
week! We  hope  this  will  be  a  simple  and  
meaningful  way  for  your  family to do Kid’s 
Church together. 

A  Number Of Volunteers from Faith United 
have been busy making cloth face masks for the 
sake of the health and safety of our community.  If  
you  would  like  one  delivered  to  your home, 
please contact: Teri Arment, 717-885-7140, 

leenteri@ptd.net. 

Sunday, December 13, 

2020 

Cynthia Kauffman 

Rich & Chris Billings 
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Interested In Becoming A  
Part Of Our Community? 

 Have you been attending worship with us 
online, and are looking for more information 
about joining our community in an official way? 
Membership is a mutual commitment between 
you and our congregation to love and support  
one  another  on  our  faith  journey.  If  this  
interests you, please email Pastor Marissa at 

 pastormbecklin@gmail.com.  

In Our Prayers 
We ask you to daily pray for the following people 
and those in your life you know that are in need:  

For Comfort From The Holy Spirit:  
Bill Houser Family Cindy Thompson Family 

Bob Fischer Family Lorraine Eberly Family 

For Healing:  
Dorothy Schmeck  Pauline Matthews  Chris Weinhold  

Sally Herbst   Caryll Lausch   Michael Konopka  

Glenn Gerhart   Lillian Troutman   Vernon Boose 

Sue Henkel   Rob Macker   Rita Dienst    

Helen Johnson   Millie Moyer   Patti Fassnacht 

Dave Hunt    Lamar Fry    Allison Salley 

Betty Hetherington  Scott Witmer   Pat Stansbery 

Rita Gotshall   Jean Lorah    Ginny & Jim Stoltz 

Christa Rutt   Shirley Achey   Jared Snyder   

Andrew Glass   Tracy Augustine   David Eberly 

       You’re also invited to call and/or send cards.          

Continuing Concerns 
Angie  Carpenter, Ron  Orth,  Helen  Kuehne,  Pat   and   Carl   Adair,   Betty   Ramsey,   Ron   Ayers,   
Audrey  Grill,  Stan  Henderson,  Bruce  Haws,   Harriet  Garber,  Hudson   Sollenberger,  Jeri  Lynn  Pickel,  
Dominic  Schoolcraft,   Terry   Blair,  Victor   Rodriguez,   Roseann   Wiest,   Pat   Brendle,   Day   
Fasnacht,   Larry Donmoyer,  Stephanie  Kurtz,  Arlene  Monyer,  Dorothy  Hoyer, Susan Means, Lorna  
Buohl,  Arlene  Slabach,  Maureen  Latanishen, Nick  Sansone,  Bill  Murphy,  Ethel  Farrow,  Peggy  and  
Jack  Dewald, Ronald Worline, Leah Witmer, Peter Heisey, Kimberley Fick, Paul Kostyak, Pastor  Dennis 
Trout, Ethel Newman, Pastor Sharon Blezzard, Cathy Hornberger, Florence Rutt, Helen Shirk, John  
Oleszczuk,  Shirley  Shaeffer,  William   Kralik,  Todd   Tussinger,  Philip  Main,  Dean  Camp,  Jack  
Bucher, Lily Lutz, Alec Martel, Jean (Schaeffer) Mull, Viola White, John Matthews, Jed Weidner, Melvin  
Schmeck,  Matt  Donley,  Bob  Witmer,  Christian  Martin,  Susan Hartman, Men and Women Serving in our 
Armed Forces.  

2021 Altar Flower/Bulletin  
Sponsor Sign-Up 

The Altar Flower Chart for 2021 is  in the 
Church Office. Sponsors for Altar Flowers 
may use the standing order the congrega-
tion has with Roxanne’s or you may use  
the florist of your choice. Cost is $30.00  

per Sunday. Open Dates: February 14, 21. 

The Bulletin Sponsor Chart for 2021 is 
also in the Church Office. Cost is 
$25.00 per Sunday. Open Dates: 
February 7, 14, 17, 21. 

To sign up please click here:  

https://signup.zone/o8DXjLSdanMpgCct5 OR 

please call Shirley Sweigart, 717-538-

1946  to  get  your  name  on  the  Altar 

Flower and Bulletin Charts. 

mailto:pastormbecklin@gmail.com
https://signup.zone/o8DXjLSdanMpgCct5
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Committee Contacts 
Interested in getting more involved? Contact   
the  following people: 

Care of Members: Lori Stover                       

Finance: Scott Gola 

Christian Education: Brian Strohl         

Information Technology (IT): Deb Demler 

Staff Support: Brad Fichthorn           

Property: Jim Kreider 

Worship and Music: Bruce Carpenter 

Peter’s Porch Feeding Ministry: Terry 
 Burkholder 

Family Ministry and Fellowship: Terri 
 Kilrain 

Social Ministry: Dawn Frees 

Vacation Bible School: Ellen Houser 

SUCCESSFUL GIVING TREE 
Christmas and New Year celebrations are 
over  and  it  is  past  time  for  a  report  of  
the  Giving  Tree.  We  served  a  Christmas 
celebration to four families. It included a 
Christmas  meal  with  extra  groceries. The 
grocery gifts were supplemented with items 
from Peter’s Porch.   

The  gift  tags  from  the  tree  generated  an 
abundance of gifts for the children and gift 
cards for the adults, plus some cash gifts. It 
was a challenging project this year because of 
our sanctuary being closed much of the time. 
The last Christmas gift was delivered on 
Christmas Eve. 

One uncle and all the mothers, except for one, 
verbally expressed gratitude. This one mother 
appeared so overwhelmed that she couldn’t 
speak. She looked at the comforter, grocery 
bags, the turkey, and the garbage bags full of 
gifts  with  confusion.  I  handed  her  Faith’s 
business card and quietly told her that many 
members of our congregation contributed the 
gifts. She nodded her head and slowly went 
into the house. I think that she went into the 
house  to  cry.  I  had  a  few  tears  too. The 
glitches  and  frustrations  with  this  year’s 
project vanished for me as that mom nodded 
and went into her home. 

Thank You Faith Members—from all the 
Families and the Social Ministry Committee! 

AND a Personal Thank You from me to the 
members who helped with this project! 

God’s peace to Faith’s members in the New 
Year.                                             Dawn Frees 

To The Thoughtful Members Of Faith 
United: 
I want to Thank everyone for the 
beautiful Birthday cards. They were 
very much appreciated. 

Evelyn Leisey 

I want to Thank Faith United and Members of the 
Congregation who sent me Cards for my recent 
Birthday.                                              John Luciani 

My   Sincere   Belated   Thanks   to   my   FUEL 
Family for the beautiful Get Well and Birthday 
cards that I received some time ago. 
Your  Prayers  and  Birthday  wishes  were  very 
appreciated.             God Bless You! Caryll Lausch 

 We  want  to Thank  all  of  Faith  Members  who 
remembered our Family with cards upon the death 
of  Bill. Your  thoughts  and  prayers  are  very 
comforting. 
Bill's Church was a large part of his life.  Thank 
You for remembering him and our Family at this 
time.                                 Ellen Houser and Family 
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Hospice & Community Care and the Pathways 
Center for Grief & Loss are offering the 

following programs.   
As we are taking all necessary precautions for 
the  health  and  safety  of  our  patients and 

families, staff, volunteers and visitors 
related to the Coronavirus outbreak, our 

support group will be held via Zoom. Call the 
Pathways Center at (717) 391-2413 or (800) 924-7610 to receive Zoom credentials. 

ADULT DROP-IN GROUPS 

These free meetings include a presentation and an informal time to talk with others. Call the Pathways Center at (717) 
391-2413 or (800) 924-7610 to register. 

Coping With The Loss Of A Parent Or Sibling: Tuesday,  February 2,  6:30-8:00 PM.   

Coping  With  The  Loss  Of  A  Spouse  Or  Companion:   Wednesday,   February 3,  6:30-8:00  PM.   
Tuesday, February 9,  6:30-8:00  PM; Tuesdays, February 16, 23, 2:00-3:30 PM. 

GRASP  (Grief  Recovery  After  A  Substance  Passing):  Tuesday,  February 9,   6:30–8:00 PM.  This 
group provides compassion and understanding for individuals who have had a loved one die as a result of substance 
abuse  or  addiction. Free;  pre-registration  for  new  attendees  is  required.  For  more  information  or  to  register, 
contact Marjorie Paradise at mparadise810@comcast.net or (717) 951-2720. 

Newly Bereaved (Three Week Series): Tuesdays, February 9, 16, 23,  6:30-8:00 PM.  If  a  loss  was  recent,  
this series provides  an  overview  of  common  grief  responses  and  will  help  attendees  to  begin  to  identify  coping  
tools. Space is limited and registration is required. Call the Pathways Center at (717) 391-2413 or (800) 924-7610 at 
least one week prior to the start of the group to discuss with a bereavement counselor. 

Mindfulness And Grief: Practical Tools For Living (Three Week Series): Tuesdays, March 2, 9, 16, 
12:30-2:30 PM. Grief over the death of a beloved person triggers many uncomfortable emotions and thoughts. Many 
people  respond  by  avoiding  these  uncomfortable  feelings.  This  free  three week  series,  held  virtually  via  Zoom, 
will address the benefits of practicing mindfulness as a tool for being present with one’s grief and improving their overall 
wellbeing.  Marygrace  Lomboy,  CRNP  will  provide  several  forms  of  mindfulness  to  practice  each  week  and  help 
participants  connect  mindfulness  tools  to  common  grief  reactions.  Space  is  limited  and  registration  is  required. 
Interested individuals must call the Pathways Center for Grief & Loss at (717) 391-2413 or (800) 924-7610 by February 
23 to discuss with a bereavement counselor to determine if the group will meet their needs. 
Coping Kids & Teens (Six Week Series): Thursdays, March 11-April 15, 6:00-7:30 PM. Coping Kids & Teens 
is a series for children, teens and adults who are coping with the death of a loved one. Families gather together via 
Zoom for each session before breaking into age-specific groups to provide education and support. Families meet with a 
Coping Kids & Teens counselor via Zoom to determine if the group would be the best support option for them. Call the 
Pathways Center for Grief & Loss at (717) 391-2413 or (800) 924-7610 by February 19 to schedule an appointment. 
We Are Here For You: Many  bereaved  individuals  know  they  “need  something”  but  are  uncertain  what  that  
is. Perhaps you have experienced several losses in a short period of time. Or, after the initial busy time of settling affairs 
ends  a  fresh  wave  of  grief  hits.  Grief  and  loss  are  unpredictable  so  we  encourage  you  to  contact  a  Pathways 
grief counselor whenever needed, Monday – Friday, 8:00 AM–5:00 PM. to discuss support options. Pathways ser-
vices are available regardless of the cause of death or whether Hospice was involved. After our grief counselors talk 
with someone on the phone or see them in a support group for the first time, they often say they wish they had reached 
out to us sooner. Support groups or individual consultation, regardless of whether by Zoom or face-to-face, provide a 
safe place to express emotions you may not have felt comfortable sharing with family or friends. Most people say they 
are glad they called because it helped them realize that they feel less alone.  
Social Dine-Out Options: Due to the Coronavirus outbreak, we have canceled all social dine-out options scheduled 
for the immediate future.  

Call the Pathways Center at (717) 391-2413 or (800) 924-7610 to request the log-in address or phone number to 
participate  in  a  Zoom  group  or  to  schedule  a  private  Zoom  meeting  with  a  Pathways  counselor.  Visit 
our website at www.PathwaysThroughGrief.org for updated information about support groups. 

 

Monday, 

February 15 

2021 
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