January 2021 Newsletter

"When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising,
until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw that the star had stopped, they were
overwhelmed with joy."
--Matthew 2:9-10

Peter's Porch Volunteering

357 Walnut Street, PO Box 157
Denver, Pennsylvania 17517-0157
Church Telephone - 717-336-2141
Fax - 717-336-6475
Email - faithunited@ptd.net
Website - www.faithunited-elca.org

As we continue to share God's love by feeding our
community through Peter's Porch, we are
reinstating our tradition of having bag packing
night on the fourth Tuesday of each month at 6:00
PM.

CHECK US OUT ON FACEBOOK AND INSTAGRAM:
@faithunitedlutheran

Updates
Regarding
Worship

If you are interested in volunteering by
packing bags or by helping on the first
Saturday of the month when we distribute,
please RSVP first by emailing Pastor Marissa
Becklin, as we seek to preserve the health and
safety of the community. Thank you!

The
Church
Council
continues to be committed to faithful and careful discernment
regarding our congregation’s response to the
COVID-19 pandemic. We invite you to pray for
them as they engage in this work on behalf of
God and our community. Please continue to
check your email and mail regularly for
updated information about our worship life as
we move through this pandemic together.

Church Office Hours
The Church Office is currently closed. To
submit information for the bulletin or
newsletter, please email Shirley Sweigart
at: grammyss@ptd.net, or call 717-5381946.

Deadline For
February, 2021 Newsletter
Sunday, January 10, 2021

Offering Envelopes

Stewardship

Your
2021
Offering
Envelopes
are
available for pick up. Please call Shirley
Sweigart, 717-538-1946 to set up an
appointment to pick them up.
If you were missed, contact Shirley
Sweigart.
Generic Offering Envelopes
are available for use on the
table with the bulletins.
A
good alternative is
“Simply
Giving”
which
automatically
remits your
offering to the Church.

Even as we meet electronically for worship, the
work of the church continues and intensifies.
Please continue your giving by one of the
following ways:
1) Mail your offering envelope to the Church
Office; they will be collected regularly.
2) Set up “Simply Giving” which automatically
remits your offering to the Church. Contact
Shirley Sweigart, 717-538-1946
for more
details.
3) Give online using checking/savings account
or credit/debit card by going to our website
(faithunited-elca.org) and clicking on the “Give”
tab at the top.
Thank you for your continued stewardship of
God’s gifts!

The Upper Room Daily Devotional

Please continue to provide the Church
January - February, 2021
Office with your email addresses
Christ In Our Home Daily Devotional
(changes also) to be used for
January, February, March, 2021
Newsletters, Schedules, etc.
Also, A Large Print Version is Available
Email your changes to:
Please call Shirley Sweigart, 717-538-1946 to set
up an appointment to pick one up.
faithunited@ptd.net. Thank You!

WANTED
Recipes, inspirational articles, poetry, gardening tips, household tips, etc. to be used in
Monthly Newsletters.
Please put your items in the Secretary’s mailbox marked “Shirley Sweigart” in the Coat Room.
Thank You for sharing your useful items with your Church Family.

Photo Use Practice

Church Office Requests

In attending church events, photos may be taken to help keep
shut-ins and friends of the church aware of the life
and activities of Faith United. If you do not wish to
be photographed, please let us know so we may
honor your wishes. As a practice, we consider the
privacy appropriate to people with special
circumstances, but may not know of all sensitive
situations. Your help is required or we anticipate
permission is given.

Please call the Church Office at 717-336-2141 when:
 You are in the hospital or prior to going
to the hospital (or have a relative call for
you). In order for the pastor to visit, someone
needs to inform the Church.
 You are confined to your home for an
extended period of time because of illness or
accident;
 You are going to a rehab center or a nursing
home;
 There is a change in your family status (birth,
death, marriage, or divorce);
 You move to a new home, move out of
the area, or go away to college or graduate
school;
 You schedule a meeting or an event of a
group or committee. In an effort to be open
and communicative with everyone, we would
like to include all scheduling on the
Church Calendar and in the Weekly Bulletin.

Staff
Pastor — Pastor Marissa Becklin
Organists — Caryll Lausch
Cynthia Kauffman
Grady Daub
Choir Director — Matthew Donley
Office Administrator and
Newsletter Editor — Shirley Sweigart
Custodian — Elizabeth Roman-Reich
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Christ, Bless This Home

As we arrive at the outset of another new year, we arrive as people who have spent much more
time than usual in our homes lately. Once a place of rest and respite, our homes have now become
our schools, our refuge, our office, and might feel like, for some, our prison. With stay-athome orders, virus alive in our world, and so much changed, we are also much more aware of the
state of our homes at the beginning of 2021.
Home improvement businesses have been booming as people have been cleaning and making
updates to their living spaces in recent months. In our home over the past year we have become
much more aware of which rooms we spend the majority of our time in, which spot on the couch
gets more wear, and which blankets we choose first. We have also noticed which parts of our home
could be better used to help us find flourishing, rest, and family time.
Our homes are sacred spaces that, at their best, help foster a sense of Sabbath—holy rest—that
enables us to serve God in the world. More than just shelter, they are hopefully a place
that can provide room for us to foster our non-work vocations in life (whether they relate to family,
creativity, caring for animals, hobbies…the list goes on).
On January 6 we celebrate the feast of Epiphany. Epiphany heralds the arrival of King Herod’s
wise men at Jesus’ manger after being led by the light of a star. They weren’t really on their way to
honor this infant king, however—they were on their way to find Jesus’ whereabouts so that King
Herod could have this threat to his power killed. The epiphany that we celebrate on January 6 th is
the one that the wise men have—this child is the Son of God! This life-changing revelation changes
their minds, and the three wise men (people we have come to refer to as Casper,
Melchior, and Balthasar) return home a different way without reporting back to Herod. They save
Jesus’ life, because they know that his life has saved them.
At Epiphany we celebrate that Christ’s saving grace has burst into our world, and that nothing
will be the same. Beyond that, we celebrate that this grace is not only for the family of Israel, but for
all—even Herod’s wise men.
In joyful celebration of the arrival of this grace, we annually celebrate Epiphany by being invited
to have our homes blessed. The blessing of a home is, according to our Lutheran worship
resources, “a celebration in the deepest and broadest sense. We thank God for the gift of a
home while honoring the ways people practice their faith in their life at home: chores and
hobbies, cooking and eating, ways of relaxing, relationships within the household
and beyond it, caring for our bodies, connecting with the creation. ”
Inviting God into our homes through Epiphany blessing is perhaps
more important this year than before, as we continue to spend
more time in these sacred spaces. Though pandemic means that I
will not be visiting homes to bless them in person this year, below you
will find the order of blessing that you and your family can do
together—I invite you to take pictures as you bless your home and
email them to me, so that we can rejoice together as a community in
the blessing of Christ’s arrival in our homes this Epiphany.
God is with us. Amen
Pastor Marissa Becklin
Pastor Marissa
1005 Clearview Avenue, Ephrata, PA 17522

Cell: 717-203-6013
pastormbecklin@gmail.com

The Blessing For A Home Is On Page 7.
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Faith United Evangelical
Lutheran Church Council Minutes
Wednesday, December 2, 2020
6:30 PM

FUEL Council Members Present: Tim Hegeman, Bruce
Carpenter, Terri Kilrain, Janice Daub, Deb Demler, Lori
Stover, Ellen Houser, Jim Kreider, Kelly Lesher and Pastor
Marissa Becklin
Devotions: Bruce Carpenter read from John 1 verses 1-5
on how light is what leads us. It is the season of Advent; light
guides us and gives us a feeling of safeness. Christ is the
light of the world and we are a light that shines and guides.
He ended with a prayer.
Pastor’s Report:
The Endowment and Gift Policy will work to create
clear documents to help in the future with monies.
Prayer priorities: Sally Herbst is recovering from a stroke in
rehab at Luther Acres; Mike Konopka is recovering from a
stroke; Bob and Joyce Fischer have transitioned to Luther
Acres and it has not been easy.
Annual Congregational Meeting will take place via Zoom
after the Service, December 13, 2020. There must be 25
people for a quorum. Pastor will include an Annual Report
for the meeting.
Due to having a person with positive Covid-19 contact in the
building November 30, 2020, we will follow direction from the
Bishop. Building will be closed for two (2) weeks if said
person tests positive. Since pastor was in contact with this
person, she will quarantine for seven (7) days. Jesus is with
us and we will figure this out together!
Endowment Committee:
The Endowment Committee has had about 4-5 meetings so
far. They are creating two (2) policies that will be sent to
Council for approval: 1) Establishment of Gift Policy. This will
establish a process where the giver understands where the
money is going. This Policy can be amended on a regular
basis determined by time in the Church. This is done by
Council. It is clear where funds are going. It will be whole
and separate from the Endowment Formation. 2)
Endowment Formation. A portion of the gift, unless
otherwise restricted, will go towards the Endowment Fund;
i.e. Non-operational Congregational Use. It is suggested that
an Endowment Committee be formed. This should not
consist of anyone from Council or Financial Committee. This
Committee will determine where funds are spent.
Positions on this Committee can be elected or volunteer.
Council must still approve persons on Committee and
decisions made by Committee.
Committee Highlights:
Property: Jim Kreider - We will be moving ahead with
the air filtration system; trying to get this completed ASAP.
IT: Deb Demler - The live stream issues have been
solved for now. Windows ran an update that did not recognize the microphones. It is still a learning process.
New Business:
Meeting was adjourned at 8:03 PM following the Lord’s
Prayer
Next Meeting will be Wednesday, January 6, 2021.
Respectfully submitted by Kelly Lesher
FUEL Council Secretary
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Faith United Evangelical
Lutheran Church Council Minutes
Wednesday, December 14, 2020
6:30 PM

FUEL Council Members Present: Tim Hegeman,
Bruce Carpenter, Terri Kilrain, Janice Daub, Deb
Demler, Lori Stover, Ellen Houser, Deb Anthony,
Melissa Voler, Kelly Lesher and Pastor Marissa
Becklin.
This Council Meeting was to reassess recent changes
regarding COVID-19 positive person being in the
building and Governor’s new orders.
Church Services going forward: Our insurance carrier
holds us to the same accountable in accordance with
the Governor’s orders regarding Covid-19 even though
churches are exempt in the Governor’s orders. The
Bishop and Synod are asking churches to keep
buildings closed. The goal is to have <5% of positive
cases prior to returning to worship safely. Recent
numbers were 13% . We are guided by the Bishop and
Governor’s orders. This shows solidarity if we comply
with restrictions.
Covid Update: Shirley has developed Covid
pneumonia and is at home. Rodger is doing much
better, but still recovering. Terry Burkholder has tested
positive to Covid-19 but is feeling better. Please keep
both in your prayers.
Worship Ideas: Sunday after live stream from
Sanctuary Drive-Thru Communion distribution in the
parking lot from 10:00-11:00 AM. There is no
obligation. Communion will not be sent home to be
distributed. This will only be done while we are doing
Online Services.
Christmas Eve: The Service will be pre-recorded a day
or two prior so the Sanctuary has the same ambiance
as it would Christmas Eve. There will be an
Outside Service at 5:00 PM Christmas Eve. This will
consist of the Lord’s Prayer, Communion and singing
of Silent Night using a flashlight instead of candles.
Janice and Melissa will put out luminaries as well.
Installation of New Council Members: This is done the
1st Sunday in January. Pastor will call out their names
during the Service since we will still be online for
Service at that date.
Council will reassess Church Services at next meeting.
Next Council Meeting is Wednesday, January 6, 2021.
Respectfully submitted by Kelly Lesher
FUEL Council Secretary

CONGREGATION COUNCIL
Deb Anthony
Janice Daub
Lisa Gable
Jim Kreider
Kelly Lesher

Bruce Carpenter
Deb Demler
Ellen Houser
Terri Kilrain
Lori Stover
Melissa Voler
Scott Gola — Treasurer

Congregation Council
Meeting

Wednesday, January 6, 2021

6:30 PM

Family Ministry At
Faith United

January
January
January
January
January
January

For Information
Contact Terri Kilrain
Cell: 717-201-0099
Email: Task@ptd.net
Thank You to everyone who has donated
recipes for the cookbook.
Completed recipe forms can be mailed to Faith
United Lutheran Church, 357 Walnut Street, PO
Box 157, Denver, PA 17517. If you need
extra forms please contact Terri Kilrain, 717201-0099.
Recipes will be collected until the end of
January and then the cookbook will get put
together and we should have them before
summer.

January 1: Kaylee Boose
January 8: Jaxson Burkholder
January 15: Meg May
January 19: Matt Donley
January 20: Arlene Brumbach,
Rachel Weaver
January 22: Emma Frees
January 23: Mitch Arment
24: Matt Luciani
26: Benjamin Weaver
27: Bryan Strohl
28: Victoria Weidner
30: David Brumbach
31: Emily Hafer, Kaitlin Hafer, Claire
Eberly, Alyssa Nessinger, Kellen
Strohl

January 29: Gerald and Madeline
Harding

80+ January
Birthdays
Please remember our 80+
members with a card, visit, or
phone call:
Barbara Boose - January 6 - Keystone
Villa At Ephrata, Apartment 103, 100 North State
Street, Ephrata, PA 17522.
Helen Shirk - January 13 - Ephrata Manor
Room PC109, 99 Bethany Road, Ephrata, PA
17522.
John Luciani - January 13 - 1116 Marilyn
Avenue, Ephrata, PA 17522.
Dorothy Hoyer - January 19 - 2 Trinity Lane,
Lititz, PA 17543.
Evelyn Leisey - January 23 - 717 Pine Street,
Denver, PA 17517.
Mae Raudenbush - January 23 - Apartment
110, 250 Parkview Heights Road, Ephrata, PA
17522.

Faith United Evangelical
Lutheran Church
357 Walnut Street, Denver, PA 17517
Phone: 717-336-2141
Email: faithunited@ptd.net

The First Saturday of Each Month
January 2, 2021
February 6, 2021

8:00-10:00 AM
Drive-Thru
Christian Symbol

William (Bill)
Houser
Entered The
Church
Triumphant On
Monday,
December 28,
2020

Wheel: A rotating wheel symbolizes
God’s divine force. Wheels with flames
shooting out often portray God’s
throne, based on Ezekiel’s vision
(see 1:1-8). Some artists also show a
burning wheel when God sends Adam
and Eve out of the Garden of Eden.
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357 Walnut Street, Denver, PA 17517
Phone 717-336-2141
FAX 717-336-6475
Email: faithunited@ptd.net
Website: faithunited-elca.org
Check us out on Facebook and Instagram: @faithunitedlutheran

Faith United Evangelical Lutheran Church

BLESSING FOR A HOME

Gathering
When all have gathered in a convenient place, the leader begins.
In the name of the Father, and of the † Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen
Peace to this home and to all who enter here.
Today we give thanks to God and we seek God’s blessing as we gather in this dwelling and pray for those who make it
their home.
A reading from Isaiah: Be glad and rejoice forever in what I am creating, says the Lord; for I am about to
create Jerusalem as a joy, and its people as a delight. They shall build houses and inhabit them; they shall
plant vineyards and eat their fruit. (Isaiah 65:19, 21)
A candle may be lighted, and these words may be spoken. Jesus said, I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me
will have the light of life. You may move to different rooms throughout the home to bless each space.
Blessing
Welcome and Community
A place of entering and leaving, such as the outside doors. A reading from the Psalms: The Lord will watch
over your going out and your coming in, from this time forth forevermore. (Psalm 121:8)
Let us pray. O God, watch over name/s in all their going out and their coming in; keep all evil away from their door;
and let them share the hospitality of this home with all who visit, that those who enter here may know your love
and peace. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen
Epiphany Blessing
Using a piece of chalk, you can write above your door (or near it): 20 † C M B † 21, 2021 is for the year the blessing is
for, the initials stand for the Latin blessing “Christe mansionem benedicat” (“Christ, bless this house”) and also for the
legendary names of the wise men (Caspar, Melchior, and Balthasar). In between are crosses of blessing.
A place of welcoming guests, such as a chair for a visitor. A reading from Romans: Welcome
one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. (Romans 15:7)
Let us pray. O God, bless all who visit this home; may they find here warmth and peace. Ble ss
also name/s, who welcome others into their home, as you blessed Sarah and Abraham when they entertained
angels unawares. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen
A place where common activities are shared, such as a living room. A reading from Acts: Then Paul
went upstairs, and after he had broken bread and eaten, he continued to converse with them until
dawn; then he left. (Acts 20:11)
Let us pray. O God, you set apart time for rest and enjoyment of the world you made. Bless those who gather here for
fellowship and recreation, that they may be renewed and refreshed. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen
Household Work
A place for studying and communicating with others. A reading from Proverbs: To get wisdom is to love oneself; to keep understanding is to prosper. (Proverbs 19:8)
Let us pray. O God, you are the teacher who leads us to all truth. Grant that those who learn in this place may use
knowledge to heal and help your world. Draw us together through our technology for every good purpose. In Jesus’
name we pray. Amen
A place for preparing meals, such as the kitchen. A reading from Joel: I am sending you grain, wine, and
oil, and you will be satisfied. Be glad and rejoice in the Lord your God. (Joel 2:19, 23)
Let us pray. O God, you fill the hungry with good things. Send your blessing on those who prepare food here, and make
us all ever thankful for daily bread. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen
Caring For Ourselves
A place for sharing the gift of food, such as a dining table. A reading from the Psalms: The eyes of all wait upon
you, O Lord, and you give them their food in due season. You open wide your hand and satisfy the desire
of every living thing. (Psalm 145:15-16)
Let us pray. Blessed are you, Creator of heaven and earth, for you give us food and drink to sustain our lives and make
our hearts glad. Make us grateful for all your mercies, and mindful of the needs of others. In Jesus’ name we pray.
Amen
A place of caring for the body, such as a bathroom or an exercise area. A reading from the
Psalms: You yourself created my inmost parts; you knit me together in my mother’s womb. I will thank you because I am marvelously made; your works are wonderful, and I know it well. (Psalm 139:13-14)
Let us pray. O God, you revealed yourself in human flesh, making holy what is ordinary and earthly. Bless us as we
care for our ordinary, marvelous bodies. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen
A place of rest for the body, such as a person’s bedroom. A reading from the Psalms: In peace, I will lie down
and sleep; for you alone, O Lord, make me rest secure. (Psalm 4:8)
Let us pray. Guide us waking, O Lord, and guard us sleeping, that awake we may watch with Christ, and asleep we may
rest in peace. Amen
A garden or an outdoor space. A reading from Jeremiah: They shall be radiant over the goodness of the Lord,
over the grain, the wine, and the oil; their life shall become like a watered garden, and they shall never languish again.
(Jeremiah 31:12)
Let us pray. O God, we praise you for the green plants that make the oxygen we breathe and for the animals that
breathe it with us. Sustain us all together in this place by your Spirit. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen
Conclusion
Lord’s Prayer. Those gathered say the Lord’s Prayer together.
Blessing
Dwell here in peace. Christ is here. Thanks be to God.
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As one year passes and another begins, many organizations each publish their own
"word of the year." It's a way not only to announce a word's recent appearance in common
usage, or to highlight the frequency of the word's "look up," but to ascribe attributes to the
year gone by. Many times it is a word not seen previously in dictionaries. In 2017
the Oxford Dictionary picked "youthquake," and in 2018 their pick was "toxic." Merriam
Webster in 2019 chose "they," a new use for an old word referring to a person
whose gender is non-binary. My favorite word of the year choice for 2020 comes
from Macquarie, an Australian University. They picked "doomscrolling" which virtually
describes itself. Wikipedia calls it "the act of consuming an endless procession of negative
online news to the detriment of the scroller's mental Wellness." This is an apt description of
my least desirable habits.
What's worse than being dragged down by constant consumption of bad news is my
tendency to want to attach blame to the source or cause of the calamity or crisis. Seeking
to hear all the facts and exercising necessary discernment to understand a story can easily
slip into judgement of the victims or perpetrators of the event. It's easy after
reading an article from an online news service to think that someone got what they
deserve. We might even say "the chickens have come home to roost," a common idiom we
use to affix blame and accountability. This is a way we perceive that bad things done to
someone in the past inevitably come to haunt them or hurt them as a consequence of their
previous action. Hence, this idiom is used to make crass judgments of someone's personal
story. It's a shame to use chickens as the subject of this idiom as our hens do not appear
judgemental. But the idiom does hold some accuracy in that chickens do habitually,
instinctively and inevitably come home to roost in the same henhouse consistently every
night. They may even roost in the exact same nest box or perch night after night. This puts
a particular sharp edge on the inevitability of consequences implied in the idiom
that chickens have come home to roost.
In contrast, chickens are also used in a more uplifting idiom, "up with
the chickens," indicating someone would awake very early, maybe even before sunrise.
This idiom also is grounded in fact. Those of us who have chickens or were raised
on a farm know that roosters will crow well before the first hint of dawn, often answered
by the neighbor’s feathered gentleman. And before daybreak many hens are already
hopefully waiting at the henhouse door anxious to be left out. Even before the sun rises
they anticipate getting grain, free ranging in the pasture, searching for bugs, or scratching
at tiny grass seeds under the sheep's hay rack. The chicken's optimism in the small hours
before sunrise turns them away from the rigors of the previous night's bitter cold or
the fearful sounds of a raccoon scratching at the henhouse door. As the sun rises
all tribulations are forgotten with God's glorious golden rays warming their feathers as they
luxuriate dusting themselves in a patch of dry soil. I am inspired by our chickens’ forward
looking hopefulness!
In their faith that sunrise will come, our chickens appear to impart unspoken trust in the
goodness God has in store for them. These roosters and hens seem to instinctively reflect
what Paul was saying in Romans 15:13.....May the God of Hope fill you with all joy and
peace as you trust in Him so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy
Spirit!
Peace to you in the New Year, Jim Redcay
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JANUARY WORSHIP

Bible Study And Prayer Group
Thursdays At Noon

Second Sunday Of Christmas
Sunday, January 3, 2021

Join Pastor Marissa and your fellow
congregants in learning more about one
another’s lives and about
the Bible. We are currently
reading our way through
the Book of Acts. Join
here:
https:///us04web.zoom.us/
j/411053586 or by calling in to 1-929-205-6099
and enter code 411053586.

Jeremiah 31:7-14; Psalm 147:12-20; Ephesians 1:3-14;
John1:1-18. Within the gospel reading’s profound words
lies the simple message that God is revealed in a human
person. Though we may try to understand how the Word
existed with God from the beginning of time, the wonder
we celebrate at Christmas is that the Word continues to
dwell among us. Christ comes among us in the gathered
assembly, the scriptures, the waters of new birth, and the
bread and the wine. Through these ordinary gifts we
receive the fullness of God’s grace and truth.
Baptism Of Our Lord
Sunday, January 10, 2021
Genesis 1:1-5; Psalm 29:1-11; Acts 19:1-7; Mark 1:4-11.
Our re-creation in baptism is an image of the Genesis
creation, where the Spirit/wind moved over the waters.
Both Mark’s gospel and the story in Acts make clear that
it is the Spirit’s movement that distinguishes Jesus’
baptism from John’s. The Spirit has come upon us as
upon Jesus and the Ephesians, calling us God’s
beloved children and setting us on Jesus’ mission to
re-create the world in the image of God’s vision of justice
and peace.
Second Sunday After Epiphany
Sunday, January 17, 2021
1 Samuel 3:1-10 [11-20]; Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18; 1
Corinthians 6:12-20; John 1:43-51. All the baptized have
a calling in God’s world. God calls not just the clergy but
also the youngest child, like Samuel. The story of
the calling of Nathanael plays with the idea of place.
Nathanael initially dismisses Jesus because he comes
from Nazareth. But where we come from isn’t important;
it’s where—or rather whom—we come to. Jesus refers to
the story of the vision of Jacob, who called the place of
his vision “the house of God, and . . . The gate of
heaven” (Genesis 28:17). Jesus says he himself is the
place where Nathanael will meet God.
Third Sunday After Epiphany
Sunday, January 24, 2021
Jonah 3:1-5, 10; Psalm 62:5-12; 1 Corinthians 7:29-31;
Mark 1:14-20. As we continue through the time after
Epiphany, stories of the call to discipleship show us the
implications of our baptismal calling to show Christ to the
world. Jesus begins proclaiming the good news and
calling people to repentance right after John the Baptist is
arrested for preaching in a similar way. Knowing that John
was later executed, we see at the very outset the cost of
discipleship. Still, the two sets of brothers leave
everything they have known and worked for all their lives
to follow Jesus and fish for people.
Fourth Sunday After Epiphany
Sunday, January 31, 2021
Deuteronomy 18:15-20; Psalm 111:1-10; 1 Corinthians
8:1-13; Mark 1:21-28. In Deuteronomy God promises to
raise up a prophet like Moses, who will speak for God; in
Psalm 111 God shows the people the power of God’s
works. For the church these are ways of pointing to the
unique authority people sensed in Jesus’ actions
and words. We encounter that authority in God’s word,
around which we gather, the word that trumps any lesser
spirit that would claim power over us, freeing us to
follow Jesus.

Communion Visits By Request
Pastor Marissa is offering to visit those who
have not been able to attend Church during the
pandemic in order to bring them Holy
Communion. In keeping with the Synod’s
guidelines, she will wear a mask and remain
at a distance for the visit and the sharing of the
sacrament, and would prefer to make a visit to
your porch or another outdoor space, if
possible.
To schedule a visit, contact the Church
Office by phone, 717-336-2141, or email,
faithunited@ptd.net.
A Number Of Volunteers from Faith United
have been busy making cloth face masks for the
sake of the health and safety of our community. If
you would like one delivered to your home,
please contact: Teri Arment, 717-885-7140,
leenteri@ptd.net.
If you are willing and able to make and donate face
masks, please contact Dawn Frees, 717-733-0240,
dofrees@dejazzd.com.

Kid’s Church:
Mondays On YouTube
Each week Pastor Marissa posts a video
for families with a Bible story, questions to
talk about together, a prayer, and an easy
activity for your family to do together that week
to engage your faith. Videos are posted
every Monday on our church’s YouTube
channel, and can be watched at any time
throughout the week! We hope this will be a
simple and meaningful way for your family
to do Kid’s Church together.
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In Our Prayers
We ask you to daily pray for the following people
and those in your life you know that are in need:

For Comfort From The Holy Spirit:
Bill Houser Family
Alfred Evans Family
Cindy Thompson Family

For Comfort And Strength:
Bob & Joyce Fischer

For Healing:
Pauline Matthews
Caryll Lausch
Lillian Troutman
Rob Macker
Betty Hetherington
Pat Stansbery
Ginny & Jim Stoltz
Angie Carpenter

Chris Weinhold
Michael Konopka
Vernon Boose
Rita Dienst
Kim Tran
Rita Gotshall
Christa Rutt
Andrew Glass

Sally Herbst
Glenn Gerhart
Sue Henkel
Allison Salley
Scott Witmer
Jean Lorah
Shirley Achey
Tracy Augustine

You’re also invited to call and/or send cards.
Continuing Concerns

Ron Orth, Helen Kuehne, Pat and Carl Adair, Betty Ramsey, Ron Ayers, Audrey Grill, Stan
Henderson, Bruce Haws, Harriet Garber, Hudson Sollenberger, Jeri Lynn Pickel, Dominic
Schoolcraft, Terry Blair, Victor Rodriguez, Roseann Wiest, Pat Brendle, Day Fasnacht, Larry
Donmoyer, Stephanie Kurtz, Arlene Monyer, Dorothy Hoyer, Susan Means, Lorna Buohl, Arlene
Slabach, Maureen Latanishen, Nick Sansone, Bill Murphy, Ethel Farrow, Peggy and Jack Dewald,
Ronald Worline, Leah Witmer, Peter Heisey, Kimberley Fick, Paul Kostyak, Pastor Dennis Trout, Caryll
Lausch, Ethel Newman, Pastor Sharon Blezzard, Cathy Hornberger, Florence Rutt, Helen Shirk, John
Oleszczuk, Shirley Shaeffer, William Kralik, Todd Tussinger, Philip Main, Dean Camp, Jack
Bucher, Lily Lutz, Alec Martel, Jean (Schaeffer) Mull, Viola White, John Matthews, Jed Weidner,
Melvin Dorothy Schmeck, Matt Donley, Bob Witmer, Christian Martin, Susan Hartman, Men and
Women Serving in our Armed Forces.

2021 Altar Flower/Bulletin
Sponsor Sign-Up

Please call Shirley Sweigart, 717-5381946 to get your name on the Altar
Flower and Bulletin Charts.

The Altar Flower Chart for 2021 is in
the Church Office. Sponsors for Altar
Interested In Becoming A
Flowers may use the standing order
Part Of Our Community?
the congregation has with Roxanne’s
or you may use the florist of your Have you been attending worship with us
choice. Cost
is
$30.00
per online, and are looking for more information
Sunday. All dates
about joining our community in an official way?

open.
The Bulletin Sponsor Chart for 2021 is
also in the Church Office. Cost is
$25.00 per Sunday. All dates
open.

Membership is a mutual commitment between
you and our congregation to love and support
one another on our faith journey. If this
interests you, please email Pastor Marissa at
pastormbecklin@gmail.com.
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COMMUNITY EVENTS

Thank You to all my friends at
Faith United for remembering my
Birthday with cards and calls.
They were all appreciated.
Bill Ludwig
Thank You for the cards and calls I received
while recuperating from Covid-19 pneumonia.
A Special Thank You to Pastor Marissa.
Shirley Sweigart, Office Administrator

Denver
Women’s Club Meeting
Wednesday, January 20, 2021
7:00 PM
“Author, Illustrator, Calligrapher”
Carole Haile
Faith United Fellowship Hall
Masks Required

Martin Luther King Jr.’s
Birthday Observed
Monday, January 18, 2021
12

Hospice & Community Care and the Pathways
Center for Grief & Loss are offering the
following programs.
As we are taking all necessary precautions for
the health and safety of our patients and
families, staff, volunteers and visitors
related to the Coronavirus outbreak, our
support group will be held via Zoom. Call the
Pathways Center at (717) 391-2413 or (800) 924-7610 to receive Zoom credentials.
ADULT DROP-IN GROUPS
These free meetings include a presentation and an informal time to talk with others. Call the Pathways Center at (717)
391-2413 or (800) 924-7610 to register.
Coping With The Loss Of A Parent Or Sibling: Tuesday, January 5, 6:30-8:00 PM.
Coping With The Loss Of A Spouse Or Companion:
Wednesday, January 6, 6:30-8:00 PM.
Tuesday, January 12, 6:30-8:00 PM; Tuesdays, January 19, 26, 2:00-3:30 PM.
GRASP (Grief Recovery After A Substance Passing): Tuesday, January 12, 6:30–8:00 PM. This
group provides compassion and understanding for individuals who have had a loved one die as a result of substance
abuse or addiction. Free; pre-registration for new attendees is required. For more information or to register,
contact Marjorie Paradise at mparadise810@comcast.net or (717) 951-2720.
Newly Bereaved (Three Week Series): Wednesdays, January 13, 20 and 27, 2:00-3:30 PM. If a loss was
recent, this series provides an overview of common grief responses and will help attendees to begin to identif y
coping tools. Space is limited and registration is required. Call the Pathways Center at (717) 391-2413 or (800) 9247610 at least one week prior to the start of the group to discuss with a bereavement counselor.
Post Holiday Survival Tips Workshop: Thursday, January 28, 6:30 – 8:00 PM. Many grieving individuals find
themselves wanting to just “get through” the holidays as quickly as possible. When the new year arrives and there is
less to do, people may be surprised that they feel “let down” and a bit lost. Hospice volunteer Sandy Baker,
MA will provide helpful tips to use during those long winter months. This workshop is virtual and space is limited. Call the
Pathways Center for Grief & Loss by January 26 at (717) 391-2413 or (800) 924-7610 to discuss with a bereavement
counselor who will also provide the log-in information.
Coping With Overdose Loss (Six Week Series): Thursday, January 28, February 4, 11, 18, 25 and March 4,
6:30 – 8:00 PM. This free six-week support series, held via Zoom, is for adults (age 18 or older) who are grieving a
death from an overdose that occurred at least four months ago. The group provides a safe place to ask questions and
share painful experiences with others who will understand, and offers the healing support that is found when others have
had a similar experience. Space is limited; registration is required. Interested individuals will first meet virtually with a
bereavement counselor to determine if the group will meet their needs. Call the Pathways Center for Grief & Loss at
(717) 391-2413 or (800) 924-7610 by January 21.
Coping With Suicide Loss (Six Week Series): Tuesdays, February 2, 9, 16, 23 and March 2, 9, 6:30 – 8:00
PM. This free support series, held via Zoom, is for adults (age 18 or older) who are grieving a death from suicide that
occurred at least four months ago. The group provides a safe place to ask questions and share painful experiences with
others who will understand, and offers the healing support that is found when others have had a similar experience.
Space is limited; registration is required. Interested individuals will first meet virtually with a bereavement counselor to
determine if the group will meet their needs. Call the Pathways Center for Grief & Loss at (717) 391-2413 or (800) 9247610 by January 26.
We Are Here For You: Many bereaved individuals know they “need something” but are uncertain what that
is. Perhaps you have experienced several losses in a short period of time. Or, after the initial busy time of settling affairs
ends a fresh wave of grief hits. Grief and loss are unpredictable so we encourage you to contact a Pathways
grief counselor whenever needed, Monday – Friday, 8:00 AM–5:00 PM. to discuss support options. Pathways services are available regardless of the cause of death or whether Hospice was involved. After our grief counselors talk
with someone on the phone or see them in a support group for the first time, they often say they wish they had reached
out to us sooner. Support groups or individual consultation, regardless of whether by Zoom or face-to-face, provide a
safe place to express emotions you may not have felt comfortable sharing with family or friends. Most people say they
are glad they called because it helped them realize that they feel less alone.
Social Dine-Out Options: Due to the Coronavirus outbreak, we have canceled all social dine-out options scheduled
through the end of 2020.
Call the Pathways Center at (717) 391-2413 or (800) 924-7610 to request the log-in address or phone number to
participate in a Zoom group or to schedule a private Zoom meeting with a Pathways counselor. Visit
our website at www.PathwaysThroughGrief.org for updated information about support groups.

Found

Following November 29, 2020 Service: Pandora Bracelet. Call Terri Kilrain, 717-336-2456.
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Committee Contacts
Interested in getting more involved? Contact the
following people:
Care of Members: Lori Stover
Finance: Scott Gola
Christian Education: Brian Strohl
Information Technology (IT): Deb Demler
Staff Support: Brad Fichthorn
Property: Jim Kreider
Worship and Music: Bruce Carpenter
Peter’s Porch Feeding Ministry: Terry
Burkholder
Family Ministry and Fellowship: Terri
Kilrain
Social Ministry: Dawn Frees
Vacation Bible School: Ellen Houser

Begins
Monday, January 18
Ends
Monday, January 25
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KID’S PAGE
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FAITH UNITED EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
357 WALNUT STREET
P O BOX 157
DENVER PA 17517-0157
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
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